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A 

LETTER 

T O A * 

Young Clergyman 

Lately Entered into 

HOLY ORDERS. 

SIR , Dublin , Jan, 9, 1719-20. 

A lthough it was againft my Know- 
ledge or Advice that you entered into 
Holy Orders, under the prefent Dii'po- 
Ction of Mankind towards the Churchy yet nnce 
it is now fuppofed too late to recede, (at leaft ac- 
cording to the general Practice and Opinion) I 
• cannot forbear offering my Thoughts to you 
upon this n$w Condition of Life you are en- 
gaged in. 

I could heartily wifh, that the Circumftances 
of your Fortune had enabled you to have conti- 
nued fome Years longer in the Univerfity, at 
leall till you were ten Years Handing, to have 

B laid 
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4 ^LETTER to 

laid in a competent Stock of human Learning, 
and lome Knowledge in Divinity, before you 
attempted to appear in the World : For I can- 
not but lament the common Courfe, which at 
lead nine in ten of thofe, who enter into the 
Minillry, are obliged to run. When they have 
taken a Degree, and are confequently grown a 
Burden to their Friends, who now think them- 
felves ftilly difeharged, they get into Orders as 
as foon as they can, (upon which I fliall make 
no Remarks) firft lollicit a Readerlhip, and if 
they be very fortunate, arrive in time to a Curacy 
here in T own, or elle are fent to be Afliftants in 
the Country,* where they probably continue fe- 
veral Years (many of them their whole Lives) 
with thirty or forty Pounds a Year for their fup- 
port, till lome Bilhop, who happens to be not 
over- flock'd with Relations, or attached to Fa- 
vourites, or is content to lupply his Dioccle with- 
out Colonies from England) bellows upon them 
fome inconliderable Benefice, when ’tis odds they 
are already encumbered with a numerous Fami- 
ly. I would be glad to know, what Intervals 
of Life fuch Perfons can poflibly let a-part for 
Improvement of their minds ; or which way 
they could be furnilh'ed with Books, the Library 
they brought with them from their College being 
ufually not the moll numerous, or judicioully 
chol'en. If luch Gentlemen arrive to be great 
Scholars, it mull, I think, be either by means 
lupernatural, or by a method altogether out of 
any road yet known to the Learned. But I con- 
ceive thcFaft directly othsrwiie, and that many 
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ef them !ofe the greateft part of the fmall Pittance 
they received at theUniverlity. 

I take it for granted, that you intend to purfue 
the beaten Track, and are already defirous to be 
feen in a Pulpit } only I hope you will think it 
proper to pafs your Quarentine among fome of 
the defolate Churches five miles round this town, 
where you may at leaft learn to Read and to 
Speak , before you venture to expofe your Parts 
in a City- Congregation ; not that thefe are bet- 
ter Judges, but becaule, if a man mult needs 
expole his Folly, it is more fafe and difcreet to 
do fo before a few WitnefTes, and in a fcat- 
tered Neighbourhood. And you will do well, 
if you can prevail upon fome intimate and judi- 
cious Friend to be your conltant Hearer, and 
allow him with the utmoft Freedom to give you 
notice of whatever he Ihall find amifs either in 
your Voice or Gefture ; for want of which early 
Warning many Clergymen continue defective, 
and fometimes ridiculous, to the end of their 
lives. Neither is it rare to obferve among excel- 
lent and learned Divines a certain ungracious 
manner, or an unhappy Tone of Voice, which 
they never have been able to lhake off. 

I could likewil'e have been glad, if you had 
applied yourfelf a little more to the Study of the 
Englijh Language, than I fear you have done ; 
the Neglect whereof is one of the moll general 
Defefls among the Scholars of this Kingdom, 
who feem not to have the leaft Conception ot a 
Style, but run on in a fiat kind of Phrafeology, 
often mingled with barbarous Terms and Ex - 
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6 A LETTER to 

preffions peculiar to the Nation : Neither do I 
perceive, that any perfon either finds or acknow- 
ledges his Wants upon this Head, or in the 
leaft defires to have them fupplied. Proper 
Words in proper Places make the true definiti- 
on of a Style. But this would require too am- 
ple a Difquifition to be now dwelt on : How- 
ever, I fhall venture to name one or two Faults, 
which are eafily to be remedied with a very fmall 
Portion of Abilities. 

The firll is the frequent Ufe of obfeure Terms, 
which by the Women are called hard Words , 
and by the better fort of Vulgar, fine Language ; 
than which I do not know a more univerfal, in- 
excufable, and unneceflary Miftake among the 
Clergy of all Diftinflions, but efpecially the 
younger Pra6litioners. I have been curious e- 
no ugh to take a Lift of feveral hundred Words 
in a Sermon of a new Beginner, which not one 
of his Hearers among a hundred could pofiibly 
underftand : Neither can I eafily call to mind 
any Clergyman of my own Acquaintance, who 
is wholly exempt from this Error, although 
many of them agree with me in the Diflike 
of the thing ; but I am apt to put myfelf in 
the Place of the Vulgar, and think many Words 
difficult or obfeure, which they will not allow 
to be fo, becaufe thole Words are obvious to 
Scholars. I believe the method obferved by the 
famous Lord Falkland , in fome of his Wri- 
tings, would not be an ill one for young Divines: 
I was allured by an old Perfon of Quality, 
who knew him well, that when he doubted whe- 
ther 
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ther a Word were perfectly intelligible or no, 
he ufed to confult one of his Lady’s Chamber- 
maids, (not the Waiting- woman, oecaufe it was 
poffible (lie might be converfant in Romances) 
and by her Judgment was guided whether to 
receive or to reject it. And if that great Perfon 
thought fuch a Caution neceflary in Treatifes , 
offered to the learned World, it will be fure at 
leafl: as proper in Sermons, where the meaneft 
Hearer is fuppofed to be concerned, and where 
very often a Lady’s Chambermaid may be allow- 
ed to equal half the Congregation, both as to 
Quality and Undemanding. But I know not 
how it comes to pafs, that Profeffors in moft 
Arts and Sciences are generally the worft quali- 
fied to explain their Meanings to tfiofe, who are 
not of their Tribe: A common Farmer fhall 
make you underftand in three Words, that his 
Foot is out of Joint, or his Collar -hone broken ; 
wherein a Surgeon , after a hundred terms of Art, 
if you are not a Scholar, fhall leave you to feek. 

It is frequently the fame Cafe in Law, Phyfick, 
and even many of the meaner Arts. 

And upon this Account it is, that among 
hard Words I number likewife thofe, which are 
peculiar to Divinity as it is a Science ; becaufe 
I obferved feveral Clergymen, otherwife little 
fond of obfcure Terms,, yet in their Sermons 
very liberal of all thofe which they find in Ec- 
4 cleliaftical Writers ; as if it were our Duty to 
underftand them, which I am fure it is not. And 
I defy the greateft Divine to * produce any Law 
either oi God or Man, which obliges me to 

£ 3 
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comprehend the Meaning of Omniscience , Omni* 
prefence , Ubiquity , Attribute , Beatifick Vifion , 
with a thoufand others fo frequent in Pulpits, 
any more than that of Excentrick , Idiojyncra- 
fy, Entity, and the like. I believe I may ven- 
ture to infift further, that many Terms ufed in 
. Holy Writ, particularly by St. Paul, might with 
more Difcretion be changed into plainer Speech, 
except when they are introduced as part of a 
Quotation. 

I am the more eameft in this matter, becaufe 
it is a general Complaint, and the jufteft in the 
World. For a Divine has nothing to fay to the 
wifeft Congregation of any Parifh in this King- 
dom, which he may not exprefs in a manner to 
be underftood by the meaneft among them. And 
this Affertion muft be true, or elfe God requires 
from us more than we are able to perform. 
However, not to contend whether a Logician 
might poftibly put a Cafe that would ferve for an 
* Exception, I will appeal to any Man of Letters, 
whether at leaft nineteen in twenty of thofe per- 
plexing Words might not be changed into eafy 
ones, fuch as naturally firft occur to ordinary 
Men, and probably did fo at firft to thofe very 
Gentlemen, who are fo fond of the former. 

We are often reproved by Divines from the 
Pulpits, on account of our Ignorance in Things 
facred, and perhaps with Juftice enough : How- 
ever, it is not very reafonable for them to expert, . 
that common Men fhould underftand Exprcflions, 
which are never made ufe of in common Life. No 
Gentleman thinks it fafe or prudent to fend a 

Servant 
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Servant with a Meflage, without repeating it 
more than once, and endeavouring to put it into 
Terms brought down to the ‘Capacity of the 
Bearer: Yet after all this Care, it is frequent 
for Servants to miftake, and fometimes to oc- 
cafion Mifunderftandings among Friends 5 al- 
though the common Domefticks in a Gentleman’s 
Family have more Opportunities of improving* 
their minds, than the ordinary fort ofTradef- 
men. v 

It is ufual for Clergymen, who are taxed with 
this learned Defe£f, to quote Dr. Yillotfon and 
other famous Divines in their Defence, without 
confidering the Difference between elaborate 
Difcourfes upon important Occafions, delivered 
to Princes or Parliaments, written with a View 
of being made publick, and a plain Sermon in- 
tended for the middle or lower fize of People. 
Neither do they feemto remember the many Al- 
terations, Additions, and Expungings, made by 
great Authors in thofe Treatifes, which they 
prepare for the Publick. Befides, that excellent 
Prelate above-mentioned was known to preach 
after a much more popular manner in the City- 
Congregations : and if in thole Parts of his 
Works he be any where too obfeure for the Un- 
derftandings of many, who may be fuppofed to 
have been his Hearers, it ought to be numbered 
among his Omiflions. 

The Fear of being thought Pedants hath been 
of pernicious Confequences to young Divines. 
This hath wholly taken many of them off 
from their feverer Studies in the Univer- 
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fity ; which they have exchanged for Plays* 
Poems, and Pamphlets, in order to qualify them 
for Tea-Tables and Coffee-Houfes. This they 
ufually call Polite Converfation , knowing the 
World , and reading Men inflead of Books. Thefe 
Accompiifhments, when applied in the Pulpit, 
appear by a quaint, terfe, florid ftyle, rounded 
into Periods and Cadencies, commonly without 
either Propriety or Meaning. I have liftened 
with my utmoft Attention for half an hour to an 
Orator of this Species, without being able to 
underftand, much lefs to carry away one Angle 
fentence out of a whole Sermon. Others, to 
Ihew that their ftudies have not been confined to 
Sciences, or ancient Authors, will talk in the 
ftyle of a Gaming Ordinary, and White Friars , 
where I fuppofe the Hearers can be little edified 
by the Terms of Palming , Shuffling , Biting , 
Bamboozling and the like, if they have not been 
fometimes converfant among Pickpockets and 
Sharpers. And truly, as they fay, a Man is 
known by his Company, fo it fliould feem, that 
a Man’s Company may be known by his Man- 
ner of expreflin g himfelf either in publick Af- 
femblies or private Converfation. 

It would be endlefs to run over the feveral 
Defefls of Style among us : I fliall therefore 
fay nothing of the Mean and the Paultry , (which 
are ufually attended by the Fujlian ) much lefs of 
the Slovenly or Indecent. Two things I will juft 
warn you againft : The firft is, the Frequency 
of flat unneceflary Epithets ; and the other is, 
the Folly of ufing old thread-bare Phrafcs, which 
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will often make you go out of your Way to 
find and apply them, are naufeous to rational 
Hearers, and will feldom exprefs your Mean- 
ing as well as your own natural Words. 

Although, as I have already obferved, our 
Englijh Tongu£is too little cultivated in this 
Kino-dom, yet the Faults are nine in ten owing 
to Affeftation, and not to the Want of Under- 
ftanding. When a Man s Thoughts are clear, 
the propereft Words will generally offer them- 
felves firft, and his own Judgment will direct 
him in what Order to place them, fo as they 
maybe beft underftood. Where Men erragainil 
this method, it is ufually on purpofe, and to 
Ihew their Learning, their Oratory, their Po- 
litenefs, or their Knowledge of the World. la 
fhort, that Simplicity, without which no human 
Performance can arrive to any great Perfection, 
is no where more eminently ufeful than in this. 

I have been coniidering that part of Oratory, 
which relates to the moving of the Pafhons * 
This I obferve is in Efteem and Pra&ice among 
fome Church-Divines, as well as among all the 
Preachers and Hearers of the Fanatick or En- 
thufiaftick Strain. I will here deliver to you 
(perhaps with more Freedom than Prudence) 
my Opinion upon the Point. 

The two great Orator's of Greece and Rome, 
Demcfihenes and Cicero , though each of them 
a Leader (or as the Greeks called it, a Dcma- 
vosrue) in a popular State, yet ieem to differ m 
their Prance upon this Branch of their Art : 
The former, who had to deal with a People of 
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much more Politenefs, Learning, and Wit, 
laid the greateft Weight of his Oratory upon 
the ftrength of his Arguments offered to their 
Underftanding andReafon : Whereas Tally con- 
fidered the Difpofitions of a fincere, more igno- 
rant, and lefs mercurial Nation, by dwelling 
almoft entirely on the pathetick Part. 

But the principal Thing to be remembered 
is, that the conftant Deiign of both thefe Ora- 
tors in all their Speeches was to drive fome one 
particular Point, either the Condemnation or 
Acquittal of an accufed Perfon, a perfuafive to 
War, the enforcing of a Law, and the like, 
which was determined upon the fpot, according 
as the Oratory on either fide prevailed. And 
here it was often found of abfolute Necefiity to 
inflame or cool the Paflions of the Audience ; 
efpecially at Rome, where Tally fpoke. And 
with thofe Writings young Divines ( I mean 
thofe among them who read old Authors) are 
more converfant than with thofe of Demofthenes % 
who by many Degrees excelled the other, at 
leaft as an Orator. But I do not fee, how this 
Talent of moving the Paflions can be of any 
great Ufe towards dire&ing Chriftian Men in 
the Conduft of their Lives, at leaft in thefe 
Northern Climates, where I am confident the 
ftrongeft Eloquence of that kind will leave few 
Impreflions upon any of ourfpirits deep enough 
to laft till the next Morning, or rather to the 
next Meal. 

But what hath chiefly put me out of Conceit 
with this moving manner of Preaching is, the 

frequent 
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frequent Difappointment it meets with. I know 
a Gentleman who made it a Rule in reading, 
to fkip over all Sentences where he fpied a Note 
of Admiration at the End. I believe, if thofe 
Preachers, who abound in Epipbonema' s, would 
but look about them, they would find one Part 
of their Congregation out of Countenance, and 
the other afieep, except perhaps an old. Female 
Beggar or two in the Illes, who (if they be 
fincere) may probably groan at the Sound. 

Nor is it a Wonder, that this Expedient 
fhould fo often mifcarry, which requires fo much 
Art and Genius to arrive at any Perfection in 
it, as any^Man will find, much fooner than 
learn, by confulting Cicero himlelf. 

I therefore entreat you to make Ufe of this 
Faculty (if you are ever fo unfortunate as to 
think you have it) as feldom, and with as much 
Caution as you can, elfe I may probably have 
Occafion to fay of you, as a great Perfon laid of 
another upon this very SubjeCt. A Lady asked 
him, coining out of Church, Whether it were 
'not a very moving Difcourfe ? Yes, faid he, I 
was extremely forty , for the Man is my Friend. 

If in Company you offer fomething for a Jeft, 
and No-body feconds you in your Laughter, 
nor feems to relifh what you faid, you may 
condemn their Tafte, if you pleafe, and appeal 
to better Judgments 5 but in the mean time, it 
mull be agreed, you make a very indifferent 
Figure : And it is, at lead, equally ridiculous 
to be difappointed in endeavouring to make o- 
ther Folks grieve, as to make them laugh. 

* A plain 
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A plain convincing Reafon may poffibly ope- 
rate upon the Mind, both of a learned and ig- 
norant Hearer as long as they live, and will 
edify a thoufand times more than the Art of wet- 
ting the Handkerchiefs of a whole ♦Congrega- 
tion, if you were lure to attain it. 

If your Arguments be ftrong, in God’s Name 
offer them in as moving a manner, as the Nature 
of t|ie Subject will probably admit, wherein Rea- 
fon and good Advice will be your fafeft Guides ; 
but beware of letting the pathetick Part fwallow 
up the rational : For I fuppofe Philofophers have 
long agreed, that Paflion fhould never prevail 
over Reafon. * 

And as I take it, the two principal Branches 
of Preaching, are, firft to tell the People, what 
is their Duty ; and then to convince them that 
it is fo. The Topicks for both thefe, we know, 
are brought from Scripture and Reafon. Upon 
this firft, I wifh it were often prafUfed to in- 
ftruft the Hearers in the Limits, Extent, and 
Compafs of every Duty, which requires a good 
deal of Skill and Judgment : The other Branch 
is, I think, not fo difficult. But what I would 
offer upon both, is this, That it feems to be in 
the Power of a reafonable Clergyman, if he 
will be at the Pains, to make the moft ignorant 
Man comprehend what is his Duty, and to con- 
vince him by Arguments drawn to the Level of 
his Underftanding, that he pught to perform it. 

But I muff remember, that my Defign in this 
Paper was not fo much to infl.ru 61 you in your 
Bufinefs either as a Clergyman, or a Preacher, 

as 




a Young Clergyman. y 15 

as to warn you againft fome Miftakes, which 
are obvious to the Generality of Mankind, as 
well as to me ; and we, who are Hearers, may 
be allowed to have fome Opportunities in the 
Quality of being Standers-by. Only perhaps I 
may now again tranfgrefs by defiring you to 
exprefs tire Heads of your Divifions in as few 
and clear Words as you poffibly can ; otherwife, 
I and many thoufand others will never be able 
to retain them, nor confcquently to carry away 
a fyllable of the Sermon. 

I fhall now mention a Particular, wherein 
your whole Body will be certainly againft me, 
and the Laity, almoft to a Man, on my fide* 
However it came about, I cannot get over the 
Prejudice of taking fome little Offence at the 
Clergy for perpetually reading their Sermons 5 
perhaps my frequent hearing of Foreigners, who 
never make Ufe of Notes, may have added to 
my Difguft. And I cannot but think, that what- 
ever is read, differs as much from what is repeat- 
ed without Book, as a Copy does from an O- 
riginal. At the fame time I am highly fenlible, 
what an extream Difficulty it would be upon you 
to alter this Method ; and that, in fuch a Cafe, 
your Sermons would be much Ids valuable than 
they are, for want of Time to improve and cor- 
rect them. I would therefore gladly come to a 
Compromife with you in this matter. I knew 
a Clergyman of fome Diftin&ion, who appear- 
ed to deliver his Sermon without looking into 
his Notes, which when I complimented him up-- 
on, he allured me, he could not repeat fix Lines 5 

C but 
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hut his Method was to write the whole Sermon 
in a large plain Hand, with all the Forms of 
Margin, Paragraph, marked Page, and the 
like } then on Sunday Morning, took care to 
run it over five or fix times, which he could do 
in an Hour ; and when he delivered it, by pre- 
tending to turn his Face from one fide to the 
other, he would (in his own Expreflion) pick 
tip the Lines, and cheat his' People by making 
them believe he had it all by Heart. He farther 
added, that whenever he happened by Ncglefil 
to omit any of thei’e Circumftances, the Vogue 
of the Parifh was, our DcElor gave us but an 
indifferent Sermon to-day. Now among us, many 
Clergymen a£l too dire£Uy contrary to this Me- 
thod, that from a Habit of faving T ime and Pa- 
per , which they acquired at the Univerfity, they 
write in fo diminutive a manner, with fnch fre- 
quent Blots and Interlineations, that they are 
hardly able to go on without perpetual Hefita- 
tions or extemporary Expletives : And I defire to 
know what can be more inexculable, than to 
fee a Divine and a Scholar at a Lois in reading 
his own Compofitions, which it is fuppofed he 
has been preparing with much Pains and Thought 
‘for the Inftru&ion of his People. The W ant of 
a little more Care in this article is the Caufe of 
much ungraceful Behaviour. You will obferve 
fome Clergymen with their Heads held down 
from the Beginning to the End, within an Inch 
of the Culhion, to read what is hardly legible : 
which, befides the untoward manner, .hinders 
than from making the bell Advantage of their 

Voice ; 
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Voice v Others again have a trick of popping 
up and down every moment from their Paper to 
the Audience, like an idle School-boy on a 
Repetition Day. 

Let me intreat you therefore to add one half 
Crown a Year to the Article of Paper j to 
tranfcribe your Sermons in as large and plain a 
manner as you can, and either make no In- 
terlineations, or change the whole Leaf ; for vve, 
your Hearers, would rather you fhould be lei's 
correct, than perpetually hammering, which I 
take to be one of the word Solecifms in Kbeto- 
rick. And laftly, read your Sermon once or 
twice for a few Days before you preach it : To 
which you will probably anfwer feme Years 
hence, T). )at it was but jujl fini/hed , when the 
lap Bell rung to Church j and I fhall readily be- 
lieve, but notexcule you. 

I cannot forbear warning you in the mod 
earned manner again!! endeavouring at Wit in 
your Sermons, becaufe, by the drifted compu- 
tation, it is very near a Million toOne that you 
have none j and becaufe too many of your Call- 
ing have confequently made themfelves ever- 
laftingly ridiculous by attempting it. I remem- 
„ ber feveral young Men in this Town, who could 
never leave the Pulpit under half a Dozen Con- 
ceits } and the Faculty adhered to tliofe Gen- 
tlemen a longer’ or fhorter time, exaftly in Pro- 
portion to their feveral Degrees of Dulnefs : 
Accordingly, I am told that fome of them re- 
tain it to this Day. I heartily vvilh the Brood 
were at an End. 
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Before you enter into the common unfufFera- 
ble Cant of taking all Occafions to difparage 
the Heathen Philofophers , I hope you will differ 
from fome of your Brethren by firfl enquiring 
what thole Philofophers can fay for themfelves. 
The Syftem of Morality to be gathered out of 
the Writings or Sayings of thole ancient Sages 
falls undoubtedly very fhort of that delivered in 
the Gofpel, and wants, befides, the Divine 
Sanflion which our Saviour gave to his. What- 
ever is further related by the Evangelifts, con- 
tains chiefly Matters of Fa6t, and confequently 
of Faith $ iuch as the Birth of Chrift, his being 
the Mefliah, his Miracles, his Death, Refur- 
reclion, and Afcenfion : None of which can 
properly come under the Appellation of human 
Wifdom, being intended only to make us wife 
\into Salvation. And therefore in this Point 
nothing can juftly be laid to the Charge of the 
Philofophers , further than that they were igno- 
rant of certain Fa£ls, which happened long af- 
ter their Death. But I am deceived, if a better 
Comment could be any where colle&ed upon 
the moral Part of the Gofpel, than from the 
Writings of thole excellent Men $ even that 
divine Precept of loving our Enemies, is at large 
infilled on by Plato , who puts it, as I remem- 
ber, into the Mouth of Socrates . And as to 
the Reproach of Heathenifm, I doubt they had 
le's of it than the corrupted Jews, in whofe 
Time they lived. For it is a grofs Piece of Ig- 
norance among us, to conceive, that in thofe po- 
lite and learned Ages, even Perfons of any tole- 
rable 
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rable Education, much lefs the wifeft Philofo- 
phers, did acknowledge or worflnp any more 
tlian one Almighty Power, under feveral Deno- 
minations, to whom they allowed all thole At- 
tributes we aferibe to the Divinity : And as I 
take it, human Com prehen lion reacheth no fur- 
ther j neither did our Saviour think it neceflary 
to explain to us the Nature of God, becaufe, I 
fuppofe, it would be impoflible without bellow- 
ing on us other Faculties than we poffels at pie- 
fent. But the true Mifery of the Heathen World 
appears to be, what I before mentioned, the 
Want of a Divine San&ion, without which, the 
Dilates of the Philofophers failed in the Point 
of Authority, and confequently the Bulk of Man- 
kind lay indeed under a great Load of Igno- 
rance, even in the Article ol Morality : but the 
Philofophers themfelves did not. Take the Mat- 
ter in tnis Light, and it will afford Field enough 
for a Divine to enlarge on by fhewing the Ad- 
vantages, which the Chriftian World has over 
the Heathen, and the ablbiute Neceflity of Di- 
vine Revelations to make the Knowledge of the 
true God, and the Pra&ice of Virtue) more uni- 
verfal in the World. 

I am not ignorant, how much I differ in 
this Opinion from fome ancient Fathers in the 
Church, who arguing againll the Heathens made 
it a principal Topick to decry their Philofophy 
as much as they could : Which, I hope, is not 
altogether our prelent Cal'e. Belides, it is to be 
confidered that thofe F atfiers lived in the decline 
M Literature j and in my Judgment (who ftiould 
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be unwilling to give the leaft Offence) appear to 
be rather molt excellent holy Perfons, than of 
tranfeendent Genius and Learning. Their ge- 
nuine Writings (for many of them have ex- 
tremely fuffered by fpurious Additions) are of 
admirable Ufe for confirming the Truth of an- 
cient Doctrines and Difcipline, by {hewing the 
State and Practice of the Primitive Chlirch. But 
among fuch of them as have fallen in my way, 
I do not remember any whofe manner of argu- 
ing or exhorting I could heartily recommend 
to the Imitation of a young Divine, when he is 
to fpeak from the Pulpit'. Perhaps I judge too 
haftiiy ; there being feveral of them, in whofe 
Writings I have made very little Progrefs, and 
in others none at all. For I perufed only fuch 
as were recommended to me at a time when I 
had more Leilure, and a better Difpofition to 
read, than have fmee fallen to my {hare. 

To return then to the Heathen Philofophers : 
I hope you will not only give them Quarter, 
but make their Works a confiderable Part of 
your Study. To thefe I will venture to add the 
Principal Orators and Hiftorians, and perhaps a 
few of the Poets : By the reading of which, yon 
will foon difeover your Mind and Thoughts to 
be enlarged, your Imagination extended and re- 
fined, your Judgment direfted, your Admira- 
. tion leffened, and your Fortitude increaled t 
All which Advantages muft needs be of ex- 
cellent Ufe to a Diving whpf'e Duty is to Preach 
and Prailife the Contempt of Human Things. 

I would 
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of # . I would fay fomething concerning Quotati- 
ons, wherein I think you cannot be too fparing, 
except from Scripture, and the primitive Writers 
fff: of the Church. As to the former, when you 
offer a Text as a Proof for an Illullration, we 
your Hearers expeft to be fairly uled, and fome- 
times think we have Reafon to complain, efpe- 
cially of you younger Divines ; which makes 
k' ’ us fear, that fome of you conceive you have no 
more to do than to turn over a Concordance, 
and there having found the Principal Word, in- 
troduce as much of the Verfe, as will ferve your 
Turn, though in reality it makes nothing for 
you. I do not altogether difapprove the man- 
1 ner of interweaving Texts of Scripture - through 
[i, the ftyle of your Sermon, wherein, however, I 
v have fometimes obferved great Inftanccs of In- 
difcretion and Impropriety, againft which I 
•. therefore venture to give you a Caution. 

As to Quotations from ancient Fathers, I 
think they are beft brought in to confirm fome 
r, Opinion controverted by thofe, who differ from 
Us : In other Cafes, we give you full Power to 
adopt the Sentence for your own, rather than 
tell us, as St. Auftin excellently obferves . But 
to mention modern Writers by Name, or ufe 
the Phrafe of a late excellent Prelate of our 
Church , and the like, is altogether intolerable, 
f and for what Reafon I know not, makes every 
K Rational Hearer afhamed. Of no better a Stamp 
is your Heathen Philofopher , and famous- Poet , 
and Roma n Hi/lorian , at leaft in common Con- 
gregations, 
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gregations, who will rather believe you on your 
own Word, than on that of Plato or Homer, ' 

I have lived to lee Greek and Latin almoft en- 
tirely driven out of the Pulpit, for which I an* 
heartily glad. The frequent Ufe of the latter 
was certainly a Remnant of Popery, which ne- 
ver admitted Scripture in the vulgar Language ; , 
and I wonder that Pra&ice was never according- 
ly obje£led to us by the Fanaticks. 

The mention of Quotations puts me in mind 
of Common-Place Books, which have been long 
in Ufe by induftrious young Divines, and I hear 
do ftill continue fo j I know they are very be- ; 
neficial to Lawyers and Phyficians, becaufe they 
are Colle&ions of Fafts or Cafes, whereupon a 
great Part of their feveral Faculties depend ; of 
thefe I have feen feveral, but never yet any writ- 
ten by a Clergyman j only from what I am in - 
formed, they generally are Extra&s of Theolo- 
gical and Moral Sentences, drawn from Eccle- 
fiaftical and other Authors, reduced under pro- 
per Heads, ufually begun, and perhaps finifhed, 
while the Colleftors were young in the Church, 
as being intended for Materials, or Nurferies to 
(lock future Sermons. You will obferve, the 
wifeft Editors of ancient Authors, when they 
meet a fentence worthy of being diftinguilhed* 
take fpecial care to have the firft word printed 
in capital letters, that you may not overlook it : 
Such, for Example, as the Inconfancy of Fortune y 
the Goodnefs of Peace , the Excellency of Wifdom y 
the Certainty of Death ; that Prosperity makes 
Men inf ole nt } and Adverfity humble } and the 
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like eternal Truths, which every Ploughman 
knew long enough before Arijiotle or Plato were 
born. If Theological Common-Place Books be 
no better filled, I think they had better be laid 
afide ; and I could wilh that Men of tolerable 
Intellectuals would truft their own natural Rea- 
fon, improved by a general converfation with 
Books, to enlarge on a Point which they 


are fuppofed already to underftand. If a ra- 
tional Man reads an excellent Author with juft 
Application, he lhall find himlelf extremely im- 
proved, and perhaps infenfibly led to imitate 
that Author’s Perfections, although in a little 
time he Ihould not remember one Word in the 
Book, nor even the; SubjeCt it handled : For 
Books give the fame Turn to our Thoughts 
and Way of Reafoning, that good and ill Com- 
pany does to our Behaviour and Converfation ; 
without either loading our Memories, or mak- 
ing us even fenfible of the change. And par- 
ticularly I have obferved in Preaching, that no 
men fucceed better than thofe, who trull entirely 
to the ftock or fund of their own Reafon, ad- 
vanced indeed, but not over-laid by commerce 
with Books. Whoever only reads in order to 
tranferibe wife and fliining Remarks, without - 
entering into the Genius and Spirit of the Au- 
thor, as it is probable he will make no very 
judicious Extrafl, fo he will be apt to truft to 
that collection in all his Compofitions, and be 
milled out of the regular Way of Thinking in 
order to introduce thofe materials, which he has 
been at the Pains to gather : And the ProduCl 
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of all this will be found a manifeft incoherent 
Piece of Patch-work. 

Some Gentlemen, abounding in their Uni- 
verfity Erudition, are apt to fill their Sermons 
with Philofophical Terms and Notions of the 
metaphyfical or abftra£ted Kind, which gene- 
rally have one Advantage, to be equally under- 
ftood by the Wife, the Vulgar, and the Preacher 
himfelf. I have been better entertained, and 
more informed by a chapter in the Pilgrim's 
Progrefs, than by a long Difcourfe upon the 
Will and the lutelleft, and fimple or complex I- 
deas. Others again are fond of dilating on Mat- 
ter and Motion, talk, of the fortuitous Concourfe 
of Atoms, of Theories, and Phenomena ; dire&ly 
againll the Advice of St. Paul, who yet appears 
to have been converfant enough in thofe kinds 
of ftudies. 

I do not find, that you are anywhere dire£led 
in the Canons or Articles to attempt explain- 
ing the Myfteries of the Chriftian Religion, 
And indeed, fince Providence intended there 
Ihould be Myfteries, I do not fee how it can be 
agreeable to Piety, Orthodoxy, or good Senfe, to 
go about liich a Work. For to me there feems 
to be a manifeft Dilemma in the Cafe : If you 
explain them, they are myfteries no longer $ if 
you fail, you have laboured to no Purpofe. What 
I fliould think moft reafonable and fafe for you 
to do upon this Occafion, is upon folemn days 
to deliver the Do&rine, as the Church holds it, 
and confirm it by Scripture. For my Part, ha- 
ving confidered the matter impartially, I can fee 

no 
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no great Reafon, which thofe Gentlemen, you 
call the Free-Thinkers , can have for their cla- 
mour againft religious Myfteries j fince it is 
plain, they were not invented by the Clergy, to 
whom they bring no Profit, nor acquire any 
Honour. For every Clergyman is ready either 
to tell us the utmoft he knows, or to confefs that 
he does not underftand them j neither is it 
ftrange that there Ihould be Myfteries in Divi- 
nity, as well as in the commoneft Operations in 
Nature. 

And here I am at a Lofs, what to fay upon 
the frequent cuftom of preaching againft Athe- 
ifm , Deifm , Free-Thinking, and the like, as young 
Divines are particularly fond of doing, elpeci- 
ally when they exercile their T alent in Churches 
frequented by Perfons of Quality j which, as it 
is but an ill Compliment to the Audience, fo I 
am under fome doubt whether it anfwers the 
. End ; becaufe Perfons under thofe Imputations 
are generally no great frequenters of Churches, 
and lb the Congregation is but little edified for 
the fake of three or four Fools, who are palh 
Grace : Neither do I think it any part of Pru- 
dence, to perplex the minds of well-difpofed 
People with Doubts, which probably would ne- 
ver have otherwife come into their Heads. But 
I am of Opinion, and dare be politive in it, 
-that not one in a hundred of thofe who pretend 
to be Free-Thinkers , are really fo in their Hearts. 
For there is one Obfervation, which I never 
knew to fail ; and I delire you will examine it 
in the courfe of your Life $ That no Gentleman 
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of a liberal Education, and regular in his Mo- 
rals, did ever profefs himfelf a Free-Thinker* 
Where then are thefe kind of People to be found ? 
Among the worft part of the Soldiery, made up 
of Pages, younger Brothers of obfeure Families, 
and others of defperate Fortunes ; or elfe among 
idle Town-Fops, and now and then a drunken 
’Squire of the Country. Therefore nothing can 
be plainer, than that Ignorance and Vice are 
two Ingredients abfolutely neceflary in the Com- 
pofition of thofe, you generally call Free-Think- 
ers, who in propriety of fpeech are no Thinkers 
at all. And fmee I am in the way of it, pray 
confider one Thing farther : As young as you 
are, you cannot but have already obferved, what 
a violent Run there is among too many weak 
People againft Univerfity Education : Be firmly 
aflured, that the whole Cry is made up by thofe, 
who were either never fent to a College, or > 
through their Irregularities and Stupidity never 
made the leaft Improvement, while they were 
there. I have at leaft forty of the latter fort now 
in my Eye j feveral of them in this Town, whofe 
Learning , Manners , Temperance, Probity, Good- 
nature, and Politicks , are all of a Piece 3 others 
of them in the Country, opprefling their Te- 
nants, tyrannizing over the Neighbourhood, 
cheating the Vicar, talking Nonfenfe, and get- 
ting drunk at the Seflions, Iti s from fuch Se- 
minaries as thefe, that the World is provided 
with the feveral Tribes and Denominations of 
Free-Thinkers , who, in my Judgment, are not 
to’ be reformed by Arguments offered to prove 
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the Truth of the Chrifiian Religion , becaufe 
Reafoning will never make a Man correct an 
ill Opinion, which by Reafoning he never ac- 
quired : For, in the courfe of things, Men 
always grow vicious before they become Un- 
believers j but if you would once convince 
the Town or Country Profligate by Topicks 
drawn from the View of their own Qtiist, Re- 
putation , Health, and Advantage, their In- 
fidelity would foon drop off : This, I confefs, 
is no eafy Talk, becaufe it is almoft in a lite- 
ral Senfe to fight with Beafts. Now to make 
it clear, that we are to look for no other Ori- 
ginal of this Infidelity , whereof Divines fo 
much complain, it is allowed on all hand?, 
that the People of* England are more corrupt 
in their Morals than any other Nation this 
day under the£z»/?: And this Corruption is 
manifeftly owing to other caufes both mi?ne- 
rous and obvious, much more than to the Pub- 
lication of irreligious Books, which indeed 
are but the confequence of the former. F or all 
the Writers againft Chriftianity, fince the 
Revolution, have been of the loweft Rank a- 
mong Men in regard to Literature, Wit, and 
good Senfe, -and upon that Account wholly 
unqualified to propagate Herefies, unlcl's a- 
mong a People already abandoned. 

In an Age, where every thing difliked by 
thofe, who think with the Majority, is called 
Difaffeftion, it may perhaps be ill interpreted, 
when I venture to tell you, that this univerfal 
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Depravation of Manners is owing to the per- 
petual bandying of Factions among us for thir- 
ty years pad $ when, without weighing the 
Motives of JuJHce , Law, Conference , or Ho- 
nour , every Man adjufts his Principles to thofe 
of the Party he hathchofen, and among whom 
he may bed find his own Account : But by 
realon of our frequent Viciflitudes, Men who 
were impatient to be out of Play, have been 
forced to recant, or at lead to reconcile their 
former Tenets with every new Sydem of Ad- 
minidration. Add to this, that the old fun- 
damental Cudom of annual Parliaments be- 
ing wholly laid ufide, and Ele&ions growing 
chargeable, fince Gentlemen found that their 
Country-Seats brought them in-lefs than a 
Seat in the Houfe, the Voters, that is to fay , 
the Bulk of the Common People have been 
nniverfally feduced into Bribery y Perjury, Drunr 
kennefs , Malice , and Slander. 

Not to be further tedious, or rather invidi- 
ous, thefe are ^ few among other Caufes, 
which have contributed to the Ruin of our 
Morals , and confequently to the Contempt of 
Religion : For imagine to yourfelf, if you 
pleafe, a landed Youth, whom his Mother 
would never differ to look into a Book for 
fear of fpoiling his Eyes, got into Parliament, 
and obferving the Enemies to the Clergy heard 
with the utmod Applaufe j what Notions he 
mud imbibe ! how readily he will join in the 
Cry $ what an Edeem he will conceive of 

him- 
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himfelf ; and what a Contempt he muff en- 
tertain, not only for his Vicar at home, but 
for the whole Order ! 

I i^ierefore again conclude, That the Trade 
of Infidelity hath been taken up only for an 
Expedient to keep in countenance that uni- 
versal Corruption of Morals , which many o- 
tlier Caufes firft contributed to introduce and 
to cultivate. And thus Mr. Hobbes' s Saying 
upon Reafon may be much more properly 
applied to Religion : That, If Religion will 
be againfi a Man, a Man will be againfi Re- 
ligion . Though after all, I have heard a 
Profligate offer much ftronger Arguments a- 
gainft paying his Debts, than ever he was 
known to do againft Chrifiianity : indeed* 
the Reafon was, becaufe in that Juncture he 
happened to be clofer prefled by the Bailiff 
than the Parfon. 

Ignorance may perhaps be the Mother of 
Superfiition , but Experience hath not proved 
it to be fo of Devotion ; for Chrifiianity always 
made the moft eafy and quickeft Progrefs in 
civilized Countries* I mention this, becaufe 
it is affirmed, that the Clergy are in m«ft 
Credit where Ignorance prevails, (and furely 
this Kingdom would be called the Paradife • 
of Clergymen, if that Opinion were true) for 
which they inftance England in the Times of 
Popery. But whoever knows ahy thing of 
three or four Centuries before the Reforma- 
tion, will find, the little Learning then ftir- 
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ring was more equally divided between the 
Englijb Clergy and Laity, than it is at pre- 
fent. There were feveral famous Lawyers in 
that Period , whofe Writings are dill ip the 
highefi: Repute, and fome Hijhrians and Poets, 
who were not of the Church . Whereas now- 
a-days our # Education is fo corrupted, that 
you will hardly find a young Perfon of Qua- 
lity with the leaft Tinfture of Knowledge, 
at the fame Time that the Clergy Were never 
more learned or fo icurvily treated. ' Here a- 
mong us, at lead, a Man of Letters out of 
the three Profefiions is almoft a Prodigy. And 
thefe few, who have preferved any Rudiments 
of Learning, are (except perhaps one or two 
Smattefers) the Clergy’s Friends to a Man 3 
And I dare appeal to any Clergyman m this 
Kingdom, whether the greateft Dunce in his 
Parilh is not always the moft proud, wicked, 
fraudulent* and intractable of his Flock. 

I think the Clergy have almoft given over 
perplexing themfelves and their Hearers with 
abftrufe Points of Predeftination, EleClion* 
and the like j at leaft, it is time they fhould $ 
and therefore I lhall not trouble you further 
upon this Head. 

I have now faid all I could think conve- 
nient with relation to your Conduft in the 
Pulpit : As to your ^behaviour in Life lit 
another Scene, I (hall readily offer you my 
Thoughts, if you appear to defire them from 

me* 
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me, by your Approbation of what I have 
here written j if not, I have already troubled 
you too much, 

l am, Sir, 

V >A; r v , ^ '• ■ -t 

7i?:*r Affe flic n ate 

.jjWfey ; /&L*Y ■ 5f*> . 


Friend and Servant, 
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•ON THE 

Fates of CLERGYMEN. 

T HE RE is no Talent fo ufeful towards 
riling in the World, or which puts 
Men more out of the Reach of For- 
tune, than that Quality generally poflVffed by 
the dulleft fort of People, and is in common 
Speech called Difcreticn , a Species of lower 
Prudence, by the Afliftance of which People 
of the meanclt Intellectuals, without any o- 
thcr Qualification, pafs through the World in 
great Tranquillity, and with univerfal good 
Treatment, neither giving nor taking Offence, 
Courts are feldom unprovided of Perfons un- 
der this CharaCer, on whom, if they happen 
to be of great Quality, moll Employments, 
even the greateft, naturally fall, when Com- 
petitors will not agree ; and in fuch Promo- 
tions no-body rejoices or grieves. The Truth 
of this I could prove by feveral Inftances with- 
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in ray own Memory (for I fay nothing of 
the prefent Times.) 

And indeed, as Regularity and Forms are 
of great Ule in carrying on the Bufmefs of the 
World, fo it is very convenient, that Perfons 
endued with this kind of Difcretion Ihould 
have that (hare, which is proper to their Ta- 
lents in the conduft of Affairs, but by no 
Means to meddle in Matters, which require 
Genius , Learning, Jlrong Comprebenfion, £>uick- 
nefs of Conception , Magnanimity, Generojity , 
Sagacity , or any other fuperior Gift of human 
Minds. Became this fort of Difcretion is u- 
fually attended with a ftrong Defire of Mo- 
ney, and few Scruples about the Way of 
obtaining it, with fcrvile Flattery and Sub- 
miffion, with a Want of all publick Spirit or 
Principle, with a perpetual wrong Judg- 
ment, when the Owners come into Power 
and high Place, how to difpofe of Favour and 
Preferment ; having no Meafure for Merit 
and Virtue in others, but thofe veiy Steps by 
which themfelves afcended } nor the lead In- 
tention of doing Good or Hurt to the Pub- 
lick, farther than either one or t’other is likely 
to be fubfervient to their own Security or In- 
tercft. Thus, being void of all Friendfhip and 
Enmity, they never complain nor find Fault 
with the Times, and indeed never have Rea- 
fon to do fo. * 

Men of eminent Parts and Abilities, as’ 
well as Virtues, do lometimes rife in the. 

Court , 
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Court, fometimes in the Law, and fbmetim®^ 
even in the Church. Such were the Lord Ba- 
con, the Earl of Strafford , Archbiftiop Laud 
in the Reign of King Charles I. and others in 
our own Times, whom I (hall not name ; 
» but thefe, and many more, under different 
Princes, and in different Kingdoms, were 
- Difgraced of Banijhed, or fuffered Death , mere- 
ly in Envy to their Virtues and fuperior Ge- 
nius, which emboldened them in great Exi- 
gencies and Diftrcffes of State (wanting a rea- 
lonable Infufion of this Aldermanly Difcre- 
tion) to attempt the fervice of their Prince and 
Country out of the common Forms. 

This evil Fortune, which generally attends 
extraordinary Men in the management of 
great Affairs, hath been imputed to divers 
Caufes, that need not be here fet down, when 
fo obvious an One occurs , if what a certain 
Writer obferves be true, that when a great 
Genius appears in the World, the Dunces are 
all in Confederacy againjl him. And thus* 
although he employs his Talent wholly in his 
clofet, without interfering with any Man’s 
Ambition or Avarice, what muff he expeCt: 
when he ventures out to feek for Preferment 
in a Court, but univerfal Oppofition when he 
is mounting the Ladder, and every Hand 
ready to turn him off, when he is at the Top ? 
And in this point Fortune generally acts di- 
rectly contrary to Nature ; for in Nature we 
find, that Bodies full of Life and Spirits 
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mount eafily, and are hard to fall, whereas 
heavy Bodies are hard to rile, and come down 
with greater Velocity in Proportion to their 
Weight ; but we find Fortune every day ail- 
ing jull the ReVerfe of this. 

This Talent of Difcretion, as I have de- 
fcribed it in its feveral Adjun&s and Circum- 
ftances, is rid where fo ferviceable as to the 
Clergy t to whofe Preferment nothing is fo 
fatal as the Character of Wit, Polltenefs in 
Reading, Or Manners, or that kind of Be- 
haviour, which we contract by having too 
tnuch converted with Perfons of high Stations 
and Eminency ; thefe Qualifications being 
reckoned by the Vulgar of all Ranks to be 
Marks of Levity, which is the laft Crime thfc 
World will pardon in a Clergyman ; T o this 
I may add a free Manner of lpeaking in mixt 
'Company, and too frequent an Appearance 
in Places of much Refort, which are equally 
noxious to fpiritual Promotions. 

I have known indeed a few Exceptions to 
fome Parts of thefe Regulations . I have feeri 
fome of the dulleft Men alive aiming at Wit, 
and others with as little Pretentions affecting 
Politenefs in Manners and Difcourfe, but 
never being able to perfuade the World of 
their Guilt, they grew into contiderable Sta- 
tions, upon the firm Aflurance which all Peo- 
ple had of their Difcretion , beraufe they were 
a Size too low to deceive the World to their 
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own Difadvantage. But this, I confefs, is 2 
Tryal too dangerous often to engage in; 

There is a known ftory of a Clergyman * 
who was recommended for a Preferment, by 
fome great Men at Court, to an Archbifhopj 
His Grace faid, he had heard that the Clergy- 
man ufed to play at Whifk and Swobbers $ 
that as to playing now and then a fober Game 
at Whifk for Paftime, it might be pardoned \ 
but he could not digeft thofe wicked Swob- 
bers ; and, it was with fome Pains that my 

X.ord S rs could undeceive him. Talk* 

by what Talents we may fuppofe that great 
Prelate afcended fo high, or what fort of Qua- 
lifications he would expefl in thofe whom he 
took into his Patronage, or would probably 
recommend to Court for the Government of 
D if ant Churches . 

Two Clergymen in my Memory flood Can-* 
didates for a fmall Free- School in — Shire , 
where a Gentleman of Quality and Intereft 
fn the Country, who happened to have a bet- 
ter Underflanding’than his Neighbours, pro- 
cured the Place for him who was the better 
Scholar, and more gentlemanly Perfon of the 
two, very much to the Regret of all the Pa- 
rifh ; the other being di (appointed came up 
to London , where he became the greateft Pat- 
tern of this lower Difcretion that I have known* 
and poffeffed with as heavy Intellefluals } 
which, together with the coldnefs of his Tem- 
per, and Gravity of his Deportment, carried 

him 
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him fafe through many Difficulties, and he 
lived and died in a great Station, while his 
. Competitor is too oblcure for Fame to tell us 
what became of him. 

This fpecies of Difcretion^ which I fo much 
celebrate, and do mbfl heartily recommend, 
hath one Advantage not yet mentioned j that 
it will carry a Man fafe through all the Ma- 
lice and Variety of Parties, fo far, that what- 
ever Faction happens to be uppermoft, his 
Claim is ufually allowed for a Share of what 
is going. And the Thing feems to me highly 
real'onable : For in all great Changes, the 
prevailing Side is ufually fp tempeftuous, that 
it wants the Ballaft of thofe, whom the World 
calls Moderate Men } and I call Men of Dif- 
cretion , whom People in Power may with 
little Ceremony load as heavy as they pleafe, 
drive them through the hardeft and deepeft 
Roads without danger of foundering, or 
breaking their Backs, and will be lure tp find 
them neither rufty nor vicious. 

I will here give the Reader a fliort Hiftory 
of tNvo Clergymen in England , the Characters 
of each, and the Progrefs of their Fortunes in 
. the World j by which the Force of worldly 
Difcretion, and the bad Confequences from 
the Want of that Virtue will-ftrongly appear. 

1 Corufodes , an Oxford Student, and a Far- 
mer’s fon, was never abfent from Prayers or 
LeCture, nor once out of his College after ‘Tom 
had toll’d. He fpent every day ten Hours in 


■wmf 

38 * * • An EJfay on the 

hisClofet, in reading his Courfcs, Dozing, 
clipping Papers, or darning his Stockings, 
which laft he performed to Admiration, He 
could be loberly drunk at the Expence of o- 
thers with College Ale, and atthofe feafonswas 
always moll devoift. He wore the fame Gown 
five Years, without draggling or tearing. He 
never once look’d into a Play- book or a Poem. 
He read Virgil and Ramus in the fame Cadence, 
but with a very different Tafte. He never un- 
derftood a Jeft, or had the lead Conception of 
Wit. 

For one Saying he Hands in Renown to this 
day. Being withfome other Students over a Pot 
of Ale, one of the Company faidfomany plea- 
fant Things, that the reft were much diverted, 
only Corufodes was filent and unmoved. When 
they parted, he called this merry Companion 
afide, and faid, Sir, I perceive by your often 
J 'peaking , and our Friends Laughing, that you 
fpoke many Jefis , and you could not but obferve 
my Silence . But , Sir, this is my Humour $ I ne- 
wer make a JcJl myfelj \ nor ever laugh at ano- 
ther Man's. 

Corufodes thus endowed got into Holy Or- 
ders, having by the moft extreme Parlimony 
faved thirty four pounds out of a beggarly Fel- 
lowship j went up to London, where his Sifter 
was Waiting- Woman to a Lady, and fo good 
aSollicitor,that by her means he was adm itted 
to read Prayers in the Family twice a day, at 
fourteen /hillings a Month. He had now ac-, 

quired 


"Fates ^/CLERGYMEN. 39 

quired a low, obfequious, awkward Bow and 
a Talent of grofs Flattery both in and out of 
.• feafon j he would ihake the Butler by the 
Hand ) he taught the Page his Catechifr/j y and 
was fometimes admitted to dine at th? Stew- 
ard’s Table. In Ihort, he got the good Word 
of the whole Family, and was recommended 
by my Lady for Chaplain to fome other Noble . • 
Houfe, by which his Revenue (befides Vales) 
amounted to about thirty pounds a Year j his 
Sifter procured him a Scarf from my Lord 
(who had a fmall Defign of Gallantry upon 
her j) and by his Lordlhip’s follicitation he 
got a Leftureftiip in Town of fixty Pounds a 
Year ; where he preached conftantly in Per- 
fon, in a grave Manner, with an audible Voice, ' 
a Style Ecclefiaftick, anti the Matter (fuch as 
it was) well fuited to the Intellefluals of his 
Hearers. Some time after a Country Living 
fell in my Lord’s Difpofal, and his Lordflnp, 
who had now fome Encouragement given him 
of fuccefs in his Amour, bellow'd the Living 
on CorufodeSy who ftill kept his Le&urdhip and 
Refidence in Town, where he was a conftant 
Attendant at all Meetings relating to Charity, 
without ever contributing further than his fre- 
quent pious Exhortations. If any Women 
of better Falhion in the Perifh happened to be 
abfentfrom Church, they were fure of a Vilit 
from him in a Day or two, to chide and to, 
dine with them. 
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He had a feleCl Number of Poor conftantly 
attending at the Street Door of his Lodgings, 
for whom he was a common Sollicitor to his 
former Patronefs, dropping in his own half- 
Crown among the Collections, and taking it 
out when he difpofed of the Money. At a 
Perfon of Quality’s Houfe, he would never fit 
down till he was thrice bid, and then upon the 
Corner of the moft diftant Chair. His whole 
Demeanor was formal and ftarched, which ad- 
hered fp clofe, that he could never fhake it off 
in his higheft Promotion. 

His Lord was now in high Employment at 
Court, and attended by him with the moft ab- 
jeCt Afliduity, and his Sifter being gone off 
with Child to a private Lodging, my Lord 
continued his Graces to Corufodes , got him to 
be a Chaplain in Ordinary, and in due Time 
a Parifh in Town, and a Dignity hi the Church . 

He paid his Curates punctually, at the lpweft^ 
Sailary, and partly out of the Communion- 
Money i but gave them good Advice in A- 
bundance. He married a Citizen’s Widow, 
who taught him to put out fmall Sums at Ten 
per Cent, and brought him acquainted with 
Jobbers in Change- Alley. By her Dexterity he 
ibid the Clarklhip of his Parifh, when it be- 
came vacant. 

He kept a miferable Houfe, but the Blame 
was laid wholly upon Madam ; for the good 
DoClor was always at his Books, or vifiting the 

lick, 
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f« 5 k, Or doing other Offices of Charity and Pie- 
ty in his Pariffi. 

He treated all his Inferiors of the Clergy 
with a moft fan&ified Pride 3 was rigoroully 
and univerfally cenforious upon all his Bre- 
thren of the Gown on their mil appearance in 
the World, or while they continued meanly 
preferred 5 but gave large Allowance to the 
Laity of high Rank or great Riches, ufing nei- 
ther Eyes nof Ears for their Faults * He was 
never fenfible of the leaft Corruption in Courts , 
Parliaments, or Miniftries , but made the moft 
favourable conftru&ions of all publick Pro- 
ceedings $ and Power, in whatever Hands, or 
whatever Party, was always fecute of his moft 
charitable Opinion, He had many wholfome 
Maxims ready to excufe all Mifcarriages of 
State j Men are but Men ; Erunt <vitia donee 
homines ; and Quod fupra nos , nil ad nos 3 with 
feveral others of equal Weight. 

It would lengthen my Paper beyond mea- 
fure to trace out the whole Syftem of his Con- 
du£l ; his dreadful Apprehenfions of Popery 
his great Moderation towards Di (Tenters of all 
Denominations ; with hearty Wiffies, that by 
yielding fomewhat on both Tides, there might 
be a general Union among Proteftants $ his 
ftiort, inoffenfive Sermons in his Turns at 
Court, and the Matter exaflly fuited to the 
prefent Juncture of prevailing Opinions j the 
Arts he ufed to obtain a Mitre, by writing a- 
gainft Epifcopacy j and the Prods he gave of 
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his Loyalty, by paliating or defending the 
Murder of a martyr’d Prince. 

Endowed with all thefe Accomplifliments, 
we leave him in the full Career of Suecef9, 
mounting fall towards the top of the Ladder 
Ecclefiaftical, which he hath a fair probability 
to reach, without the merit of one fingle Vir- 
tue, moderately (locked with the lead valuable 
parts of Erudition, utterly devoid of all Tajle y 
\ 'Judgment , or Genius , and in his Grandeur na- 
turally chufing to hawl up others after him, 
whofe Accomplifliments mod refemblehis own, 
except his beloved Sons, Nephews, or other 
Kindred, be not in Competition ; or laflly, 
except his Inclinations be diverted by thofe, 
who have power to mortify or further advance 
him. 

Eugenio fet out from the fame Uni verfity, 
and about the fame Time with Corufodes $ he 
had the Reputation of an arch Lad at fchool, 
and was unfortunately poflefled with a Talent 
for Poetry , on which Account he received many 
chiding Letters from his Father, and grave Ad- 
vice from his Tutor. He did not neglefl his 
College Learning, but his chief Study was the 
Authors of Antiquity, with a perfect Know- 
ledge in the Greek and Roman Tongues . He 
could never procure himfelf to be chofen Fel- 
low $ for it was objefted againd him, that he 
had written Verfes, and particularly fome, 
wherein he glanced at a certain Reverend Doc- 
tor famous for Dulnefs j that he had been (een 
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■bowing to Ladies as he met them in the ftreets ; 
and it was proved, that once he had been found 
dancing in a private Family with half a dozer? 
of both Sexes. 

He was the younger fon to a Gentleman of 
a good Birth, but frrtall Fortune ; and his 
Father dying, he was driven to London to feek 
his Fortune i He got into Orders, and became 
Reader in a Parilh- Church at twenty pounds 
a Year, was carried by an Oxford Friend to 
Will's Cojfee-Houfe frequented in thofe days by 
Men of Wit, where in fome Time he had the 
bad Luck to bediftinguifhed. His fcanty Sa- 
lary compelled him to run deep in Debt for a 
new Gown and Caflfock, and now and then 
forced him to write fome Paper of Wit or Hu- 
mour, or preach a Sermon for ten (hillings, to 
fupply hisNeceflities. He was a thoufand times 
recommended by his political Friends to great 
Perlons, as a young Man of excellent Parts, 
who deferred Encouragement 5 and received a 
thoufand promifes ; but his Modefty, and a 
generous Spirit, which difdained the ilavery of 
continual Application and Attendance, always 
difappointed him, making room for vigilant 
Dunces, who were fure to be never out of 
fight. 

He had an excellent Faculty in preaching, 
if he were not fometimes a little too refined, 
and apt to truft too much to his own Way of 
thinking and reafoning . 

E 3 When 
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When upon the Vacancy of Preferment ha; 
was hardly drawn to attend upon fome pro- 
mifing Lord, he received the ufual Anfwer, 
that he came too late, for it had been given to' 
another the very Day before. And he had 
only this Comfort left, that every Body faid, 
it was a thoufand Pities, fomething could not 
be done for poor Mr. Eugenio* 

The Remainder of his Story w$l be dif- 
patched in a few Words : Wearied with weak 
Hopes, and weaker Purfuits, he accepted a 
Curacy in Derbyjhire of thirty pounds a Year, 
and when he was five and forty, had the great 
Felicity to be preferred by a Friend of his Fa- 
ther’s to aVicaridge worth annually fixty pounda 
in the moll defart Parts of Lincoln/hire, where, 
his Spirit quite funk with thofe Reflexions 
that Solitude and Difappointments bring, h« 
married a Farmer’s Widow, and is ftill alive, 
utterly undiftinguilhed and forgotten, only 
fome of the Neighbours have accidentally heard, 
that he bad been a notable Man in his Youth . 

* . V 
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Modern Education. 

F ROM frequently refle&ing upon the 
Courfe and Method of educating Youth 
in this and a neighbouring Kingdom, 
with the general fuccefs and- consequence there- 
of, I am come to this Determination, That 
Education is always the nnorfe in Proportion 
to the Wealth and Gvandeuv of the V aients ; 
nor do I doubt in the lead, that if the whole 
World were now under the Dominion of one 
fAoJiarch (provided I might be allovved to 
chufe *iuhere he fhould fix the Seat of his Em- 
pire) the only Son and Heir of that Monaich 
would be the word educated Mortal, that ever 
was born fince the Creation ; and I doubt, 
the fame Proportion will hold through all De- 
grees and Titles, from an Emperor downwards 
to the common Gentry . 
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I do not fay, that this has been always the 
Cafe 5 for in better Times it was direCUy other- 
wife, and a Scholar inayfill half his Greek and 
Roman (helves with Authors of the nobleft 
Birth, as well as highell Virtue : Nor do I tax' 
all Nations at prefent with this DefeCl ; for I 
know there are fome to be excepted, and par- 
ticularly Scotland , under all the Difadvantaget 
of its Climate and Soil, if that happinefs be not 
rather owing even to thole very Disadvantages. ‘ 
What is then to be done, if this Reflection 
muft fix on two Countries, which will be moft 
ready to take Offence, and which of all others 
it will be leaft prudent or fafe to offend ? 

But there is one circumftance yet more dan- 
gerous and lamentable : For if, according to 
the Pojhtlatum already laid down, the higher 
Quality any Youth is of, he is in greater Like- 
lihood to be worfe educated j it behoves me to 
dread, and keep far f rom the Verge of Scan- 
dalum Magnatum . 

Retracing therefore that hazardous PoJIula - 
turn, I fhall venture no further at prefent than 
to fay, that perhaps fome Additional Care in 
educating the Sons of Nobility and principal 
Gentiy might not be ill employed. If this be 
not delivered with foftnefs enough, I muft for 
the future be filent. 

* 

In the mean Time, let me ask only two 
Queftions, which relate to England . I ask 
firft, how it conies about, that for above 
fixty years paft the chief ConduCl of Affairs 
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hath been generally placed in the 'Hands of 
New -men* with very few Exceptions ? The 
Nobleft Blood of England having been fhed in 
the grand Rebellion, many great Families be- 
came extinft, or fupported only by Minors : 
When the King was reftored, very few ofthofo 
Lords remained, who began, or at leaft had . 
improved their Education) under the Reigns 
<>f King James* or King Charles I. of which 
Lords the two principal were the Marquis of 
Ormond * and the Earl of. Southampton » The 
Minors had, during the Rebellion and Usur- 
pation, either received too much Tin£hire of 
bad Principles from thofe fanatick Times, or 
coming to Age at the Reftoration, fell into 
the Vices of that diflolute Reign. 

I date from this ./Era the corrupt Method of 
Education among us, and the Confequence 
thereof, theNeceffity the Crown lay under of 
introducing Ne<w -men into the chief conduct 
of publick affairs, or to the Office of what we 
now call Prime Minifters 5 Men of Art, Know- 
ledge, Application and Infinuation, merely 
for want of a fupply among the Nobility. 
They were generally (though not always) of 
good Birth, lbmetimes younger Brothers, at 
others times fuch, who although inheriting 
good eftates yet happened to be well educa- 
ted, and provided with Learning. Such under 
that King, were Hyde* Bridgeman, Clifford* 
Osborn * Godolphin*AJhley -Cooper ; few or none 
imder thedkort Reign of King 'James XI. Un* 
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deffCin gWllliam, Sommers, Montague, Church - 
it, Vernon , Boyle , ami many others : Under 
the Queen, Harley, St. John, Har court, Tre * 
<r>or, who indeed were perfons of the belt Pri- 
vate Families, but unadorn'd with Titles. Sd 
in the following Reignj Mr. Robert Walpole 
was fpr many years Prime Minifter, in which 
Port he ftill happily continues : His brother 
1 Horace is. Ambaffador extraordinary to France. 
Mr. Addifon and Mr. Craggs , without the leaffc 
Alliance to fupport them, have been Secreta- 
ries of State. 

If the Fa&s have been thus for above fixty 
y£afs paft (whereof I could with a little further 
fecolleftion produce many more inftances) I 
would ask again, how it hath happened, that 
in a Nation plentifully abounding with Nobi- 
lity, fo great a fhare in the moft competent 
parts of publick management hath been for lb 
long a period chiefly entrufted to Commoners, 
unlefs fome omiflions or defers of the higheft 
import may be charged upon thofe, to whom 
the care of educating our noble Youth had been 
committed ? For, if there be any Difference 
between human creatures in the point of natu- 
ral Parts, as we ufually call them, it fhould 
feetn, that the advantage lies on the fide of 
children bom from noble and wealthy Parents ; 
the fame traditional Sloth and Luxury, which 
render their Body weak and effeminate, per- 
haps refining and giving a freer motion to the 
Spirits, beyond what can be expe&ed from the 
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grofs rob u ft blue of meaner mortals. Add to 
Uiis the peculiar advantages, which all young 
Noblemen pollefs by the privileges of their 
birth i fuch as a free Accefs to Courts, and 
a univerfal Deference paid to their Perfons. 

But, as my Lor 6-Bacon charges it for a Fault 
on Princes, that they are impatient to compafs 
Ends, without gh ing themielves die trouble of 
confulting or executing the Means fo perhaps 
it may be the D.ifpofmon of young Nobles, ei- 
ther from die Indulgence of parents, tutors and 
governors, or their own Ina&ivity, that they 
expeft the Accomplijhmpnts of a good Educa- 
tion, without the leaf? expence of Time or 
Study to acquire them. 

W hat I laid laft, I am ready to retrafl $ for 
the cale is infinitely worfe ; and the very Max- 
ims let up to direct modern Education,’ are 
enough to deftroy all the Seeds of Knowledge, 
Honour, Wifdom and Virtue among us. The 
current Opinion, prevails, that the ftudy of 
Greek and Latin is lofs of time : that publick 
Schools, by mingling- the Tons of Noblemen 
with thofe of the Vulgar, engage the former 
in bad Company ; that Whipping breaks the 
Spirits of lads well born j that Uni verities 
make young men Pedants ; that to dance, 
fence, ipeak French, and know how to behave 
yourfbn among great Perfons of both fexes, 
comprehends the n.vbolc Duty of a Gentleman* 

I cannot but think, this wife Syftemof Edu- 
cation hath been much cultivated among us 

by 
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thofe Worthies of the Army, who during the 
laft War returning from Flanders at the clofe 
of each Campaign, became the Di6lators of 
Behaviour, Drefs, and Politenefs to all thofe 
Youngfters, who frequent Chocolate-coffee- 
gaming-houl'es, drawing-rooms, opera’s, le- 
vees and aflemblies ; where a Colonel by his 
Pay, Perquifites and Plunder, was qualified 
to outfhine many Peers of the Realm ; and by 
the influence of an exotick Habit and Demea- 
nor, added to other foreign accomplilhments, 
gave the law to the whole Town, and was 
copyed as the ftandard- pattern of whatever 
was refined in Drefs, Equipage, Converfation, 
or Diverfions. 

I remember in thofe times an admired Origi- 
nal of that vocation, fitting in a coffee-houfe 
near two Gentlemen (whereof one was of the 
the Clergy) who were engaged in lome dif- 
courfe that favoured of Learning. This Of- 
ficer thought fit to interpol'e, and profefling to 
deliver the Sentiments of his Fraternity, as 
well as his own (and probably did fo of too * 
many among them) turning to the Clergyman, 

fpoke in the following manner, D n me 

Doflor, fay what you will , the Army is the only 
School for Gentlemen . Do you think my Lord 
Marlborough beat the French with Greek and 

Latin. D n me. a Scholar when he comes 

into good Company , what is he but an Afs ? 

D n me, 1 would bt glad, by G~—d, to fee 

any 
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fifty of your Scholars with his Nouns, and his 
Verbs , and his Pkilofophy, and Trigonometry, 
what a Figure he would make at a Siege, or 

Blockade , or Rencountering D n me. 

Sec. After which he proceeded with a volley 
of Military Terms, lefs fignificant, founding 
worl'e, and harder to be underftood than any, 
that were ever coined by the Commentators 
upon Ariflotle. I would not here be thought 
to charge the Soldiery with Ignorance and 
Contempt of learning, without allowing ex- 
ceptions, of which I have known many 5 but 
iiowever, the worft Example, efpecially in a 
great majority, will certainly prevail. 

I have heard, that the late Earl of Oxford, in 
the time: of his Miniftry, never pafs’d by White's 
Chocolate-Houfe (the common rendezvous of 
infamous Sharpers and noble Cullies) without 
bellowing a Qurfe upon that famous Acade- 
my, as the ‘bane of half the Englijh Nobility. 
I have likewife been told another pnllage con- 
cerning that great Minifter, which, becaufe it 
gives a humorous Idea of one principal ingre- 
dient in modern Education, take as lolloweth. 
Le Sack the famous French dancing-mailer, in 
great admiration, asked a friend, Whether it 
were true, that Mr. Harley was made an Earl 
and Lord Treafurer ? And finding it confirm- 
ed, faid ; Well I wonder what the Devil the 
teZueen could fee in him 5 for 1 attended him two 
Years, and he was the greateji Dunce, that ever 
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Another Hindrance to good Education, and 
I think the greateft of any, is that pernicious 
cilftom in rich and noble Families, of enter- 
taining French Tutors in their Houfes. Thcfe 
wretched Pedagogues are enjoined by the Fa- 
ther to take fpecial care, that the bay fhall be 
perfect in his French ; by the Mother, that 
Mafier mud not walk till he is hot, nor be fuf* 
fered to play with other Boys, nor be wet in 
his feet, nor daub his cloaths, and to fee the 
Dancing-mafter attends conllantly, and' does 
his duty i (he further infills, that the Child be 
not kept too long poring on his 'Book, becaufe - 
he is fubjeft to lore eye's, and of a weakly 
conftitution. 

By thefe methods the young Gentleman id 
in every article as fully accomplilhed at eight 
Years old, as at eight and twenty, Age adding 
only to the growth of his perfon and his vice 5 
fo that if you Ihould look at him in his Boy- 
hood through the magnifying end of a perfpec- 
tive, and in his Manhood through the other, it 
would be impofiible to fpy any difference j the 
fame Airs, the lame Strutt, the fame Cock of 
his hat, and Pofture of his lword, (as far as 
the change of falhions willallow) the fame Urf- 
derltanding, the fame edmpafs of Knowledge, 
with the very fame Abfurdity, Jmpudence# 
and Impertinence of tongue. 

He is taught from the Nurfery, that he mufl: 
inherit a great Eftate, and hath no need to 
mind his Book, which is a Lelfon he never 
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forgets to the end of his life. His chief So- 
lace is to fteal down, and play at fpan -farthing 
•with the page, or young black-a-moor, or 
little favourite foot-boy, one of which is his 
principal Confident and bofom Friend. 

There is one young Lord in this town, what, 
by an unexampled piece of good Fortune, was 
miraculoufiy fnatched out of the gulph of Ig- 
norance, confined to a publick School for a 
.due term of years, well whipped when he de- 
ferved it, clad no better than his Comrades, 
and always their Play-fellow on the fame 
foot, had no precedence inthefehool, but what 
was given him by his Merit, and loft it when 
ever he was negligent. It is well known how 
many Mutinies were bred at this unprece- 
dented treatment, what Complaints among his 
Relations, and other Great Ones of both fexes ; 
that his Stockings with filver clocks were ra- 
vifti’d from him ; that he wore his own Hair ; 
that his Drefs was undiftinguifhed that he 
was not fit to appear at a Ball or Aflembly, 
nor fuffered to go to either : And it was with 
the utmoft difficulty, that he became qualified 
for his prefent Removal, where he may pro- 
bably be farther perfecuted, and poffibly with 
fuccefs, if the firmnefs of a very worthy Go- 
vernor, and his own good Difpofitions will not 
preferve him. I confefs, I cannot but wifh he 
may go on in the way he began, becaufe I have 
a Curiofity to know by fo firigular an Experi- 
ment, whether Truth, Honour, Jufticc, Tem- 
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perancc, Courage, and good Senfe acquired 
by a School and College Education, may not 
produce a very tolerable Lad, although he 
fhould happen to fail in one or twb of thofe 
Accompli fitments, which in the general vogue 
are held fo important to the finiftiing of a 
Gentleman. 

It is true, I have known an Academical E- 
ducation to have been exploded in publick Af- 
femblies ; and have heard more than one or 
two Perfohs of high rank declare, they could 
learn nothing more at Oxford and Cambridge 
than to drink Ale and fm oak Tobacco ; where- 
in I firmly believed them, and could have ad- 
ded fome hundred Examples from my own ob- 
fervation in one of thofe Univerfities ; but they 
all were of young Heirs fent thither, only for 
Form j either from fchools, where they were 
not fuffered by their careful Parents to {lay a- 
bove threAnonths in the year j. or from under 
the management of French Family-tutors, who 
yet often attended them to their College } to pre- 
. vent all Poffibility of their Improvement : But 
I never yet knew any one Perfon of Quality* 
who followed his Studies at the Univerfity, 
and carried away his juft Proportion of learn- 
ing, that was not ready upon all occafions 
to celebrate and defend that Courfe of Educa- 
tion, and to prove a Patron of learned men. 

There is one Circumftance in a learned edu- 
cation, which ought to have much Weight, 
even with thofe who have no learning at all. 

The 
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Modern Education. 

The. Books read at School and Colleges are full 
,of incitements to Virtue, and difeouragements 
•from Vice, drawn from the wifeft Reafons, 
the ftrongeft Motives, and the moft influencing 
Examples. Thus young Minds are filled ear- 
ly w,ith an Inclination to good, and an Ab- 
horrence of evil, both which increafe in them, 
according to the advances they rfiake in Lite- 
rature } and although they may be, and too 
often are, drawn by the Temptations of Youth, 
and the opportunities of a large Fortune, into 
fome Irregularities, when they come forward 
into the great world, it is ever with Reluc- 
tance anti Compun&ion of mind, becaufe their 
byafs to Virtue ftill continues. They may 
ftray fometimes out of Infirmity or Compli- 
ance ; but they will foon return to the right 
road, and keep it always in view. I fpeak 
only of thofe Excefles, which are too much the 
attendants of Youth and warmer Blood j for, 
as to the points of Honour, Truth, Juftice, and 
other noble gifts of the Mind, wherein the 
temperature of the Body hath no concern, they 
are feldom or ever known to be wild. 

I have engaged myfelf very unwarily in too 
copious a Subject for fo Ihort a paper. The 
prefent Scope I would aim at, is to prove, 
that fome Proportion of human Knowledge 
appears requifite to thofe, who by their Birth or 
Fortune are called to the making of Laws, and 
in a fubordinate way to the Execution of them 5 
and that fufh Knowledge is not to be obtain- 
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ed without a miracle, under the frequent, 
corrupt, and fottilh Methods of educating thofe, 
who are horn to Wealth or Titles. For I 
would have it remembered, that I do by no 
means confine thele remarks to young perfons 
of Noble Birth $ the fame errors running 
through all Families, where there is Wealth 
enough to afford, that their Sons (at ieaft the 
cldeft) may be good for nothing. Why Ihould 
my Son be a Scholar, when it is not intended 
that he Ihould live by his Learning ? By this ' 
rule, if what is commonly faid be true, that 
money anfwereth all things, why Aiould my 
Son be howeft, temperate, juft, or charitable, 
lince he hath no intention to depend upon any 
of thefe qualities for a Maintenance i 

When all is done, perhaps upon the whole, 
the matter is not fo bad as I would make it j 
and God, who worketh good out of evil, a£t- 
ing only by the ordinary caufe and rule of 
Nature, permits this continual Circulation of 
Human Things for his own unfearchableEnds. 
The Father grows rich by Avarice, Injuftice, 
Oppreffion ; he is a Tyrant in the neighbour- 
hood over Slaves and Beggars, whom he calls 
his Tenants. Why ihould he delire to have 
qualities infufed into his Son, which himfelf 
never poffeffed, or knew, or found the want of 
in the Acquifition of his Wealth ? The fon 
bred in floth and idlenefs, becomes a Spend- 
thrift, a Cully, a Profligate, and goes out of 
the world a_ Beggar, as his Father came 
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in : Thus the former is puniflied for his own 
Sifts, as well as for thofe of the fetter. The 
Dung- hill having railed a huge Mufhroom of 
fhort duration, is now fpread to enrich other 
men’s lands. It is indeed of worfe conlcquence, 
where noble Families are gone to decay ; be- 
caufe their Titles and Privileges out-live their 
Eftates j And, Politicians tell us, that nothing 
is more dangerous to the publick, than a nu-. 
merous Nobility without Merit or Fortune. 
But even here, God 4iath likewife preferibed 
fome remedy in the Order of nature, fo many 
great Families coming to an end by the Sloth, 
Luxury, and abandoned Luffs, which ener- 
I'ated their breed through every fucceflion, pro- 
ducing gradually a more effeminate Race, 
wholly unfit for Propagation. 
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MARRIAGE. 

1 . ■w- 

* 

!*HE Hurry and Impertinence of receiving 
and paying Vifits on account of your 
Marriage being now over, you are be- 
ginning to enter into a Courfe of life, where 
you will want much advice to divert you from 
falling into many Errors, Fopperies, and Fol- 
lies to which your Sex is fubjeft. I have al- 
ways born an entire friendfhip to your father 
ana mother 5 and the perfon they have chofen. 
for your Hulband, hath been for fome years 

paft 
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paft my particular Favourite; I have long 
{vrftied you might come together, becaufe I 
hoped, that from the goodneis of your Difpo- 
fition, and by following the Counfel of wife 
Friends, you might in time make yourfelf wor- 
thy of him. Your Parents vtfere fo far in . the 
right, that they did not produce you much into 
the World, whereby you avoided many wrong 
fteps which others have taken, and have fewer 
ill Impreflions to be removed : But they failed, 
as it is generally the cafe, in too much negleft- 
ing to cultivate your Mind ; without which 
it is impofiible to acquire or preferVe the Friend- 
fliip and Efteem of a wife man, who foon grows 
weary of afting the Lover and treating his wife 
like a miftrefs, but wants a reafonable Com- 
panion, and a true Friend, through every ftage 
of his life. It mull be therefore your Buli- 
nefs to qualify yourfelf forthofe offices ; where- 
in I will not fail to be your Direftor, as long 
as I (hall think you deferve it, by letting you 
know how you are to a&, and what you ought 

to avoid. • 

And beware of defpifing or negle&mg my 
Inftru&ions, whereon will depend not only 
your making a good Figure in the World, 
but your own realHappinefs, as well as that of 
the perfon who ought to be the deareft to you. 

\ mull therefore defire you, in the firft place, 
to be very flow in changing the modefl behavi- 
our of a Virgin : It is ufual in young Wives, 
before they have been many weeks married. 
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to afTume a hold forward Look and manner of 
talking, as if they intended to fignify in all 
companies, that they were no longer Girls, and 
confequently that their whole Demeanor, before 
they got a Hufband, was all but a Counte- 
nance and Conftraint upon their Nature j where • 
as, I fuppofe, if the Votes of wife men were 
gathered, a very great Majority would be in 
f avour of thofe Ladies, who, after they were 
entered into that date, rather chofe to double 
their portion of Modefty and Refervednefs, 

I rrtuft likewife warn you ftrifilly againft the 
leaft degree of Fondnefs to your Husband before 
any Witnefs whatfoever, even before your 
neareft Relations, or the very Maids of your 
chamber. This Proceeding is fo exceeding 
odious and dilgullful to all who have either 
good Breeding or good Senfe, that they aflign 
two very unamiable reafons for it j thexme is 
grofs Hypocrily, and the other has too bad a 
Name to mention. If there is any difference 
to be made, your Husband is the loweft peri’on 
in Company, either at home or abroad, and 
every Gentleman prcfent has a better claim to 
all Marks of civility and diftin&ion from you. 
Conceal your Eftecm and Love in your own 
bread, and referve your kind looks and lan- 
guage for private Hours, which are fo many 
in the four and twenty, that they will afford 
Time to employ a paflion as exalted as any 
that was ever deferibed in a French Romance. 

Upon this head, I Ihould likewife advife you 
to differ in pra&ice from thofe Ladies who af- 
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fe£t abundance of Uneafwefs while their Huf- 
bands are abroad ; Hart with every knocjc at 
the door, and ring the bell incefTantly for the 
Servants to let in their mailer j will not eat a 
bit at dinner or fupper, if the Hulbapd hap- 
pens to Hay out 5 and receive him at his re- 
turn with fuch a' medley of Chiding and 
K.indnefs, and catechifing him where he has 
been, that a Shrew from Billingfgate would 
be a more eafy and eligible companion. 

Of the fame leaven are thofe Wives, who, 
when their Hufbands are gone a Journey, muit 
have a Letter every poll, upon pain of Fits 
and Hyftericks ; and a Day mull be fixed for 
their return home, without the leall Allowance 
for bufinefs, or ficknefs, or accidents, or wea- 
ther : Upon which, I can only fay, that in my 
obfervation, thole Ladies who are apt to make 
the greateft Clutter on fuch occaiions, would 
liberally have paid a meflenger for bringing 
them news, that their Hulbands had broke 
their necks on the road. 

You will perhaps be offended, when X ad- 
yife you to abate a little of that, violent Paflion 
for fine Cloaths> fo predominant in your Sex. 
It is a little hard, tnat ours, for whofe Sake 
you wear them, are not admitted to be of your 
council. I may venture to aflure you, that we 
will make an abatement at any time of four 
pounds a yard in a Brocade, if the Ladies will 
but allow a fuitable addition of care in the Clean - 
linefs and Svweetnefs of their Perfons. For the 
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fatyrictil part of Mankind will needs believe^ 
that it is not impoilible to be very tine and very 
filthy j and that the Capacities of a iady are fome- 
times apt to falllhortin cultivating Cleanlinefs 
and Finery together. I lhall only add, upon 
fo tender a fubjeCt, what a pleafant Gentleman 
faid concerning a iilly Woman of Quality j that 
nothing could make her fupportable but cutr 
ting oft her Head $ tor his Ears were offended 
by her Tongue, andhisNole by her Hair and 
Teeth. * 

I am wholly at a lofs how to advife you in 
the choice of Company , which, however, is a 
point of as great importance as any in your 
life. If your general Acquaintance be among 
Ladies who are your equals or fuperiors, pro- 
vided they have nothing of what is commonjy 
call’d an ill Reputation, you think you are fafe ; 
and this in the Style of the world will pals for 
good Company. * Whereas I am afraid it will 
be hard for you to pick out one Female Ac- 
quaintance in this town, from whom you 
will not be in manifeft danger of contracting 
fome Foppery, Affectation, Vanity, Folly, or 
Vice. Your only fafe way of converting with 
them, is by a firm refolution to proceed in your 
Praftice and Behaviour direCtly contrary to 
whatever they lhall fay or do : And this I 
take to be a good general rule, with very few 
exceptions. For inftance, In the doCtrines 
they ufually deliver to young married W omen 
for managing their Hulbands their feveral 
• Account* 
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Accounts of their own ConduX in that parti- 
cular, to recommend it to your imitation ; the 
Reflexions they make upon others of their fex: 
for aXing differently ; their DireXions how to 
come off with ViXory upon any Difpute or 
Quarrel you may have with your hufband ; 
the Arts by which you may dil’cover and prac- 
tile upon his weak fide j when to work by 
Flattery and Infinuation, when to melt him 
with Tears, and when to engage with a high 
Hand 1 In thefe, and a thoufand other cafes> 
it will be prudent to retain as many of their 
leXures in your memory as you can, and then 
determine to aX in full Oppofition to them all. 

.1 hope your Hulband will interpofe his Au- 
thority to limit you. in the trade of Vifiting : 
half a dozen Fools are in all conference as many 
as you Ihould require : and it will be fuffici* 
ent for you to fee them twice a year : For I 
tjhink, the Fafhion does not exaX, that Vifits 
Ihould be paid to Friends. 

I advife, that your Company at home Ihould 
confift of Men, rather than Women. To fay 
the truth, I never yet knew a tolerable Wo- 
man to be fond of her own Sex. I cenfefs, 
when both are mixed and well chofen, and pur 
their heft Qualities forward, there may be an 
Intercourfe of civility and good.-will 'which 
with the addition of fome degree of Senfe, can 
make cor. verfation or any amulement agree- 
able. But a knot of Ladies, got together by 
tliemfelves, is a very fchool of Impertinence 
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pxi& Detra&ion, and it i$ weil if fhoie be thfe 
worft. 

-Let your Men-acquaiotance be of your 
‘Jiufband’s choice, and not recommended to 
you by any ftie-companions ; becaufe they 
will certainly iix a Coxcomb lipon you, and, 
it will coft you fome tittle arid paifts, before 
you can arrive at the knowledge of diftinguifti- 
ing fuch a One from a Man of Senfe. 

Never take & favourite 'Wailing-maid iriR> 
your cabinet-council, to entertain you with 
Hiftories of thofe- ladies, whom ihe hath for- 
merly 'ferved, of their Diverfions and their 
preffes; to infinuate how great a Fortune 
you brought, and how little you are allowed 
to fquander ; to appeal to her from your huf- 
band, and to be determined by her judgment, 
becaufe you are fure it will be always for 
you ; to receive and difcard Servants by her 
iapprobation or diflike ; to engage you, by 
her Infmuations, into Mifunderftandings with 
•your beft Friends ; to reprefent all things in 
falfe colours, and to be the common Emiffary 
of Scandal. 

But the grand Affair of your Life will bp 
‘'to gaiivand preferve the Friendlhip and Ef- 
tetm of your Hujband. You are married to 
a man of good Education and Learning, of 
nan excellent Underftanding, and an exa£l 
Tafte. It is true, and it is ’happy for you, 
’•that thefe qualities in him are adorned with 
-great Modeiiy, a moil atm able Sweetnefe of 
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Temper, and an unufual difpofition to So* 
briety and Virtue : But neither good-naturb 
nor virtue will fuffer him to ejleemyoxx againft 
his Judgment j and although he is not capa* 
ble of ufing you ill, yet you will in time grow 
a thing indifferent and perhaps contemptible 
unlefs you can fupply the lofs of Youth and 
Beauty with more durable qualities; You have 
but a very few Years to be young and hand- 
fome in the eyes of the World j and as few 
Months to be fo in the eyes of a Hufband* 
who is not a Fool 5 for I hope you do not ftill 
dream of Charms and Raptures, which Mar- 
riage ever did, and ever will, pUt a fudden 
end to. Befides, your’s was a match of Pru- 
dence and common good liking* without any 
mixture of that ridiculous Pafhoii, which has 
no Being but in Play-books and Romances. 

You muff therefore ufe all endeavours to 
attain to fome degree of thofe Accomplifti- 
inents, which your Hufband molt values in 
other people, and for which he is mod valued 
himielf. You muff improve your Mind, by 
clofely purfuing fuch a method of Study, as 
I fhair direCt or approve of. You muft get a 
collection of Hiftory and Travels, which I 
will recommend to you, and fpend feme hours 
every day in reading them, and making ex- 
tracts from them, if your Memory be weak. 
You muft invite perfons of Knowledge and. 
Underftanding to an acquaintance with you* 
fcy whofe Convention you may learn to cor- 

G z reft 



3g le 


66 '^LETTER to a 

reft your Talte and Judgment} and when 
you can bring yourfelf to comprehend and 
relifh the good Senfe of others, you will ar- 
rive in time to think, rightly yourfelf, and to 
become a reafonable and agreeable compa- 
nion. This mull produce in your Hufband 
a true rational Love and Efteem for you, 
which old Age will not diminifh. He will 
have regard for your Judgment and Opinion 
in matters of the greateft weight } you will 
be a*ble to entertain each other without a third 
perfon to relieve you by finding difcourfe. The 
Endowments of your Mind will even make 
your Perfon more agreeable to him ; and 
when you are alone, your Time will not lie. 
heavy upon your hands for want of fome tri- 
fling Amufement. 

As little Refpeft as I have for the genera- 
lity of your Sex, it hath fometimes moved me 
with Pity, to fee the Lady of the^houfe forced 
to withdraw immediately after dinner, and 
•this in Families where there is not much 
drinking ; as if it were an eftablifhed maxim, 
that Women are uncapable of all Conver- 
fation. In a room where both fexes meet, if 
the Men are difeourfmg upon any general 
Subjefif, the Ladies never think it their bufi- 
nefs to partake in what paffes, but in a fepa- 
rate club entertain each other with the Price 
and Choice of Lace, and Silk, and what 
Drefies they liked or difapproved at the Church 
qr the Play-houfe. And when you are among 
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yourfelves, how naturally, after the firft com- 
pliments, do you apply your hands to each 
others Lappets and Ruffles and Mantua’s, as 
if the whole Bufmefs of your lives, and th<j 
publick Concern of the World, depended up- 
on the Cut or Colour of your drefles. 
Divines fay, that fome people take more p^in$ 
to be damned, than jt would coft them to be 
faved ; fo your Sex employs more Thought* 
Memory, and Application to be fools, than 
•would ferve to make them wife and ufefuL 
When I reflect on this, I cannot conceive you 
to be human Creatures, but a foit of Species 
hardly a degree above a Monkey j who has 
more diverting Tricks than any of you, is an 
animal lefs mifehievous and expenfive, might 
in t/me be a tolerable critick in Velvet and 
Brocade, and, for ought I know, would e- 
qually become them. - 

I would have you look upon Finery as a 
neceffary Folly > as all great Ladies did, whom 
I have ever known : I do not defire you to be 
out of the Falhion, but to be the lalt and lead: 
in itk I expeft that your Drefs fflail be one 
degree lower than your fortune Can afford j 
and in your own heart I would wilh you to 
be an utter Contemner of all Diftin&ions which, 
a finer Petticoat can give you $ becaufeit will 
neither make you richer, liandfomer, yoyngtr, 
better-natured, n? ore virtuous, or wile, thatt 
if it hung upon a Peg. 
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If you are in company with Men of Learn-* 
in g» though they happen to difcourfe of Art* 
and Sciences out of your compafs, yet you 
will gather more Advantage by liftening to 
them, than from all the Nonfenfe and Frip-s 
pery of your own Sex ; but if they be Men 
of Breeding as well as Learning, they will 
feldom engage in any conyerfation where you 
ought not to be a Heirer, and in time have your 
part. If they talk of the Manners and Cus- 
toms of the feveral Kingdoms of Europe , of 
Travels into remoter Nations, of the State of 
their own Country, or of the great men and 
a&ions of Greece and Rome 5 if they give their 
judgment upon Englijb and French writers, 
either in Verfe or Profe, or of the nature and 
limits of Virtue and Vice, it is a lhame for 
an Englijh Lady not to relifh fuch difcourfes, 
not to improve by them, and endeavour, by- 
reading and information, to have her Share 
in thofe entertainments, rather than turn a- 
fide, as it is the ufual cuftom, and conlult 
with the Woman, who fits next her, about a 
new cargo of Fans. 

It is a little hard, that not one Gentleman’s 
Daughter in a thouland Ihould be brought to 
read or underftand her own natural Tongue, 
Or be judge of the eafieft Books that are writ- 
ten in it 5 as any one may find, who can 
htrve the Patience to hear them, when they 
are difpofed to mangle a Play or a Novel 
*sherc the leaft Ward out of the common road 
** f V is 
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is Cure to difcottcert them. It is no wonder, 
when they are not fo much as taught to fpell 
in their childhood, nor can ever attain to it 
in their whole lives. I advife you therefore 
to read aloud, more or lefs, every day to your 
Hufband, if he will permit you, or to any o- 
ther Friend (but ndt a ferqale one) who is a- 
ble to fet you right ; and as for fpelling, you 
may compafs it in time, by making colle&ions 
from the books you read. 

I know very well, that thofe who are com- 
monly called Learned Women, have loft all 
manner of credit by their impertinent Talka- 
tivenefs and Conceit of themfelves : but there 
is an eafy Remedy for this, if you once con- 
fwler, that after all the pains you may be at, 
you never can arrive in point of learning to 
the perfe&ion of a School-boy. The Read- 
ing I would advife you to, is only for im- 
provement of your own good Sente, which 
will never fail of being mended by Difcretion. 

It is a wrong Method, and ill Choice of Books, 
that makes thofe learned ladies juft fo much 
worfe for what they have read. And' there- * 
fore it lhall be my Care to direft you better, 
a Talk for which I take myfelf to be not ill 
qualified 5 becaufe I have fpent more time, 
and have had more opportunities than many 
others, to obferve and difeover from what 
Sources the various Follies of Women are 
derived. 

, - Pray 


Digitized by Google 


jo A LETTER to a 

Pray obferve how infignificant things are 
the common race of Ladies, when they have 
palled their Youth and Beauty $ how con- 
temptible they appear to the Men, and yet 
more contemptible to the younger part of their 
own Sex } and have no Relief but in palling 
their afternoons in Vifits, where they are never 
acceptable j and tbeir evenings at Cards a* 
mong each other ; while the former part of 
the day is fpent in Spleen and Envy, or in 
vain endeavours to repair by Art and Drel's 
the Ruins of time. Whereas I have known 
Ladies at fixty, to whom all the polite part of 
the Court and Town paid their addrefles, 
without any farther View than that of enjoy- 
ing the pleafure of their Converfation. 

,, I am ignorant of any one Quality that is 
amiable in a Man, which is not equally fo in 
a Woman : I do not except evert Modefty 
and Gentlenefs of nature- Nor do I know 
one Vice or Folly, which is not equally de-* 
tellable in both. There is indeed one Infir- 
mity, which feems to be generally allowed 
• you, I 'mean that of Cowardice : Yet there 
lhould fcem to be fomething very capricious, 
that when Women profefs their admiration 
for a Colonel or a Captain on account of hi$ 
•Valour, they lhould fancy it a very graceful 
. becoming quality in themfelves, to be afraid 
of their own lhadows ; to fcream in a Barge 
when the weather is calmeft, or -in a Coach at 
the .Ring j to run from a Cow at a hundred 
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yards diftance 5 tp fall into Fits at the fight 
of a Spider, an Earwig, or a Frog. At leaft, 
if Cowardice be a fign of Cruelty, (as it is 
generally granted) I can hardly think it an 
Accomplifhment lb defirable, as to be thought 
worth improving by Affe&ation. 

And as the fame Virtues equally become 
both Sex.es, fo there is no Quality whereby 
\Vomen endeavour to diftinguilh themfelves 
from Men, for which they are not juft fo much 
the worfe, except that only of Refervednefs 5 
which however, as you generally manage it, 
is nothing elfe but Affectation or Hypocrify. 
For as you cannot too much difcountenance 
thofe oi our fex, who prefume to take unbe- 
coming Liberty before you j fo you ought to 
be wholly unconftrained in the company of 
deferring Men, when you have had lufficient 
Experience of their Difcretion. 

There is never wanting in this Town a 
Tribe of bold, fwaggering, rattling Ladies, 
whofe Talents pSfs among Coxcombs for Wit 
and Humour 5 their Excellency lies in rude 
choquing Expreflions, and what they call run- 
ning a Man donjon. If a Gentleman in their 
company happens to have any Blemjlh in his 
birth or perfon, if any Misfortune hath be- 
fallen his Family or himfelf for which he is 
alhamed, they# will be fure to give him broad 
Hints of it without any provocation. I would 
recommend you to the acquaintance of a com- 
fnon Proftitute, rather than to that of fuch 
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Termagants as thefe. I have often thought 
that no man is obliged to fuppofe fuch Crea- 
tures to be Women ; but to treat them like 
infolent Rafcals difguifed in female habits* 
who ought to be ftript and kickt down ftairs^ 

I will add one thing, although it be a lit- 
tle out of place ; which is to defire, that you 
will learn to value and effeem your Hulbancl 
for thofe good qualities which he really pof- 
fefleth, and not to fancy others in him which 
he certainly hath not. For although this lat- 
ter is generally underftood to be a mark of 
Love, yet it is indeed nothing but Affe&a- 
tion or ill Judgment. It is true, he wants fo 
very«few Accomplifliments, that you are in 
no great danger of erring on this fide ; but 
my Caution is occafioned by a lady of youtf 
acquaintance, married to a very valuable per- 
Ion, whom yet Ihe is fo unfortunate as to be 
always commending for thofe Perfections, to 
which he can leaft pretend. . 

I can give you no advice upon the article 
of Expence , only I think you ought to be well 
informed how much your Hulband’s Revenue 
amounts to, and be fo good a Computer as to 
keep within it, in that part of the Manage- 
ment which falls to your (hare $ and not to 
put yourfelf in the number of thofe politick 
Ladies, who think they gain a great pointy 
when they have teazed their hufbands to buy 
them a new Equipage, a laced Head, or a 

fine 
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fine Petticoat, without once confidering what 
long Scores remain unpaid to the Butcher. 

I defire you will keep this Letter in your 
cabinet, and often examine impartially your 
whole Conduit by it : And fo God blefs you, 
and make you a fair Example to your Sex, 
and a perpetual Comfort to your Hufband 
and your Parents. I am with great Truth 
and Affeition, 


MADAM, 

Your mof faithful Friend, 

and humble Servant . 


THE 


WONDERFUL 

d 

WONDER 

OF- 

w o’n d e r s. 

* 

T H E RE is a certain Perfon lately arrived 
at this City, whom it is very proper 
the World fhpuld be informed of. His 
Chara&er may perhaps be thought very in- 
confiftent, improbable, and unnatural $ how- 
ever I intend to draw it with the utmoft re- 
gard to Truth. This I am the better quali- 
fied to do, becaufe he is a fort of Defendant 
tipon our family, and almoft of the fame Age ) 
though I cannot dire&ly fay, I have ever feett 
him. He is a Native of this Country, and 
hath lived long among us, but what appears 
wonderful, and hardly credible, was never, 
feen before, by any Mortal. 

It is true, indeed, he always chufes the 
Icivejt Places in Company, and contrives it 

• fo. 
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to keep trut of Sight. It is reported how- 
ever, that in his younger days he was fre- 
quently expofed to Vienv, but always again li 
his Will, and was fure to J'mart for it. 

As to his Family, he came into the world 
a younger Brother, being of fix children, the 
fourth in order* of (i) Birth; of which the 
eldefi: is now Head of the Houfe, the fecond 
and third carry Anns : but the two youngeft 
are only footmen : Some indeed add, that he 
hath Jikewife a Twin- brother, who lives over- 
againji him, and keeps a (2) ViElualling-koufe : 
-He has the Reputation to be a clofe , griping , 
Squeezing fellow ; and that when his Bags 
ar«f y«//, he is often Needy ; yet, when the fit 
-takes him, as fail as he gets, he lets it fly. 

When in Office , no one difehargetb hirn- 
fe If, or does his Buflnefs better. He hath fome- 
times framed hard for an honed: Livelihood, 
and never got a Bit , till every body elfe had 
fene. 

One Practice appears very blameable in 
ehim, that every Morning he privately fre- 
. quents unclean Houfes y where any model! per- 
son would blulh to be feen. And although 
this be generally known, yet the World, as 
rchforious as it is, is fo kind to overlook this 
Infirmity in him. To deal impartially, it 
, mull be granted, that he is too great a Lover 
of himfelf, and very often conl'ults his own 
Eaj'e , att the Expence of his beft Friends. But 
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this is one of his blind- Sides ; and the beft of 
Men I fear are not without them. 

He hath been conftituted by the higher 
Powers in the Station of Receiver-General, m 
which Employment fome have cenfured him 
for playing fall and loofe. He is likcwifeOycr- 
feer of the golden Mines , which he daily in* 
(peels, when his Health will permit him. 

He was long bred \mder a (3) Mafter of 
Arts , who inftiiled good Principles in him, 
but thele were foon Corrupted. I know not 
whether this deferves mention, that he is fo 
very capricious, as to take it for an equal Af- 
front to talk eithei; of kijjing or kicking him, 
which hath occafioned a thoufand Quarrbls : 
However, no body was ever lo great a Suffer- 
er for Faults, which he neither was, nor pof- 
fibly could be guilty of. 

In his Religion he has thus much of the 
Quaker, that he Hands alVoays covered, even 
in the Prefence of the King ; in moll other 
points, a perfect (4) Idolater , although he 
endeavours to conceal it $ for he is known to 
•offer daily Sacrifices to certain fubtcrranecus 
Nymphs, whom he worfhips in an humble pof- 
ture , prone on his face , and Jlript fark Naked , 
and fo leaves his Offerings behind him , which 
the (5) Priejls of thofe Goddefles are careful 
enough to remove upon certain Seafons, with 
the utmoft privacy at midnight, *and from 
thence maintain themfelvcs and Families. In 
all urgent Neceffiiies and Preffures he applies 
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himielf to thefe Deities, and fometimes even 
in the fireets and high-ways , from an Opinion 
that thole Powers have an Influence in all 
places, although their peculiar Residence is in 
Caverns under ground. Upon thele occafions 
^ie faireft Ladies will not refufe to lend their 
b.ands tQ alfiil . him : For, although they “are 
aihamed to haye him feen in their Company, 
pr eyenfo much as to hear him named j yet it 
is w&ll known, that he is one of their conjiant 
Followers* 

In Politicks , he always fubmits to what is 
vpperytojl, but he perufes Pamphlets on both 
Jides with great Impartiality, though feldom 
till every body elfe have done with them. 

His Lear ?iing is of a mixed kind, and he 
jnay properly be called a Helluo librorum, or 
another “Jacobus de Voragine ; though his Stu- 
dies are chiefly confined to School-men , Com- 
mentators, and German Divines , together with 
modern Poetry and Criiicks : And he is an 
Atcmick Philofopher, ftrongly maintaining a 
Paid in Nature y which he fcems to have fairly 
proved by many Experiments . 

. I lhall now proceed to deferibe feme pecu - 
liar Qualities, which in feveral inftances feern 
to diftinguilh this Perfen from the common 
Race of other Mortals. 

His Grandfather was a Member of the 1 lump 
Parliament, as the Grandfon is of the Prefent, 
where he often rifes , fometimes grumbles , but 
never /peaks. However, he lets nothing pafe 

H z willingly. 


>gle 


\ 


7 « The WONDERFUL 

«■ willingly , but what is W/ digefed. Hrs 
Courage is indifputable, for he will take the 
boldeft Man ajive by the Nofe. 

He is generally the firjl a- bed in the Fa- 
mily, and the lajl up, which is to be lament- 
ed, becaufe when he happens to rife before 
the reft, it hath been thought to forebode 
fome good Fortune to his Superiors. 

As Wifdom is acquired by Age, fo by e- 
very new (6) Wrinkle in his Face y he is re- 
ported to gain feune new Knowledge. 

In him we may obferve the true EfFefts and 
Confequences of Tyranny in a State : For, as 
he is a great Opprejfor of all below him ; l'o- 
there is no- body more opprcjfedby tho fa above 
him : Yet in his time, he hath been fo highly 
in Favour, that many Ulufrirus Ferfons have 
been entirely indebted to him for their Prefer ■* 
vients. ' 

He hath difcovered from his own Experi- 
ence the true Point , wherein all human Ac- 
tions, Projects, and Defigns do chiefly termi- 
nate ; and how mean and fordid they are at 
the Bottom. 

It behoves the publrck to keep him quiet j 
for his frequent Murmurs are a certain Sigrv 
of intejline T umults. 

No Philofopher ever lamented more the 
Luxury, for which thefe Nations are fo jtiftly 
taxed ; it hath been known to coft him (7) 
Tears of Blood : For in his own Nature he is 
far from being profufe : though indeed he ne- 
* ver 


Digitized 


f 


WINDER ^/WONDERS. 79 

vcr flays a Night at a Gentleman’s houfe with- 
cut learning fomething behind him. 

He receives with great Stibmiffion whatever 
his Patrons think fit to give him j and when 
they lay heavy Burthens upon him, which is 
frequently enough, he gets rid of them as 
fcxin as he can 5 but not without fame Labour 
and much Grumbling , 

He is a perpetual Hanger-on 5 yet no-body ‘ 
knows how to be without him. He patient- 
ly fuffers himfelf to be kept under, but loves 
to be well ufed, and in that caie will facrifice 
bis Vitals to give you Eafe : And he has hard- 
ly one acquaintance, for whom he hath not 
been Bound, j yet, as far as we can find, was 
pever known to lofe any thing by it. 

He is obferved to be very (8) unquiet in the 
company of a Frenchman in New Cloaths , or 
a young Coquett. , 

He is, in Ihort, the Subject of much Mirth 
and Raillery , which he feems to take well 
enough, though it hath not been oblerved 
that ever any good Thing came from himfelf. 

There is io general an opinion of his Juf- 
tice, that fometimes very hard Cafes are left 
to his Dccifion : and while he fits upon them, 
he carries himfelf exactly even between both 
fidcs , except where fome knotty Point arifes, 
arid then he is obferved to lean a little to the 
Ri?ht or Left , as the matter inclines him, but 
.his Reafons for it are fo manifeft and convin? 
cii?g, that every man approves them ... 

H 3 P O S T~ 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

; Gentle Reader, * 

T HOUGH J am not infenfbVe hew many 
thoufand ferjoks ha ve been, and fiill are , 

*• twit b great dexterity handling thisfub- 

jeft, and no lefs aware of what infinite Rheamr 
of paper have l^en laid out upon it j however 
in niy opinion , no man living has touched it 
with greater nicety , and more delicate turns, 
than our Author - But becauj'e there is J'ome in~ 
tended obfeurity in this relation ; and Curiofty , 
inquiftive of Secrets, may pof fib (y mPenter into 
the Bottom and Depth of the jubjcFt, it was 
thought not improper to take iff the Veil , and 
gain the Reader's Favour by enlarging his in- 
fight. Ars enim non habet Inimicum, nifi ig- 
norantem. 'Tis well known , that it has been 
the Policy of all times , to deliver down Impor- 
tant SubjeSls by Emblem and Riddle, and not 
to fuffer the knowledge of Truth to be derived 
to us in plttin and fmple Terms, which are ge * 
nerally as foon forgot as conceived. Tor this 
Reafon , the Heathen Religion is rhofly couched 
under Mythology. For the like Rea jon (this 
being a Fundamental in its kind) the Author 
has thought ft to wrap up his Treafure in clean 
Linen, which it is our bufnefs to lay oper. r 
and fet in a due light j for 1 have cbferved up- 
on 




Digitized by 



W O N D E R' o/ WONDERS. 8r 

on any accidental difco*very , the leaf Glimpfe 
has gi'Ven a great dmerfum to the eager SpeSia - 
tor, as many Ladies could tefijy t were it proper, 
or the Cafe would admit. 

Ti be polite/i Companies have e voucbfafed to 
fmile at the bare Name , and fome people of 
fajhion ha-ve been fo little fcrupttlcus ^bringing 
it in Play, that it <was the ufaal faying oj a 
Knight and a Man of good Breeding , That 
whenever he rofe, his A-fe role with him. 
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NOTES. 

(i) He alludes to the Manner of our Birth , 
the Head and Arms appearing before the Pojle- 
riors and the two Feet , which he calls the Foot- 
•men. 

(z) Vi&ualftng Houfe.] The Belly, which 
receives and digejis our Nouri/hment. 

(3) Mafter of Arts. ] Perfius, Magificr Ar- 
tis, lngeniique Largitor F enter. 

(4) Idolater.] Alludes to the Sacrifices of- 
fered by the Romans to the Goddefs Cloacina. 

( 5 ) Priefts . ] Gold -finders , who perform their 
Office in the Night -tune : but cur Author further 
feetns to have an Eye to the Cufiom of the Hea- 
then Pricfis fiealing the Offerings in the Night ; 
of which fee more in the fiory of Bell and the 
Dragon. 

(6) Wrinkle.] This refers to a Proverb-- •*, 
You have one Wrinkle in your A-fe more than 
you had before. 

(7) Tears of Blood.] Haemorrhoids, ac* 

cording to the Pfyyficians, are a frequent Confe - 
quence of Intemperance. • 

(8) Unquiet.] 7 heir Tails being generally 
obfsrvejd to be mefi rejUcfs . 

THE 
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That ever the W orld 

. > ^ ‘ , 

wondered at. . 

• - \ .•* . "s ■} 

For all Perfons of Quality and 
Others. 


N EWLY arrived at this City of Dublin 
the famous Artift JohnEmonuet Scboitz ^ 
who to the great Surprize and Satisfac- 
tion of all Spectators, is ready to do the follow- 
ing wonderful Performances, the like before 
never feen in this Kingdom. 

He will heat a Bar of Iron red hot, and 
thru ft it into a barrel of Gunpowder, before 

all 
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all the Company, and yet it fhall not take 
Fire. * * 

He lets any Gentleman charge a Blunder- 
bufs with the fame Gunpowder, and twelve 
Leaden Bullets, \vhich Blunderbufs the faid 
Artift difcharges full in the Face of the faid 
Company, without the lead Hurt, the Bullet* 
flicking m the wall behind fhemi f 

He takes any Gentleman^ own Sword,’ add 
runs it through the faid Gentleman's Body, 
fo that the Point appears bloody at the Back 
to all the Spectators ; then he takes out the 
Sword, wipes it clean, and returns it to the 
Owner, who receives no manner of Hurt. 

He takes a Pot of fcalding Oyl, and throws 
it by great Ladles-full djre&ly at the Ladies, 
without fpoiling their Cloaths, or burning their 
Skins. 

He takes any Perfon of Quality's Child from 
two years old to fix, and lets the child's own 
Father or Mother take a Pike in their hands j 
then the Artift takes the Child in his arms, 
and toffes it upon the Point of the pike, where 
it flicks to the great Satisfaction of all Specta- 
tors 5 and is then taken off without fo much as 
a hole in his Coat. 

He Imounts upon a Scaffold juft over the 
Spectators, and from thence throws down a 
great quantity of large Tiles and Stones, which 
fall like fo many Pillows, without fo much as 
djicompofmg either Perukes or Ifead-drelTes. 

.. . . . .rV : T > H* 
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He takes any Perfon of Quality up to the faid 
Scaffold, which Perlon pulls off his Shoes* 
and leaps nine feet dire£Uy down on a Board 
prepared on purpofe lull of fharp Spikes fix 
inches long, without hurting his Feet or da- 
maging his Stockings. 

He places the faid Board on a Chair, upon 
which a Lady fits down with another Laidy in 
her Lap, while the Spikes, inftead of entering 
into the under lady’s Flelh, will feel like a 
Velvet Culhion. 

He takes any Perfon of Quality’s Footman, 
tics a Rope about his bare Neck, and draws 
him up by Pullies to the Cieling, and there 
keeps him hanging as long as his Matter or 
the Company pleales, the laid Footman to the 
Wonder and Delight of all Beholders with a 
pot of Ale in one hand and a Pipe in the o- 
ther j and when he is letdown, there will 
not appear the leaft Mark of the Cord about 
his neck. 

He bids a Lady’s Maid put her finger into 
a Cup of-clear Liquor like Water, upon which 
her Face and both her Hands are immediately 
withered, like an old Woman of fourfeore ; 
her Belly fwells, as if the were in a week of 
her Time, and her Legs are as thick as Mill- 
pofts ; but. upon putting her finger into ano- 
ther Cup, (he becomes as young and handfome 
as (he was before. 

He gives any Gentleman leave to drive forty 
twelve-penny Nails up to the head in a Por- 
ter's 
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*ter’s Batkfide ; and thenplacesthfcfaid Porter 
on a loadftone Chair, which drawsout every 
'Nail, and the Porter feels no Pain^v- 
He likewife draw< the Teeth of half a dozen 
Gentlemen, mixes and jumbles them m a Hat, 
gives any Perfon leave to blindfold him, and 
returns each their own, and fixes them as well 

as ew«v' :/ * '• * ' :i J ' 

: ' 1 With his Fore-finger and Thumb he thrufts 
Teveral gentlemen's and lady’s Eyes out of 
their head?, without the lead Pain, at which 
‘time they fee an unfpeakable number of beau - 
tiful Colours, and after they are entertained 
to the full, he places them again in their pro- 
per Sockets, without any Damage to the Sight. 
; He lets any Gentlemen drink a quart of hot 
ynelted Lead, and by a draught of prepared 
3Li<mbr, of which he takes part himfelf, be 
makes the faid Lead pafs through the laid 
gentleman before all the Spe&ators, without 
any Damage ; after which it is produced in 
a Cake to the Company. - > 

' With many other wonderful Performance? 
of Art, too tedious here to mention. 

’ The fai<d Artift has performed before mod 
Kings and Princes in Europe, with great Ap- 

plaufe. ; * v 

f He performs every day (except Sundays) 
from ten of the clock to one in the Forenoon ; 
and from four till feven in the Evening, at the 
New Inn in Smithficld. <' ' '• 

■ *' ; ) * ■ The 
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The firft feat a Britijb Crown, the fecond a 
Jfrriujb Half-Crown, and the loweft a Britijb 
Shilling. ' - * - 

* 

V. B. The heft Hands in town are to play 
at the laid Show. 
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MODEST 

PROPOSAL 

FOR 

"Preventing the Children of poor 
People in Ireland, from beuig a 
Burden to their Parents or Coun- 
try, and for making them benefi- 
cial to the Publick . 

% 

I T is a melancholy Objeft to thofe, who 
walk through this great Town, or travel 
in the Country, when they fee the Struts , 
the Roads and Cabbin-doors crowded with 
Beggars of the Female Sex, followed by 
three, four, or fix children, all in Rags , and 
importuning every PafTenger for an Alms. 
Thefe Mothers t inltead of being able to work, 
for their honed livelihood, ar.c forced to em- 
ploy 
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ploy all their Time jn Stroling to beg.Sufte- 
nance for their belplefs .Infants, who, as they 
grow up, either turn Thieves for want of work, 
or leave their dear Native Country to fight for 
the Pretender in Spain, or fell themfelyes to the 
Barba does. 

1 think it is agreed 'by all Parties, .that this 
prodigious Number af,Children in the Arms, 
or on the Backs, or at .the Heels of their Mo- 
thers, and frequently of their fathers* is in the 
frefent deplorable State of the Kingdom a very 
great additional Grievance ; and therefore 
whoever could find out a fair, cheap and eafy 
Method of making thefe children found and 
ufeful Members ofthe.Common-wealth, w.ould 
deferve fo well of the Publick, as to have his 
Statue fet up for a Preferver of the Nation. 

But my Intention is very far from being 
confined to provide only for the Children of 
profejfed Beggars it is of a much greater Ex-, 
tent, and (hall take in the whole Number of 
Infants at a certain Age, who are bqrn .of Pa- 
rents in effect as little aible to fupport them, 
as thofe who demand our Charity in the Street*;. 

As to my own Part, having turned my 
Thoughts for many Years upon this .impor- 
tant fubject, and maturely weighed the leve- 
ral Schemes of our Projectors, 1 have always' 
found them grofly miftaken in their Computa- 
tion. It is true, a Child juft dropt from itf 
' Darn may be fupported by her Milk lor a So- 
lar Year, with little other Nouriflunent, at raoft 
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not above the value of two Shillings, which 
the mother may certainly get, or the Value 
in , Scraps, by her lawful Occupation of Beg- 
ging } and it is exaflly at one year old, that I 
propofe to provide for them in iuch a manner, 
as, inftead of being a Charge upon their Pa- 
rents, or the Parijh , or nu anting Food and Rai- 
ment for the reft of their Lives, they fhall on the 
contrary contribute to the Feeding, and part- 
ly to the Cloathingof many thoulands. 

There is likewife another Advantage in my- 
£cheme, that it will prevent thofe volusitary 
Abortions, and that horrid Pra£lice of Women- 
murdering their Baft ard Children, alas 1 too fre- 
quent among us, facrificing the poor innocent 
Babes, I doubt, more to avoid the Expence 
than the Shame ; which would move T ears and" 
Pitv in tlie moft favage and inhuman Bread. 

The Number of Souls in this Kingdom Be- 
ing \ifually reckoned one million and a half, 
of thcfe T calculate there may be about two- 
hundred thou&nd Couple, whofe Wives are 
Breeders ; from which number I fubtraft thir- 
ty* thoufand Couple, who are able to main- 
tain their own Children, (although I ap- 
prehend there cannot be fo many under the- 
prefent diftrcffcs of the Kingdom ) but this be- 
ing granted, there will remain an hundred and 
feventy thoufand Breeders. I again fubtrafl 
fifty thoufand, for thofe Women who mifear- 
ry, or whofe Children die by Accident orDif- 
cale within the year. There only remain an 

hundred 
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hundred and twenty thoufand children of poof 
Parents annually born. The Queftion there- 
fore is, How this number fhall be reared, and 
provided for ? which, as I have already faid, 
under the prefent Situation of Affairs, is ut- 
terly impartible by all the Methods hitherto 
propofed. For we can neither employ them in 
Handicraft or Agriculture ; we neitner build 
Houfes, ( I mean in the Country ) nor culti- 
vate Land : They can very feldom pick up a 
Livelihood by Stealing , till they arrive afrfix 
years old ; except where they are of toward ly 
Parts,* although I confefs they learn the Ru- 
diments much earlier ; during which time 

f iey can however be properly looked upon 
nly as Probationers : As I have been inform- 
ed b.y a principal Gentlem'an in -the County 
of Cavan, who prate Red to me, that he never 
knew above one-, or two inftances under the 
Age of fix, even in a Part of the kingdom fo 
renowned for the quickcfi Proficiency in that 
Art. 

I am allured by our Merchants, that a Boy 
or a Girl, before twelve years old, is no fale- 
able Commodity ; and even when they come 
to this Age, they will not yield above three 
pounds, or three pounds and half a crown at 
moft, on the Exchange ; which cannot turn 
lo Account either to the Parents or K.ing- 
* dom, the Charge of Nutriments and Rags 
Laving been at leaft four times that value. 

I 3 - I ihaU 
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I fhall now therefore humbly propofe my 
own Thoughts, which I hope will not be li- 
able to the leaft Obje&ion. 

I have been afTured by a very knowing A - 
mcvican of my Acquaintance in London , that 
a young healthy Child well nurfed is, at a yea# 
old, a moft delicious nourifhing and whole- 
fome Food, whether Stewed , Roajied , Baked, 
or Boiled and I make no doubt, that it w\\\ 
equally ierve in a Fricafie , or a Ragouf. 

I do therefore humbly offer it to publick 
Confide ration, that of the hundred and twenty 
thoufand* children, already computed, twen- 
ty thoufand may be refervedfor Breed, where- 
of only one fourth part to be Males } whicJl 
is more than we allow to Sheep , black Cattle , 
or Swine ; and my Reafon is, that thefe chil- 
dren are- feidom the fruits of Marriage, a CYr- 
cumjlunce not much regarded by our Savages, 
therefore one Male will be fufficient to ferve 
four* females. That the remaining hundred 
thoufand may, at a year old, be offered in 
Sale to the Ferfons of Vitality and Fortiine 
through the kingdom, always adviftng th£ 
Mother to let them fuck plentifully in the laft 
Month, fo as to render them plump, and fat 
for a .good Table. A Child will make two 
Difhes at an Entertainment for Friend^ ; and 
when the Family dines alone, the fore or hind 
Quarter will make a reafonable difh, andfea- ’ 
foned with a little pepper or fait, will be very ' 
\ good 
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good Boiled or- the fourth day, efpeclally io- 
Winter . • * 

1 I have reckoned upon a medium* that a •» 
Child juft born will weigh If pounds, and ia 
a folar Year, if tolerably nuried, encreal’cth- 
to r8 pounds. 

I grant, this Food will be fomewhat dear, 
and therefore very proper for Landlords , who, 
as they have already devoured moll: of the Pa- 
rents, feem to have the beft title to the Chil- 
dren. 

Infant’s Flelh will be in feafon throughout • 
the Year, but more plentiful in March , and 
a little before and after $ for we are told by a. 
grave Author, an eminent French Phyfician, 
that Fijh being a prolifick Diet , there are more 
Children born in Reman Catholick Countries 
about nine Months after Lent , than at any 
other feafon ; therefore reckoning a Y ear af- 
ter Lent the markets will be more glutted 
than uliial, becaufe the number of Popifb In- 
fants is at lead three to one in this kingdom; 
k will have one other collateral advantage, 
by leflening the number of Papifs among us. 

I have already computed the Charge of 
Nurfing a Beggar’s child (in which Lift L 
reckon all Cottagers , Labcurers t and four- 
fifths of the Farmers ) to be about two {hil- 
lings per Annum, Rags included ; and I be- 
lieve no Gentleman would repine to give ten - 
Shillings for the Carcafs of a good fat Child , 
which, as I have faid,. will make, four Difhes 
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©f excellent nutritive Meat, when he hath 
only Tome particular Friend, or his own Fa- 
mily to dine with him. Thus the ’Squire 
will learn to be a good Landlord, and grow 
popular among his Tenants, the Mqther will 
have eight (hillings neat Profit, and be fit for 
Work till fhe produces another Child. 

Thole who are more thrifty ( as l mufi con- 
fefs the Times require ) may flea the Car cal's; 
the Skin of which artificially dreifed will make 
admirable Gloves for Ladies , and Summer 
Boots for fine Gentlemen. 

As to our City of Dublin , Shambles may 
be appointed for this purpofe in the moft con- 
venient parts of it, and Butchers we may be 
allured will not be wanting ; although l ra^ 
ther recommend buying the Children alive, 
and drefling them hot from the Knife, as we 
do roafiing Pigs. 

A very worthy Perfon, a true Lover of his 
Country , and whofe Virtues I highly efteetn, 
was lately pleafed in difeourfing on this mat- 
ter to offer a refinement upon ray Scheme. 
He laid, that many Gentlemen of this king- 
dom having of late delfroyed their Deer, he 
conceived that the want of Veniloa might b«e 
well fupplied by the bodies of young Lads 
and Maidens, not exceeding fourteen years 
of age, nor under twelve ; fo great a Number 
•of both Sexes in every country being now 
ready to fiarve for want of Work and Ser- 
vice : And thefe to be difpofed of by their 

Parents 
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Parents If alive, or otherwife hy their neared 
Relations. But with due Deference to fo ex- 
cellent a Friend, and fo deferring a Patriot, 
I cannot be altogether in his fentimerits $ for 
as to the Males, my American Acquaintance 
allured me from frequent experience, that their 
Flelh was generally tough and lean, like that 
of our fchool-boys, by continual exercife, and 
their Tafte difagreeable, and to fatten them, 
would not anlwer the charge. Then as to 
the Females, it would, I think, with huntble 
fubmillion, be a Lofs to the Publick , becaufe 
they foon would become Breeders themfelves :■ 
• And befides, it is not improbable, that fome 
fcrupulous people might be apt to ccnfure fuch. 
a Practice, (although indeed very unjuftly)' 
as a little bordering upon Cruelty, which, I 
confefs, hath always been with me the ftrong- 
eft Objection againft any Projeft, how well- 
fqever intended^ 

But in order to juftify my Friend, he con- 
fefled, that this Expedient was put into his- 
head by the famous Salmanaaxar , a Native 
of the ifland Formofa , who came from thgice 
to London about twenty years ago, and in 
Converfation told my Friend, that in hi* 
Country, when any young Perfon happened 
to be put to death, the Executioner fold the 
C areals to Perfons of as a prime 

Dainty ; and that in his time the Body of a' 
plump Girl of fifteen, who was crucified for 
an attempt to poifon the Emperor, was fold 

to 
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to his imperial Majefys prime Minijin of 
State, and other great Mandarins of the court 
in Joints from the Gibbet, at four hundred 
crowns. Neither indeed can I deny, that, if 
the fame Ufe were made of feveral plump 
young Girls in this town, who without one 
fingte groat to thfeir Fortunes cannot ftir a- 
broad without a Chair, and appear at a Play- 
houfe and AJfemblies in foreign Fineries which 
they never will pay for, the Kingdom would 
not; be the worfe. 

Some Perfons of a defponding Spirit are in 
great Concern about that vaft Number of poor 
people, who are aged, difeafed, or maimed ; 
and I have been defired to employ my thoughts^ 
what Courfe may be taken to eafe the Nation 
of fo grievous an Incumbrance. But I am 
notin the leaft Pain upon that matter; be- 
caufe It is very well known, that they are e- 
very day dying, and rotting by Cold and Fat- 
mine, and Filth, and Vermin , as faft as can 
he reafonably expected. And as to the young 
Labourers, they are now in almoft as hope- 
ful a condition ; They cannot get Work, 
and confequently pine away for want of Nou- 
rilhment, to a degree, that if at any time they 
are accidentally hired to common Labour, 
they have not Strength to perform it, and 
thus the Country and tbemfelves are happily 
delivered from the evils to come. 


I have 
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I have too long cfigreflecf, and therefore fhall 
return to my Subject. I think the Advantages 
by the propofal, which I have made, are obvi- 
ous and many, as well as of the higheft im- 
portance. 

For Firft, as I have already oblerved, it would 
greatly leflen the Number of Papifls, with whom 
we are yearly over-run, being the principal 
Breeders of the Nation, as well as our molt 
dangerous Enemies, and who ftay at home on 

n ofe with a Defign to deliver the Kingdom 
e Pretender , hoping to take their advan- 
tage by the Ablence of fo many good Protef- 
tants , who have chofen rather to leave their 
Country, than ftay at Home, and pay Tithes 
againft thfcir Confidence .to an Epifcopal Curate . 

Secondly, The poorer Tenants will have 
fomething valuable of their own, which by 
Law may be made liable to a Diftrefs, and 
help to pay their Landlord’s Kent, their Com 
and Cattle being already leized, and Money a 
thing unknown. 

‘ Thirdly , Whereas the Maintamance of an 
hundred thouiand Children, from two years 
old and upwards, cannot be computed at lef» 
than ten Shillings a piece per Annum, the Na- 
tion's Stock will be thereby encreafed fifty 
thoufand pounds per Atinum, beiides the Profit 
of a new Dilh, introduced to the Tables of all 
Gentlfmen of Fortune ip the kingdom, who have 
any refinement in Tafte. And the Money will 
circulate among ©urfclves, the goods being 

entirely 
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entirely of our own Growth and Manufac- 
ture. 

Fourthly , The conftant Breeders, befides the 
Gain of eight {hillings Sterling per Annum by 
the fale of their Children, will be rid of the 
-Charge of njaintainhig them after the frit 
y^r. ; ... SA \ : *\ /' 

Fifthly , This Food would likewife bring 
•great Gufiom to Taverns, where the Vintners 
will certainly be fo prudent as to procure the 
beft Receipts for dreffing it to perfection ; and 
confequently have their houfes frequented by 
all the fine Gentlemen, who juftly value them- 
folves upon tHeir Knowledge in good Eating 
.and a fkilful Cook, who underltands how to 
oblige. his Guefts, will contrive toumake it. as 
expenfive as they pleafe. 

Sixthly, .This would be a great Inducement 
ito Marriage, which all wife Nations have ei- 
ther encouraged by Rewards, or enforced by 
Laws and Penalties. It would encreafe the 
Care and Tendernefs of Mothers towards their 
Children, when they were fure of a Settlement 
for life to the poor babes, provided in fome 
fort by the Publick, to their annual Profit in- 
•ffead of Expcnce. We fliould foon fee an ho^- 
ijiefi Emulation among .the married Women,, 
f which of them could bring the fattefi Child to the 
' Market . Men would become as fond of their 
W ives, during the time of their Pregnancy,, 
as they are now of their Mares in Foal, their 
Cota's in Calf, or Saves when they are ready to 

farrow j 
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farrow ; nor offer to beat or kick them (as is 
too frequent a Pra&ice) for fear of a Mifcar- 
riage. 

Many other Advantages might be enume - 
rated. For inftance, the Addition of fome 
thoufand Carcafles in our Exportation of bar* 
reled Beef : The Propagation of Swines Flejb, 
and Improvement in the art of making good 
Bacon, fo much wanted among us by the great 
deftru&ion of Pigs, too frequent at our T aoles ; 
which are no way comparable in Tafte or 
Magnificence to a well grown, fat, yearly 
Child, which roafted whole will make a con- 
fiderable Figure at a Lord Mayor's Feaft, or any 
other publick Entertainment. But this, and 
many others I omit, beingftudious of Brevity. 

Suppofing, that one thoufand Families in 
this City would be conftant Cuftomers for In- 
fants Flefh, befides others who might have ifc 
at merry Meetings, particularly at Weddings and 
CkriJIenings, I compute that Dublin would take 
off annually about twenty thoufand Carcafles , 
and the reft of the kingdom (where probably 
they will be fold fomewhat cheaper) the re- 
maining eighty thoufand. 

I can think of no one Objeflion, that will 
poflibly be railed againft this Propofal, unlefs 
it fhould be urged, that the Number of people 
will be thereby much leflenedin the Kingdom. 
This I freely own, and ’twas indeed one prin- 
cipal Defign in offering it to the world. I de- 
fire the Reader will obferve, that I calculate 
- K my 
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my Remedy for this one individual Kingdom 
of Ireland, and for no other that ever was, 
is, or, I think, ever can be upon Earth. There- 
fore let no Man talk to me of other Expedients : 
Of taxing ourAbfentees at five Shillings a Pound: 
Of ufing neither Cloatbs, nor Houjbold Furniture, 
except what is of our own Growth and Manu- 
facture ; Of utterly resetting the Materials and 
'lnfiruments that promote Foreign Luxury : Of 
curing the Expenfivenefs of Pride, Vanity, Idle* 
itefs, and Gaming in our JVomen : Of introducing 
a Vein ofParfimony, Prudence and Temperance : 
Of learning to love our Country, wherein we 
differ even from Laplanders,' and the Inha- 
bitants ofT opin’ amboo : Of quitting our Ani- 
mofities and Fad ions, nor aSiing any longer like 
« the Jews, who were murdering one another at 
the very moment their City was taken : Of be- 
ing a little cautious ?iot to fell cur Country and 
Confidences for nothing: Of teaching Landlords 
to have at leaf one Degree of Mercy towards 
their Tenants. Laftly, Of putting a Spirit of 
Honefiy , Indufiry, and Skill into cur Shop-keep- 
ers, who, if a Refolution could now be taken to 
buy only our Native Goods, would immediately 
unite to cheat and exact upon us in the Price , 
the Meafure, and the Goodnefs , ntr could ever 
yet be brought to make one fair Propofal of juft 
dealing , though often and earnefily in vited to it. 

Therefore I repeat, let no man talk to me 
ofthefe and the like expedients, till he hath at 
ieuftlome glympfe of hope, that there will ever 

* « be. 
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be fome hearty and fincere attempt to put 
them in Practice. 

But, as to myfelf, having been wearied 
out for many years with offering vain, idle, 
vifionary Thoughts, and at length utterly de- 
foairing of fuccefs, I fortunately fell upon 
this Propofal, which, as it is wholly new, fo 
it hath fomething folid and real, of no Ex- 
pcnce and little Trouble, full in our , own 
power, and whereby we can incur no danger 
m difobliging England. For this kind of 
Commodity will not bear Exportation, the * 
flefli being of too tender a confidence* to ad- 
mit a long continuance in fait* although per- 
haps I could name a Country , which would be 
glad to eat up our whole Nation without it. * 

After all, I am not fo violently bent upon 
my own opinion, as to rejeft any offer, pro- 
pofed by wife men, which lhall be found e- 
qually innocent, cheap, eafy, and effe&ual. 

But before fomething of that kind {hall be ad- 
vanced in contradi&ion to my fcheme, and of- 
fering a better; I delire the Author or Authors 
will be pleafed maturely to confidertwo points. 
Firjl, As things now ftand, how they will be 
able to find Food and Raiment for a hundred 
thoufand ufelefs Mouths and Backs. And 
Secondly , There being a round million of 
creatures in human figure throughout this 
kingdom, whofe whole fubfiftence put into a 
common Stock, would leave them in debt two 
millions of Pounds Sterling, adding thofe 
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<vho are Beggars by profeflion, to the bulk of 
Farmers, Cottagers, and Labourers, with 
their Wives and Children, who are Beggars 
in effeft } I defire thole Politicians who dif-„ 
like my Overture, and may perhaps be fo bold 
to attempt an anfwer, that they will firft afk 
the parents pf thefe Mortals, whether they 
would not at this day think it a great happi-» 
nefs to have been fold for Food at a year old, 
in the manner I prefcribe, and thereby have 
avoided fuch a perpetual Scene of Misfor- 
tunes,. as they have lince gone through, by 
the Qppreffion oj Landlords , the impossibility of 
faying rent without Money or Trade, the voant 
c>i common Siiflenance , with neither Houfe nor 
Cloatbs to cover them from the inclemencies 
pf the weather, and the moll inevitable prof- 
peSi of int ailing the like , or greater Miferies, 
upon their Breed for ever. 

I profefs, in the fmcerity of ray heart, that 
I have not the leaft perfonal Intereft in endea- 
vouring tp promote this neceffary work, ha-r 
ving no other Motive than th t. Publick Good of 
■my Country , by advancing our Trade , provi- 
ding for Infants , relieving the Poor, and give T 
ingfome Plecifure to the Rich. I have no Chil- 
dren, by which I can propofe to get a fmgle 
jpennyj the youngeft being nine Years old, 
and tpy Wife paft Child* hearing.; 

MAR T1NUS 
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MARTlNUS SCR1BLERVS; 

HEP I BAOOYS: 

, or, * 

Of the Art of S i n k i n g in 

POETRY. 

.CHAP. I. > 

I T hath been long (my dear Countrymen) 
the fubiedb of my Concern and Surprize, 
that whereas numberiefs Poets, Critics, 
and Orators have compiled and digefted theArt 
of ancient Poefy, there hath not arifen among 
Ms one Perfon fo publick-fpirited, as to per- 
form the like for the Modern j Although it 
is univerfally known, that our everyway indu- 
ftrious Modems, both in the Weight of their 
Writings, and in the Velocity of their judg- 
ments, do fo infinitely excel the faid Ancients* 
Neverthelefs, too true it is, that while a 
plain and direct Road is paved to their 04^., 

or Sublime 5 no Track has been yet chalked 
’ . ' ' K3 out. 
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out, to arrive at our (3dQ<&f or Profund. The 
Latins, as they came between the Greeks and 
Us, make ufe of the word Altitudo , which 
implies equally Height and Depth. Where- 
fore confidearing with no fmall grief, how 
many promifmg Genius’s of this age are wan- 
dering (as I may fay) in the dark without a 
Guide, I have undertaken this arduous but 
neceflfary Talk, to lead them as it were by the 
hand, and ftep by ftep, the gentle down-hill 
way to the Bathos ; the Bottom, the End, the 
central Point, the nonplus ultra , of true Mo- 
dern Poefy ! 

When I confider (my dear Countrymen) 
how extehfive, fertile and populous are our 
Lowlands of Parnaflus, the flourilhing ftate 
of our Trade, and the plenty of our Manu- 
faXure ; there are two Reflexions which adr 
minifter great occafion of furprize ; the one,, 
that all Dignities and Honours Ihould be be- 
flowed upon the exceeding few meagre in ha-' 
bitants of the Top of the mountain ; the o- 
ther, that our own Nation Ihould have arrived 
to that pitch of greatnefs it now pofleffes, 
without any regular Syftem of Laws. As to 
the firft, it is with great pleafure I have cb- 
ferved of late the gradual Decay of Delicacy 
and Refinement among mankind, who are 
become too reafonable to require, that we 
Ihould labour with infinite Pains to come up 
to the T afte of thefe Mountaineers, when they, 
without any, may. condefcend to -ours. But 
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as we have now an unqueftionable Majority 
en our fide, I doubt not but we (hall (hortly 
be able to level the Highlanders, and procure 
a farther vent for our own Product, which is 
already fo much relilhed, encouraged and re- 
warded, by the Nobility and Gentry of Great 
Britain. 

Therefore to fupply our former defeat, I 
purpofe to collect the fcattered Rules of ouf 
Art into regular Inttitutes, from the Exam- 
ple and Practice of the deep Genius's of our 
nation ; imitating herein my Predecelfors, 
the Matter of Alexander, and the Secretary 
of the renowned Zenobia : And in this my 
undertaking I am the more animated, as I 
expeft more Succefs than has attended even 
thofe great Critics j fince their Laws (though 
they might be good) have ever been Hackly 
executed, and their Precepts (however ftrict) 
obeyed only by Fits, and by a very fmall 
Number. 

At the fame time I intend to do Juftice 
upon our neighbours, inhabitants of the up- 
per Parnafliis-j who taking advantage of the 
rifing ground, are perpetually throwing down 
Rubbifh, Dirt and Stones upon us, never 
liiffering us to live in peace. Thefe men, 
while they enjoy the chryftal -ftream of Heli- 
con, envy us our common water, which (thank 
our liars) though it is fomewhat muddy, flows 
in much greater abundance. Nor is this the 
greateft injuttice that we have to complain of ; 
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for though it is evident that we never made 
the leaft attempt^ or inrode into Their terri- 
tories, but lived contented in our native fens ; 
they have often not only committed Petty 
Larcenies upon our borders, but driven the 
country, and carried off at once whole Cart- 
loads of our manufa&ure j to reclaim fome 
of which ftolen goods is part of the defign of 
this Treatife. 

For we fhall fee in the courfe of this work, 
that our greateft Adyerfaries have fometimes 
defcended towards us ; and doubtlefs might 
now and then have arrived at the Bathos it- 
felf, had it not been for that miftaken opinion 
they all entertained, that the Rules of the An- 
cients were equally neceffary to the Moderns $ 
than which there cannot be a more grievous 
Error, as will be amply proved in the* follow- 
ing difcourfe. 

And indeed when any of thefe have gone 
fo far, as by the light of their own Genius to 
attempt new Models, it is wonderful to ob- 
ferve, how nearly they have approached us in 
thole particular pieces 5 though in their others 
they differed toto ccclo from us. 

■ *•. 
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That the Bathos, or Profund, is the natural 
T ajie of Man , and in particular, of the 
prefent Age . 

T HE Tafte of the Bathos is implanted 
by Nature itfelf in the foul ot man | 
till perverted by cuftom or example, he 
is taught^ or rather compelled to relifh the 
fublime. Accordingly, we fee the unpreju- 
diced minds of Children delight only in fuch 
productions, and in fuch images, -as our true 
modem writers fet before them. X have ob- 
ferved how fall the general Tafte is returning 
to this firft Simplicity and Innocence ; and rf 
the Intent of all Poetry be to divert and iiir 
ftrutt, certainly that kind which diverts and 
inftruCts the greateji number is to be preferred. 
Let us look round among the Admirers of 
Poetry, we (hall find thofe who have a tafte 
of the Sublime to be very few $ but the Pro- 
fund ftrikes univerfally, and is adapted to e- 
veiy capacity, ’Tis a fruitlefs undertaking 
to write for men of a nice and foppifh Gufto, 
whom after all it is almoft impoflible to pleafe; 
and ’tis ftill more chimerical to write for Pof- 
terity, of whofe Tafte we cannot make any 
judgment, and whofe Applaufe we can ne- 
: ver 
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. ver enjoy. It muft be confefled, our wifer 
authors have a prefent end, • ^ V » 

Et procftjje volant , G? dele Rare Poet*. 

Their true defign is Profit or Gain ; in order 
to acquire which, ’tis neceflary to procure 
applaufe by adminiftering pleafure to the rea- 
der : From whence it follows demonftrably, 
that their productions rauft be fuited to the 
prefent Tafte. And I cannot but congratu- 
late our age on this peculiar felicity, that 
though we have made indeed great progrefs 
in all other branches of Luxury, we are not 
yet debauched with any high relifh in Poetry, 
but are in this one T afte lefs nice than our 
anceftors. If an Art is to be eftimated by its 
fuccefs, I appeal to experience whether there 
have not been, in proportion to their number, 
as many ftarving good Poets, as bad ones ? 

Neverthelefs, in making Gain the princi- 
pal end of our Art, far be it from me to ex- 
clude any great Genius’s of Rank or Fortune 
from diverting themfelves this way. They 
ought to be praifed no lefs than thofe Princes, 
who pafs their vacant hours in fome ingenious 
mechanical or manual Art. And to fych as 
thele, it would be ingratitude hqt to own, 
that our Art has been often infinitely indebt- 
ed. 

CHAP. 
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*The Necejpty of the Bathos , Phyfcally 
confdered. 

F Artherraore, it were great cruelty and 
injnftice, if all fuch Authors as cannot 
write in the other way, were prohibited 
from writing at all. Againft this I draw an 
argument from what feems to me an undoubt- 
ed phyfical Maxim, That Poetry is a natu- 
ral or morbid Secretion from the Brain. As 
I would not fuddenly Hop a cold in the head, 
or dry up my neighbours Iflue, I would as 
little hinder him from neceflary writing. It 
may be affirmed with great truth, that there 
is hardly any human creature paft childhood, 
but at one time or other has had fome Poeti- 
cal Evacuation, and no queftion was much 
the better for it in his health $ fo true is the 
faying, Nafcimur Poet a. Therefore is the 
Defire of Writing properly termed Pruritus , 
the tc Titillation of the Generative Faculty 
te of the Brain,” and the Perfon is faid to 
conceive j now fuch as conceive muff: bring 
forth. I have known a man thoughtful, me- 
lancholy and raving for divers days, who 
forthwith grew wonderfully eafy, lightfome 
and chearful, upon a dilcharge of the peccant 
humour, in exceeding purulent Metre. Nor 
can I queftion, but abundance of untimely 
deaths qre occafioned for want of this lauda- * 
ble vent of unruly Paflions : yea, perhaps, irt 
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poor wretches, (which is very lamentable) for 
meer want of pen, ink, and paper ! From • 
hence it follows, that a fuppreflion of the very 
worft Poetry is of dangerous confequence to . 
the State : We find by experience, that the 
fame humours which vent themfelves in Sum- 
mer in Ballads and Sonnets, are cbndenfed 
by the winter’s cold into Pamphlets and 
Speeches for and againlt the Miniftry : Nay 
I know not, but many times a piece of Poe- 
try may be the moll innocent compofition of a 
Minifter himfelf. 

It is therefore manifeft that Mediocrity ought 
to be allowed, yea indulged, to the good Sub- 
jects of England. Nor can I conceive how 
the world has fwal lowed the contrary as a 
Maxim, upon the lingle authority of that * 
Horace ? Why fhould the golden Mean, and 
qninte Hence of all Virtues, be deemed fo of- 
fenfive in this Art ? or Coolnefs or Medio- 
crity be fo amiable a quality in a Man, and 
lb deteflablc in a Poet ? 

However, far be it from me to compare 
thde Writers with thofe great Spirits, who 
are born with a Vivacite de pefanteur, or (as 
an Englifh Author calls it) an “ Alacrity 
(i of finking;” and who by ftrength of Na- 
ture alone can excel. All I mean is to evince 
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Non diij non homines, &c% Hor. 

* ■ • arf 
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the Neceffity of Rules to thefe lefler Genius's, 
as well as theUiefulnefs of them to the grea- 
• ter. 


• ■* ^ ^ • -■ * .1 • • t . 0 > 

C H A P. IV. 

That there is an Art of the Bathos , or 
Profund* 

W E come now to prove, that there is an 
Art*of Sinking in Poetry. Is there 
not an Archite6hire of Vaults and 
Cellars, as w*ell as of lofty Domes and Py-: 
ramids * Is there not as much (kill and labour 
m making Dikes, as in railing Mounts ? Is 
there not an Art of Diving as well as of Fly- 
ing ? And will any fober pra&itioner affirm, 
that a diving Engine is- not of fmgular ufe in 
making him long-winded, affilling hisdefcent, 
and fnrnifhing hyn with more ingenious means 
of keepiqg under water ?. 

If wefearch the Authors of Antiquity, we 
ffi all find as few to have been diftinguiffied in 
the true Profund, as in the true Sublime. And 
the very fame thing (as it appears from Longi- 
nus) had been imagined of that, as now of this : 
namely, .that it was entirely the Gift of Na- 
ture. I grant that to excel in the Bathos a 
Genius is requifite ; yet the Rules of Art muft 
be allowed fo farufeful, as to add weig$, or 
. • L as 
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as I may fay , hang on leadj to facilitate and 
enforce our delcent, to guide us to the molt ad- 
vantageous declivities, and habituate oui ima- „ 
inflation to a depth of thinking. Many there 
are that can fall, but few can arrive at the 
felicity of falling gracefully ; much more lor 
a man who is among® the lowefl of the creati- 
on at the very bottom ot the Atmofphei e, to 
defend beneath hirafelf, is notfo caiy a talk 
tmlefs he calls in Art to his affittfto* It » 
with the Bathos as with lmall Beer, winch is 
indeed vapid and infipid, if left at large and . 
let abroad ; but being by our Rules conhned . 
and well .ftopt, nothing grows fo frothy, pert, 

and bouncing* * 

The Sublime of Nature is the Sky, the Sun, 
Moon, Stars, &c. The Profund bfNatui*e is 
Gold, Pearls, precious -Stones, and the 1 rea- 
furcs of die Deep, which are meftimable as 
unknown. But all that lies between thele, as 
Corn, Flower, Fruits, Animals, and 1 lungs, 
for the mecr ule of Man, are of mean price,,, 
and fo common as not to be greatly epemed v 
. by the Curious. It being certain that any 
thing, of which we know the true Uie, can--, 
not be invaluable : W hich affords a lbluuon, . 
why common Senfc hath cither been totady 9 
delpifed, or held in linall repute, by the great- , 
ell: modern Critics and Authors. : 

♦ CHAP'i 
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" • , C H A P. V. 

• Of the true Genius for the Profund, and ly 
<vuhat it is confituted . 

A N D I will venture to lay it down, as the 
firft Maxim and Corner-Stone of this 
our Art 5 that whoever would excci 
{herein, muft ftudioufiy avoid, deteft, and 
turn his head from all the ideas, ways, and 
workings of that peftilent Foe to Wit, and 
Detlroyer of fine Figures* which is known by 
. the Name of ComtnonSenfe . His bulinefs mult 
be to contract the true Gout de tr a vers ; and to 
acquire a moil happy, uncommon, unaccount- 
able Way of Thinking. 4 

He is to conhder himfelf as a Grotefque 
Painter, whole works would be fpoiled by an 
imitation of nature, or uniformity of defign.. 
He is to mingle bits of the mod various, or 
difcordant kiuds, landfcape., hiftory, portraits, 
animals, and connect them with a great deal 
jof flourifhing, by head or tail, as it fhall pleafe 
his imagination, arid contribute to his prin- 
cipal end, which is to glare by ftrong oppo- 
fitions of colours* and furprize by contrariety 
of images. 

Serpentes ^avihus gemmntur , tigribus agm. 

; Ho*. 
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His defign ought to be like a labyrinth, out 
of which no body can get clear but himfelf. 
And fince the great Art of all Poetry is to mix 
Truth with Fi&ion, in order to join the Crf- 
dible with the Surprising $ our author lhall 
produce the Credible, by painting nature in 
her lowed fimplicity i’and the Surprizing, by 
contradifting common opinion. In the very 
Manners he will affeft the Marvellous 9 he 
will draw Achilles with the patience of Job 5 
a Prince talking like a Jack-pudding 5 a Maid 
of honour felling bargains ; a footman fpeak- 
ing like a philolbpher ; and a fine gentleman 
like a fcholar. Whoever is converfant in mo- 
dern Plays, may make a mod noble colle&ion 
of this kind, and at the fame time, form a 
complete body of modern Ethics and Morality . 

Nothing Teemed more plain to our great au- 
thors, than that theworld had long been wea- 
ry of natural things. How much the contra- 
ry are formed to pleafe, is evident from the 
univerfal applaufe daily given to the admirable 
entertainments of Harlequins and Magicians 
. on our dage. When an audience* behold a 
coach turned into a wheelbarrow, a conjurer 
into an old woman, or a man’s head where his 
heels Ihould be 9 how are they druck with tran r 
fport and delight ? Which can only be im- 
puted to this caufe, that each objeft is changed 
into that which hath been fuggeded to them 
by their own low ideas before. ^ 

He 
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He ought therefore to render himfelf matter 
of this happy and anti-natural way of think- 
ing to inch a. degree, as to be able, on the ap- 
pearance of any obje6t, to furoifii his imagi- 
nation with ideas infinitely below it. And his 
eyes ihould be like unto the wrong end of a 
perfpe&iue glafs, by which all the obje£ts of 
nature are lefiened. * 

For Example } when a true genius looks up- 
on the Sky, he immediately catches the idea 
of a piece of blu,e lute- firing, or a child’s 
mantle.* ’ ; 

c The Jhies, whofe Reading - volumes fcarce 
have room. 

Spun thin, and wo* ve in nature's jinefi 
hom* 

The ue iv-horn world in their foft lap em- 
brac'd. 

And all around their fiarry mantle cafi. 

If he looks upon a T empeft, he ihall have an 
image of a tumbled bed, and deferibe a fuc- 
ceeding calm in this manner 3 

d The Ocean , joy'd to fee the tempefl fled. 

New lays his waves, and fmooths his ruf- 
fled bed. 

The Triumphs and Acclamations of the 
Angels at, the Creation of the Univerfe, pre- 
font to his imagination ‘ 1 the rejoicings ori the 
“ Lord Mayor's Day and he beholds thofe 


p. 14. 

glorious 


/c Prince Arthur, p. 41, 42. 
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* 0 * * ^ « 

glorious Beings celebrating their Creator, by 
huzzaing» making illuminations, and flinging’ 
fquibs, crackers, and Iky-rockttt- 1JZX K' 

e Glorious illuminations , made on high 

Z, 

By all the Jlars and planets of the Jfo>, 

In juft degrees, and jhining order plac'd, 
SpeQators charm'd , and the bleft dwellings 
■ * ‘grac dm -c -it 

*Thro' all th ' enlighten'd air ftwjft fre* 
works flew, « 

with repeated J bouts glad^Cberubs 
threw. 

. Comets afcended with their f weeping train , 
"Then fell in ftarry Jhowers and glittering 
rain. * ' .-4ir' 

J« rtir thoufand meteors blasting hungy 
W Which from ib' eternal Battlements •ivere 

,, ^ - *4 -» *•,« , . « 

If a man who is violently fond 
Sacrifice to that paflion his Frit 
would it not be a fhame, if ' 
with the love of the Bathos fhould not 
to it all other tfanfitory regards? You fhall 





: e ibid. p. s°*y* l:/) ’ Jft, 

N. B. In order to do juftice to thefe great 
Poets, our Citations are taken from the bgft, 
the laft, and moil corre£t Editions of their 
Works. That which we ufe of Prince Arthur, 
is in duodecimo, X714. the fourth Edition re- 
viled. " , hear 
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hear a zealous Proteftant Deacon invoke a 
Saint, and modeftly befeech her to do more 
for us than Providence. 

f Look down, blefs'd Saint , with pity then 
look dtnvn , . 

Shed on this land thy kinder influence , 

And guide us thro ' the mifls of Providence, 
In which we flray 

Neither will he, if a goodly Simile come in 
his way, fcrnple to affirm himfelf an eye-wit - 
nefs ot things never yet beheld by man, or ne- 
ver in exiftence j as thus, 

g i Thus have I feen, in Arahy the blefs'd, 

A Phoenix couch'd upon her fun'ral nefl. 

But to convince you that nothing is fo great 
which a marvellous Genius, prompted by this 
laudable zeal, is not able to lcfien $ hear how 
the moftlublime of all Beings is reprelcnted in 
the following images, 

* Firft he is a P ai N t E R. 

h Sometimes the Lord of Nature in the air , 
Spreads forth his clouds , his, fable Canvas , 
where 


f A. Philips on the Death of Queen Mary, 
g Anon. t 

h Biackm. opt. edit. duod. 1716. p. 172. 
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Hit pencil , dipp'd in heavenly colour bright / 
Paints his fair rain-boxy, charming to the 

fight* : 

. Now he is iCh ym ist. 

i 77 >’ Almighty Chymijl does his <worh prepare. 
Pours down his waters on the thirfy plain , 
Digefis his lightning , and difils his rain . " ‘ 

Now he is a W r e s T l e R. 

k Me in his griping arms th ' Eternal took , 
And with fuch mighty force my body Jhook, 
That the firong grajp my members forely 
bruis'd , 

Broke all my bones, and all my finexvs loos'd . 

^ow a Recruiting Office r. 

• - • 

1 For clouds, the fun-beams levy frejp fupplia. 
And raife recruits of vapours , which a- 


rife 


Drawn from the feas, to mufier in the Jkies. 


Now a peaceable Guarantee. 1 

i - 

m ht leagues of peace the neighbours did a- 
• gree,v 

- And to maintain them, Cod was Guar an- 
tee . 






i Black. Pf, civ. p. 263* k page 75. 1 p. 
176. „ m p. 78. 

' Then 
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Then he is an Attor ney. 

n Job, as a •vile offender , God indite s 9 
And terrible decrees ctgainfi me writes. 

God will not be my Advocate, 

My caufe to manage or debate . 

In the following Lines he is a Goldbeater. 

o IVfco the rich metal beats , and then , with 
m care , f . . 

Unfolds the golden leaves , to gild the fields 
of air . 

Then a Puller. * 

p th' exhaling reeks that fecret rife , 

Borne on Rebounding fun-beams thro ' the flues. 
Are thicken'd , wrought , and whiten'd , 'till 
they grow \ * * . 

A heavenly fleece .♦* . 

... .AMercer, or Packer, A ...... 

•. - Didfi thou one End of air's wide curtain hold , 
*• And help the Bales of /Ether to unfold ; 
q Say, which cerulaan Bile was by thy hand 
* unroll'd ? 


n p. op, 18*. p p. 18. q p.174. 

H-wv*’ V * J *. •**’ 

A Butler,' 
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A Butler 
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jr He meafures all the drops with iwmd'nous 

• /fiM * * ’ 1 * 4 -*“ 

Which the bk^k clouds, his floating Bottles, 

& * • *. * 


And a B a k R *;* * jf 

f Go4 in tUWUdernefs bis tatte0Mf 

And in bis tiirj Ovens bak'd their bread . 

•?■ • * : . r^fSk 
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w # • “ J * 

• * - if - 

Of the feveral Kinds of Genius's m the Pro* 


fund, and the Marks , and ( 
each. 


ih/ ^ 


I Doubt ndt but the Reader, fey this Cloud 
of example, begins to be convinced of the 
truth of bur iflertion, thatthp Bathos is 
an Art ; and that the Genius of no mortal 
whatever, following the mere ideas of Nature, 
and unafTifted with an habitual, nay laborious 
peculiarity of thinking, could arrive at Images 
fo wonderfully low and unaccountable,. The 




r p. i 3*. f Black. Song of Mofes* p. si 3. 

great 
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great Author, from whofe treafury we have 
drawn all thefe instances (the Father of the 
Bathos, and indeed the Homer of it) has like ' 
that immortal Greek, confined his labours to 
tlie gfeater Poetry, and thereby left room for 
others to acquire a due ffiare of praife in infe- 
rior kinds. Many painters who could never 
hit a nofe or an eye, have with felicity copied 
a fmall-pox, of been admirable at a toad or 
a red-herring. And feldom are we without 
genius’s for Still- life, which they can work 
up arid ftiffen with incredible accuracy. 

An Univerfal Genius rifesnotin an age j 
but when he riles, armies rife in him ! He 
pours forth five or fix Epic Poems with greater* 
facility, than five or fix pages can be produced 
by an elaborate and fervile copier after Na- 
ture or the Ancients. It is affirmed by Quin- 
tilian, that the fame genius which made Ger- 
inanicus fo great a General, would with equal 
application have made him an excellent He- 
roic Poet. In like manner,, reafoning from- 
the affinity there appears between Arts and 
Sciences, I doubt not but an a&ive Catcher* of 
butterflies, a careful and fanciful Patterp- 
drawer, an induftrious colle&or of fliells, £ 
laborious and tuneful bag-piper, or a diligent 
breeder of tame rabbits, might leverally excel 
in their relpe&ive parts of the Bathos . ' t 

I ffiall range thefe confined and lefs copious 
Genius’s under proper .claffes, and ‘(the better; 
to give- their piriurafc to the reader) under the 

names- 
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names of Animals of fome fort or other j where - 
.by he will be enabled, atthefirft fight of fuch 
as fhall daily come forth, to know to what 
Kind to refer, and with what Authors to com- 
pare them. 

• - ■< v ’ . 

i. The Flying Fijhes : Thefe are writer* 
who now and then life upon their fins, and fly 
out of the Profund j but their wings are foon. 
dry, and they drop cfown to the bottom. G. 
S. A. H. C. G. 

a. The Swallows are authors that are eter- 
nally fkimming and fluttering up^and down, 
but all their agility is employed to catch files. 
L. T. W. P. Lofd H. 

3. The Ofiridges are fuch, whofe heaviness 
rarely permits them to raife themfelves from 
the ground ; their wings are of no uie to lift 
them up, and their motion is between flying 
and. walking ; but then they run 'very fafi. 
D. F. L. E. The Hon. £. II. 

4. The Parrots are they that repeat ano- 
ther's words, in fuch a hoarfe odd voice, as 
makes them feem their own. W. B. W. S. 
C. C. The Reverend D. D. 

5. The Didappers are authors that keep 
themfelves long out of fighf, underwater, and 
come up now and then where you kaft expect- 
ed 
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«d them. L. W. G. D. Efqj The Hon. Sir 

W. Y. * ‘ *. * 

6 . The Porpoifes are unwieldly and big ; 
they put all their numbers into a great tur- 
moil and tempell, but whenever they appear 
in plain light, (which is feldom) they are only 
ihapelefs and ugly monfters, I. D. C. G. I. O. 

7. The Frogs are fuch as can neither walk 
nor fly, but can leap and bound to admiration : 
They live generally in the bottom of a ditch, 
and make a great noife whenever they thruft 
their heads above water. E. W. I. M. Efqj 
T. D. Gent. 

* 

• 8. The Eels are obfeure authors, that wrap 
. themfelves up in their own mud, but are migh- 

2 nimble and pert. L. W. L. T. P. M.. 
eneral C. 

« . * 

9. The Tortoifes are (low and chill, and, . 
like paftoral writers, delight much in gardens: 
they have for the moft part a fine embroidered 
(hell, and underneath it, a heavy lump. A. P. 
W. B. L. E. The Right Hon. E. of S. 

Thefe are the chief CharaEterifi'ich of the 
Bathos , and in each of^ the kinds we have the 
comfort to be bleffed with fundry and mani- 
fold choice Spirits in this our Ifland. 

• . * ' M CHAP' 
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' ■' '* ’ • • - . . 1 . 

* CHAP. VII. 

Of the Profunda when it conffts in the- 

Thought. 

W E have already laid down the Princi- 
ples upon which our author is to pro- 
ceed, and the manner of forming his 
Thought by familiarizing his mind to the 
low eft objeSis j to which it may be added, that 
Vulgar Con<v erf 'ation will greatly contribute. 
There is no queftionbut the Garret or the Prin- 
ter’s boy may often be difcemed in the com- 
pofitions made in fuch fcenes and company 5 
and much of Mr. Curl himfelf has been in- 
fenfibly infufed into the works of his learned 
Virriters. 

The Phyfician, by the ftudy and infpe&ion 
of urine and ordure, approves himfclt in the 
fcience ; and in like fort fhould our author 
accuftom and exercife his imagination upon 
the dregs of nature. 

This will render his thoughts truly and 
fundamentally low, and carry him many fa- 
thoms beyond Mediocrity, For, certain it is, 
(though fome lukewarm heads imagine they 
may be fafe by temporizing between- the ex- 
tremes) that where there is not a Triticalnefs 
or Mediocrity in the Thought, it can never 
be funk into the genuine and perfeft Bathos, 
by the moft elaborate low ExpreffioB ; It can, 

* at 

• t ■» 
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at moft, be only carefully obfcured, or meta- 
phorically debafed. But it is the Thought a- 
lone that ftrikes, and gives the whole that 
fpirit, which we admire and flare at. For in- 
stance, in that ingenious piece on a lady’s 
drinking the Bath-waters. 

t She drinks ! She drinks ! behold the mat ch- 
iefs dame ! 

*To her ’ tis water, but to us 'tis flame : 

' Thus fire is water , water fire by turns , 
And the fame fir earn at once both cools and 
burns. 

What can be more eafy and unaflfc£led than 
rthte Di&ion of thefe verfes ? ’Tis the Turn of 
I Thought alone, and the Variety of Imaginati- 
on, that charm and furprize us. And when 
the fame lady goes into the Bath, theThonght 
(as in juftnefs it ought) goes ftill deeper. 

u Venus beheld her , 'midflher crowd of Slaves, 
And thought herfelf jufl rifen from the 
waves . 

How much out of the way of common fenfe 
js this refleftion of Venus, not knowing her- 
felf from the Lady ? 

Of the fame nature is that noble .miftake of 
a frighted Stag in a full chace, who (faith the 
JPoet,) - * 


t Anon. .. u Idem. 

M a Hears 
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Hears his own feet, and thinks they found 
like more $ 

And fears the hind-feet will o'ertake the fore. 

So aftontfhing as thefc are, they yield to the 
following, which is Profundity itfelf, 

x None but Himfelf can be his Parallel. 

tJnlefs it may feem borrowed from the Thought 
of that Mafter of a Show in Smithfield,, who 
writ in large letters over the picture of his Ele- 
phant, 

This is the grtatejl Elephant in the world , ex- 
cept Himfelf. * 

' However our next inftance is certainly an 
©righral : Speaking of a beautiful infant, 

^ So fair thou artj that if great Cupid be 
A child , as Poets fay, fure thou art he. 

Fair Venus would miftake thee for her own , 
Did not thy yes proclaim thee not her fon. 
There all the lightnings of thy Mother's Jhine y 
And with a fatal brighttiefs kill in thine. 

Firfc he is Cupid, then he is not Cupid ; 
firft Venus would miftake him, then lhe would 
not miftake him ; next his Eyes are h?s Mo- 
ther’s, and laftly they are not his Mother's, 
but his own. 



Theobald* Double Falfttood. 
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. • Another author defcribing a Poet that Ihines 
forth amidft a circle of Criticks, 

^ *Ihus Phccbus thro ’ the Zodiack takes his way. 
And amid Mongers rifes into day. 

What a peculiarity is here of invention ? 
The Author’s pencil, like the wand of Circe, 
•turns all into Monfters at a ftroke. A great 
Genius takes things in the lump, without 
•flopping at minute cdnfiderations : In vain 
might the ram, the bull, the goat, the crab, 
the fcorpion, the fillies, all Hand in his way, 
as mere natural animals ; much more might 
it be pleaded that a pair of fcales, an old man, 
and two innocent children, were no monfters > 
There were only tiie Centaur and the Maid 
•that could be efteemed out of nature. But 
what of that? with a boldnefc peculiar^ to 
thefe daring Genius’s, what he found not 
monfters, he made fo. 


CHAP. VIII. 

Of the Profund , confl fling in the Circum- 
ftances : and of Amplification and Peri- 
•* phrafe in general. . • 


W HAT in a great meafure diftingurfh- 
es other writers from ours, is their 
chufing and feparating fuch Circum- 
flances in a defcription as enoblc or elevate the 
ifubjeft. . . 

' M j3 The 


a 
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The Circumfdnces which are moft natural 
arc obvious, therefore not afionijhing or pecu - 
liar. But thofe that are far-fetched or unex- 
pe6ted, or hardly compatible, will furprize 
prodigioufly. Thefe therefore we muft prin- 
cipally hunt out ; but above all, preferve a 
laudable Prolixity j prefenting the whole and 
every fide at once, of tlie image to view.- For 
Choice and* diftin&ion are not only a curb to 
the fpirit, and limit the descriptive faculty, 
but alfo leflen the book ; which is frequently 
of the worft confequence of all to our author. 

]ob fays in fhort, tf He wafhed his feet in 
butter," a circumftance fome Poets would 
have foftened, or paft over : now hear how 
this butter is (pread out by the great Genius# 

y With teats dif ended with their milky Jlore 9 
Such numerous towing herds , before my door* 
‘Their pawful burden to unload did meet , 

' 4 That we with butter might have wajb'd our 
feet 


How, cautious and particular ! t€ He had 
“ (fays our author) lb many herds, which 
6t herds thrived do well, and thriving lo well 
4 c gave fo much milk, and that milk prod^- 


y Blackm. Job. p. 133. 
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**,ced fo much butter, that if he did not, he 
* c might have wafhed his feet in it.” 

The enfuing description of Hell is no lefs 
remarkable in the Circumftances. v • 


2 In flaming heaps the raging ocean rolls , 
IVhofe livid waves involve defp airing fouls 5 
‘The liquid burnings dreadful colours /hew. 
Some deeply red and others faintly blue. 


Could the moft minute Dutch-painter have 
been more exadt ? How inimitably cjrcum- 
ftantial is this alfo of a War-horfe ! 


a His eye- balls burn, he wounds the fmoaking 
plain , + „ 

And knots of fcarlet ribbond deck his Mane . 

* • 

\ 

» 9 . , % 

Of certain Cudgel-players. 

*They hrandi/h high in air their threatening 
flaves , 

b Their hands a woven guard of ozier faves,- 

In which they fix their hazel weapon’s end. 

Who would not think the Poet had paft his 
whole life at Wakes in fych laudable diver- 
sions ? fince he teaches us how to hold, nay 
how to make a Cudgel ! 

Periphrafe is another great aid to Prolixity $ ' 
being a diffufed circumlocutory manner of 


2 Pr. Arth. p. 89. a Anon, 
b Job, p. 78. 
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exprefling a known, idea, which (hould be Co 
myfterioufly couched, as to give the reader 
the pleafure of guefling what it is that the 
author can poflibly mean ? and a ftrange 
furprize when he finds it. 

The Poet I laft mentioned is incompara- 
ble in this figure. 

•c A waving fea of heads <zvas round me Jpread, 
And f ill J-reJk fr earns the gazing deluge fed. 

•Here is a waving fea of heads, which by a 
frefti ftream of heads, grows to be a gazing 
•deluge of heads. Y.ou come at laft to find* 
it means a great crowd. 

How pretty and how genteel is the follow- 
ing 1 

d Nature's Confectioner 

Whofe fuckets are moif alchiny : 

'Thf fill of his refining mold 
Minting the garden uito gold. 

What is this hut a Bee gathering honey ? 

c Little Syren of the fage , 

Empty wartyer, breathing lyre , 
Wanton gale of fond defire, 

' Tuneful mf chief, vocal fpell. — 

Who would think, this was only a poor Gen?* 
tie woman that fung finely *? 


Cleveland, -e A. Philips to Cuzzofui. 

W? 

« 

a • 


1 _ 
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We may define Amplification to be making 
the moil of a Thought j it is the Spinning- 
wheel of the Bathos, which draws out and 
fpreads it into the fineft. thread. There are 
Amplifiers who can extend half a dozen 
thin thoughts over a whole Folio j but for 
which, the tale of many a vail Romance, and 
the fubilance of many a fair Volume, might 
be reduced to the fize of a primmer. 

In the book of Job, are thefe words, “ Hail 
“ thou commanded the morning, and caufed 
“ the day fpring to know his place ? ” How 
is this extended by the moil celebrated Am- 
plifier of our age ? 

f Canfi thou fet forth th ’ etherial mines on high, 
Which the refulgent ore of light fupply ? 

Is the celefiial furnace to thee known. 

In which I melt the golden metal down P 
Treafures, from whence I deal out light as 

f a fi> ; ' ’ 

As all my liars and laviih funs can waile. 

The fame author hath amplified a paiTnge 
in the civth Pialm j ** He looks on the earth, 
“ and it trembles. He touches the hills, and 
“ theyfmoke.” 

g The bills forget they're fix'd , and in their plight 
Cafi off t heir weight , and eafe themfelves for 
fight: • . 


f Job, p. 108. g p. 267, 


The 
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The woods, with terror wing'd, out-fly the 
"wind, f 

And leave the heavy, panting hills behind. 

\ . * **' 

* -t 

You here fee the hills not only trembling, 
'hut (haking off the woods from their backs* 
to run the (after : After this you are prefent- 
edwith a foot-race of mountains afld woods, 
where the woods diftance the mountains, that 
jike corpulent purfy fellows come puffing and 
panting a vaft way behind them* 




CHAP. IX* 


• T,» 


Of Imitation , and the Manner of Imitating* 

. / , 1 i ' J e »•# , *•» 

1 1 ^ H AT the true authors of the ^refund 
■are to imitate diligently the Examples 
in their own way, is notJto be questi- 
oned, and that divers have by this means at- 
tained to a depth whereunto their own weight 
could never have carried them, is evident by 
fundry. inftances. Who fees not that De Foe 
was the poetical fon of Withers, Tate of 
-of Ogilby, E. Ward of John Taylor, and 
Eufden of Blackmore ? Therefore when we 
fit down to write, let uS bring forne great au- 
thor to our mind, and afk ourfelves this quef- 
tion ? How would Sir Richard have faid this# 
Do I exprefs my (elf as (imply as Amhrofe 
’> " Philips? 
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Jk 

Philips ? Or flow my numbers wiA the quiet 
thoughtleffnefs of Mr. Welfted ? 

But it may feemPfomewhat ftrange to affert,. 
that our Proficient fliould alfo read the works 
of thofe famous Poets who have excelled in 
the Sublime ; Yet is not this a paradox. As 
Virgil is faid to have read Ennius, out of his 
diinghill to draw* gold, fo may our author 
read Shakefpear, Milton, and Dryden for the 
contrary end, to bury their gold in his own 
dunghill. A true Genius, when he finds any 
thing lofty or Alining in them, will have the 
ficill to bring it down, take off the glofs, or 
quite difcharge the colour, by feme ingeni- 
ous Circumftance or Periphrafe, tome addic- 
tion or diminution, or by l'ome of thofe Fi- 
gures, the ufe of which we (hall fliew in our 
next chapter. 

The hook of Job is acknowledged to be 
infinitely lublime, and yet has not the Father 
of the Bathos reduced it in every page ? Is 
there a paffage in all Virgil more painted up 
and laboured than the delcription of !/Etna in- 
the third iEneid ? 

Horrificis juxta tonat /Etna minis, 

Interdumque atram prorumpit ad a-tbera nv.bem, 
‘Turbine Jumantejn piceo, & cadente fauilla, 
Attollitque globos' jlammarum, & fidera lambit : 
Inter dim fcopulos anndjaquc <vifcera montis 
Erigit cruBans, liquej 'attaqut faxa fub xiuras 
Cum gemitu glcinerat , fundoque exaftuat imo. 

(I beg 
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(I beg pardon of the gentle Englifh reader, 
and fuch of our writers as underfland not 
Latin.) Lo ! how this is^aken down by our * 
Biitilh Poet, by the fmgle happy thought of 
throwing the Mountain into a fit of the cho» 
lick. 

h JEttia, and all the burning mountains, find 
Their kindled fiores with inbred fiorms of wind 
Blown up to rage ; and roaring out, com- 
* plain , 

As torn with inward gripes, and tort" ring 
pain : 

Lab" ring, they cafi their dreadful vomit rounds • 
- And with their melted bowels fpread the 
ground. „ - 

f * 

■ Horace, in fearch of the Sublime, ftruck 
his head againft the Stars * ; but Empedocles, 
to fathom the rrofund, threw himfelf into 
./Etna. And 'who would not imagine our 
excellent Modern had alfo been there, frotn 
this defeription ? 

Imitation is of two forts ; the firft is when 
we force to our own purpofes the Thoughts 
of others j the fecond confifts in copying the 
Jmperfe£lions or Blemifhes of celebrated aur 
thors. *. I have feen a Play profefl'edly writ in 


f It Pr. Arth. p. 75. 

* Sublimi feriam iidera vertice. 

the • 
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the ftyle of Shakefpear $ wherein the refem- 
blance lay in one fingle line. 

And fo good morrow fye, good majier Lieut e* 
nant . 

* . 

And fundry poems in imitation of Milton * 
where with the utmoft exa&neft, and not fo 
much as one exception, neverthelefs was con- 
llantly nathlefs , embroider’d was br outer' d, 
hermits were heremites > difdain'd was '/deign'd, 
lhady umbrageous , enterprize emprioce, pagan 
paynin , pinions pennons , fweet dulcet , orchards 
orchats , bridge- work pontifical } nay, her was 
j&ir, and their was thir through the whole po- 
em. And in very deed, there is no other way 
by which the true modern Poet could read, to 
any purpofe, the works of fuchmen as Miltori 
and Shakefpear* 

It may be expe&ed, that like other Critic^ 
I ihould- next lpeak of the Paffions : But as 
the main end and principal effett of the Bathos 
is to produce ’Tranquillity of Mind , (and fure 
it is a better defign to promote peep than mad- 
^ nefs) we have little to. fay on this fubje£l. Nor 
will the fhort bounds of this difcourfe allow 
us to treat at large of the Emollients and Opi- 
ats of Poefy, of the Cool , and the manner of 
producing it, or of the methods ufed by our 
authors in managing the Paffions. I lhali 
but tranliemly remark, that nothing contri- 
butes fo much to the Cool , as the ufe of Wit in 
exp. tiling pafficn : The true genius rarely 

N fails 
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fails of points , conceits , and proper ftmilies on 
fuch occafions : This we may term the Pathetic 
epigrammatical , in which even puns are mad« 
life of with good fuccefs. Hereby our beft 
authors have avoided throwing themfelves or 
their readers into any indecent Tranfports. 

But as it is fometimes needful to excite the 
fajjions of our antagonift in th & Polemic k way, 
the true ftudents in the Low have conilandy 
taken their methods from low life, where 
they obferved, that to move Anger , ufe is made 
pf 7 l'coldlng and railing j to move Love, of 
bawdry $ to beget Favour and Friendjhip, of 
grofs flattery } and to produce Fear , of ca- 
lumniating an adverfary with crimes obnoxi- 
pus to the State. As for Shame , it is a filjy 
paflion, of which as our authors are incapa- 
ble themfelves, fo they would not produce it 
jn others. 


CHAP. X. 

Of Tropes and Figures : And firjl of the 
variegating, confounding, and reverfng 
figures. 

B U T we proceed to the Figures. We 
cannot too eameftly recommend to our 
authors the ftudy of the Abufe of Speech. 
'J' hey ought to lay it down as a principle, to 

. ' fey 
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fay nothing ih the ufbal way, but (if poflible) 
in the direft contrary. Therefore the figures 
muft be fo turned, as to manifeft that intri* 
cate and wonderful Caft of Head which, di* 
ftinguilhes all writers of this kind : or (a# 

I may fay) to refer exaftly the Mold in which 
they were formed* in all its inequalities* ca- 
vities, obliquities, odd crannies* and diftor- 
tions. 

It would be endlefs, nay irnpoflible to enu- 
merate all fuch Figures ; but we fhitll content 
ourfclves to range the principal, which rao& 
powerfully contribute to the Bathos, under 
three Clalfes. * 

I. The Variegating, confounding* or Re- 
Verfing Tropes and Figures. 

II. The Magnifying, and 
* III. The Diminiflung. 

We cannot avoid giving to thefe the Greek 
or Roman Names j but in tendernefs to our 
countrymen and follow Writers, many of whom* 
however exquifite, are wholly ignorant of thofij 
languages, we liaVe alfo explained them in our 
-mother tongue. 

Of the firft fort, nothing fo much conduces 
to the Bathos, as the 

Catachresis. 

A Mafter of this will fay* 

• Mow die Beard, 

Shave the Grafs, 

Pin the Plank, . 

Nail my Sleeve. 

N %■ [IVotri 
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* , 1 . 

From whence refults the fame kind of plea-, 
lure to the mind, as to the eye when we be- 
hold Harlequin trimming himfelf with a hat- 
chet, hewing down a tree with a razor, ma- 
king his tea in a cauldron, and brewing his 
ale in a teapot, to the incredible fatisfa&ion 
of the Britilh fpe&ator. Another fource of the * 
Bathos is, „ 

The Metonymy, 

the inverfion of Caufes for Effects, of Inven- 
tors for Inventions, & c. 

Lac'd in her k Cofins new appear'd the bride , 

A 1 Bubble-boy and m Tompion at her fide , 

And with an air divine her n Colmar ply'd , 

Then oh ! Jhe cries , what jlawes t round me fee ? 
Here a bright Redcoat , there a ftnart o Toupee. 

The Synechdoche, 

.v/hich confifts, in the ufe of a Part for the 
Whole. You may call a young woman fpme- 
* tinaes Pretty face ai}d Pigs -eyes } and fomc- 


k Stays. ► 1 Tweezer-cafe. m Watch, 
n- Fan. o A fort of Perriwig : All 

Words in ufe at this prefent writing. 

\ • 

timet 

• s 

? i * 
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times Snatty-nofe and Draggle-tail. Or of Ac- 
cidents for PerfonS ; as a Lawyer is called 
Bplit-caufe, a Taylor Prick -loule, &c. Or 
of things belonging to a man, for the man 
himfelf ; as a 5 wi»^-maii, a Gown-man, a 
*F-m-T-d- man j a White-ita/ft a TurnTry, 
&c* . 

The A ro si d pe sis* 

An excellent figure for the Ignorant, as 
€t What fliall I fay ?” when one has nothing 
to fay : or (t I can no more,” when one real- 
ly can no more. Etxpreffions which the gen- 
tle reader is lo good as never to take in ear* 
neft. 

The Metaphor. 

The firft rule is to draw it from the lowejl 
things , which is d certain wdy to fink the 
higheft $ as when you fpeak of the Thunder 
of Heaven, fay, 

1 'The Lords above are angry and talk big. 

Or if you would defctibe a rich man re- 
funding his treafures, exprefs it thus* 

m 'Tho' he (as /aid ) may Riches gorge, tit 

Spoil 

Painful in maflfy Vomit J hall recoil. 

Soon j hall he perijh with a fwift decay , v 
Like his own Ordure, caji with j corn away* 


1 Lee Alex. * m Black m. Job, p. 91, 93. 

N 3 Secondly, 
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Secondly, that whenever you ftart a Meta,- 
phor, you mull be fure to run it down, and 
purfue it as far as it can go. If you get the 
Icent of a State Negotiation, follow it in this 
manner. 

€ 

n The flones and all the elements with thee 
Shall ratify a firift confederacy ; , w 

Wild bcajls their favage temper fall forget f 
And for a firm alliance with thee treat j 
.. The finny tyrant of the jpacious feas 
Sfyill fend a fcaly embaffy for peace t 
tits plighted faith the Crocodile fall keep , 

And feeing thee , for joy fincerely weep. 

Or if you reprefent the Creator denouncing 
yvar againft the wicked, be fure not to omit 
one circumftance ufual in proclaiming and 
levying war, 

o Envoys and Agents, who by my command 
. Rejide in Palefina's land , 

To whom commiffions I have given, 

To manage there the interefts of heaven. 

Ye holy heralds who proclaim 
Or war or peace , in mine your wafer's: 
name , 

Ye pioneers of heaven, prepare a road, 
p/Iahe it plain , dir eft and broad j — 

For I in perfon will my people head j 


ii job, p, 2%, o Blackm. Ifa. c. xl. 

" * --- for 
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For the divine deliverer 
Will on his march in majefly appear , 

And needs the aid of no confed’rate pow'r. 

We come next to the confounding, under 
which we rank 

i.‘ The Mixture of Figures, 

» which raifes fo many images, as to give you 
no image at all. But its principal beauty is 
when it gives an Idea juft oppofte to what* it 
(eemed meant to defcribe. Thus an ingeni- 
ous artift painting the Spring, talks of a Snow 
of Blojfoms , and thereby raifes an unexpected 
picture of Winter. Of this fprt is the fol- 
lowing : 

p The gaping clouds pour lakes of fulphur down, 
Whofe livid flajhes fick'ningfunb earns drcvon . 

What a noble Confufion ? clouds, lakes, 
brimftone, flames, fun-beams, gaping, pour* 
ing, fickVmg, drowning ! all in two lines. 

1 > 

i. The Jargon. 

Thy head fall rife , tho ' buried in the duf , 
And ’ tnidjl the clouds bis glittering turret* 
thrujf . • 

>/ * ** 


p Pr. Arthur, p 37. c^Job, p. 107,' 


% 


Digitized by Google 



142 MARTIN VS SCR1BLERUS 

Quare, What are the glittering turrets of 
adman’s head ? t ; 

r Upon the (bore, as frequent as the fand) 

T ’) meet the Prince , the glad Dimetians Jland>. 

Qiitrre, Where thefe Dimetians ftood ? and 
of what fize they were ? Add alfo to the Jar- 
gon fuch as the following. 

{ Dejlrutttori's empire jh/zll no longer lafl> # 
And Deflation lie for ever wafie. 
t Here Niobe , fad mother > makes her moan > 
And fee ms converted to a fione in Jlone. 

But for Variegation, nothing is more ufual 
than 

3. The Par anom a si a, or Pun, 

where a Word, like the tongue of a jack- 
daw, fpeaks twice as much by being fplit i 
As tills of Mr* Dennis, 

Bullets, that wound) like Parthians as they fly 
w or this excellent one of Mn Welfted, 

x Behold the Virgin lye 

Naked > and only cover’d by the Sky* 

To which thou may' ft add, 

♦ 

To fee her beauties no man need to ftoop , 

She has the whole Horizon for her hoop. 

r Pr. Arthur, p. 157* f Job, p* 89. 

t T, Cook, Poems* w Poems 1693* 

pag* 134 x Welfted, Poems* Aeon &Lavin. 

4. The 
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4, The Antithesis, or See-SAw, 

whereby Contraries and Oppofitions are ba- 
lanced in fuch a way, as to caufe a reader to 
remain fufpended between them, to his ex-‘ 
ceeding delight and recreation. Such are 
thefe, on a lady who made herfelf appear out 
of fize, by hiding a young princefs under her 
doaths. 

i 

y While the kind nymph changing her faultlefs 
jhape 

Becomes unhandfome, handibmely to fcape. 

On the Maids of Honour in mourning. 

z Sadly they charm , and difmally they pleafe. 

- — His eyes fo bright 

a Let in the object and let out the light . 
b The Qpdf lofik pale to fee us look fo red . 

The c Fairies and their Queen, 

In mantles blue came tripping o'er the green. 
4 * All nature felt a reverential J hock , * „ 

The fea food fill to fee the mountains rock . 


y Waller. z Steel, on Queen Mary, 
a Quarles. b Lee, Alex. c Phil, 
d Blackm. Job/ j>. 176, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XI. 

fbe Figures continued : Of the Magnifying 
and Diminifnng Figures. 

A Genuine writer of the Profund will take 
care never to magnify any object with- 
out clouding it at the fame time : His 
Thought will appear in a true mift, and very 
tinlike what is in nature. It muft always be 
•remembered that Darknefs is an efTential qua- 
lity of the Profund, or if there chance to be a 
glimmering, it muft be as Milton expreffes it* 

Ho light, but rather darknefs vifble. 

The chief Figure of this fort is. 

The Hyperbole* or Impoflible* 

For Inftance, of a Lion. 

fe He Soar'd fo loud, and look'd Jb nuond'rous 
grim, 

His very jkadavj durft not fallout him. 

Of a Lady at Dinner. 

^Tbe fiver vohitenefs, that adorns thy neck. 
Sullies the plate, and makes the napkin black . 


e Vet. Aut. 


Of 
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Of the fame 

a •* 

Th' f obfcurenefs of her birth 

Cannot ecltpfe the lujlre of her eyes , 

Which make her all one light . 

Of a Bull-baiting. 

« * 
g XJp to the jlars the Jprawling tnajli<ves fly t 

And add new monjlers to the frighted Jky . 

Of a Scene of Mifery. 

h Behold a fcene of mifery and woe ! 

Here Argus foon might weep bimfelf quite 
blind , 

Ev'n tho' he had Briareus ’ hundred hands 
7 0 wipe his hundred eyes 

And that modeft Requefl of two abfent Lovers, ' 

Te Gods ! annihilate but Space and Time, 
And make two lovers happy . 

3. The Periphrasis, which the Modems 
call the Circumbendibus, whereof we have given 
examples in the ninth chapter, and fhall again 
in the twelfth. 

To the fame Clafs of the. Magnifying may 
be deferred the following, which are fo excel- 


f Theob. Double FaUhood, 
h Anon. 


g Blackmi 
lently 
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lently modern, that we have yet no Name for 
them. In describing a Country Profpeft* 

i Tdcall them Mountains, but c#n'f call them fo. 
For fear to wrong them with a najne too low % 
While the fair Foies beneath fo humbly lie , ‘ 
‘That even bumble feems a term too high. 

Ill* The laft Clafs remains, of the Dimi- 
mfbing Figures : The Anticlimax, where 
the fecond Line drops quite fhort of the firft, 
than which nothing creates greater Surprize. 

On the Extent of the Britifh. Arms. 

4 

k Under the Tropicks is cur Language /poke. 
And Pa ft of Flanders hath receiv'd our Yoke . 

On a Warrior. 

1 And thou Dalhoujfy the great God of War , 
Lieutenant Colonel to the Earl of Mar. 

On the Valour of the Englifli. 

m Nor Art nor Nature has the force 
‘To fop its feddy courfe, 

Nor Alps nor Pyrenaeans keep it out, 
Nor for tiff d Redoubt. 


* 

i Anon* k Anon. 1 Anon, m Denn. 
on Namur, 


»• 
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At other times this Figure operates in a 
larger extent ; and when the gentle Reader 19 
in -expectation of iome great Image, he either 
finds it furprizingly imperfect, or is prefented 
^vith fomething low, or quite ridiculous : A 
Surprize ref'errrbling that of a curious perfon in 
3 Cabinet of Antique Statues, who beholds oa 
the Pedeftal the Names of Homer, or Cato ; 
fc*T?t looking up finds Homer without a Head, 
snrtd nothing to be feen of Cato but his Privy 
Member. Such are theie Lines of a Levia- 
than at Sea, 

It His Motion nvorhs, and beats iht carry Mud \ 
And neitbits (lime incorporates the figod, 
'filial! tb' incumber'd, thick , jer meeting 
Jinan;, 

Dots tile one Pot of boilingOintment feem- 
Where'er he fkuims, be haws along the lake 
£ticb j rot by furrows*, fucb a foamy tracks 
'l hat all the nr at cm of the -deep appear 

Hoary with age, or grey with Judden 

feari • ‘ _ 

By? perhaps even fcbefe arc excelled by the <n- 
^ut ng. 


fi Bili chin.. Job, p. 1-97. 


O 


« » 
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« 

o Now the reflfled flames and fiery fiore , 

By winds ajfaulted , in wide forges rear , / 
And raging feas flew down of melted l 
Ore. 3 

Sometimes they hear long Iron Bars re- * 
i mov’d, 

And to and fro huge Heaps of Cynders 
ihov’d. 

a. The Vulgar 

is alfo a Species of the Diminijhing : By this 
a Spear flying into the Air is compared to a 
Boy whittling as he goes on an errand. 

p The mighty Stuffa threw a maffy fpear 9 
Which , with its Errand pleas’d, lung thro ’ 
the air . 

A Man raging with grief to a ft$aftiff Dog. 

q I cannot fiifle this gigantic woe t 
Nor on my raging grief a muzzle throw. 

and Clouds big with Water to-, a Woman in 
great Neceffity. 

* 

Diftended with the Waters in 'em pent , 

The clouds hang deep in air 9 hut hang unrent. 

3. The Infantine. 

This is when a Poet grows fo very Ample, 

as to think and talk like a Child. I jfnall 

- - 

o Pr. Arthur, p. x 57. p Pr. Arthur, 
qjob, 41, take 
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take my examples from the greateft Mafter in 
this way : Hear how he fondles like a meer 
Stammerer. 

t • * 
r Little Cfcarm of placid mein , 

Miniature of Beauty's queen , 

Hither Britifh Mule of mine, » , 

Hither , all ye Grecian nine. 

With the lovely Graces three. 

And your pretty Nurfeling fee. 

When the meadows next are feen 9 
Sweet enamel , white and green. 

When again the Lambkins play , 

Pretty Sportlings full of May. 

Then the neck fo white and rounds 
(Little Neck with brilliants bound.) 

And thy Gentlenefs of mind 9 
(Gentle from a gentle kind } ) Sec. 

Happy thrice, and thrice agen 9 
Happief he of happy men, &c. 

and the reft of thofe excellent Lullabies of his 
Compofition. 

How prettily he alks the Sheep to teach him 
t© bleat ? * 

f Teach me to grieve with bleating moan , my 
Jheep. * 

♦ 

Hear how a Babe would reafon on his Nurfe’s 
death. 

r Amb. Philips on MifsC. f Philips’s Paf- 
ftorA. O * <■ That 
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* * 

t That ever jhc could lie ! Ok mof unkind! 
To die , and leave poor Colinet behind. ? 
And yet, s- — Why blfime l her ? 

« 

With no lefs Simplicity docs he fuppofe that 
ShepherdelTes tear their Hair and beat theiff 
Breads, at their own Death : 

u Ye brighter maids , faint emblems cf mj fair. 
With looks caji down, and with dlfbevd'd 
hair , 

In bitter anguifh beat your breafts, and moan 
Her death un timely, as it were your own. 

4. The Inanity, or Nothingness. 

Of this the feme Author fui ndhes us with 
moll beautiful Inllance?: where you eahly per- 
ceive the Nothingnefs of every fecond Verie- 

* 

x Ah filly I, more filly than my Jhefp, 

( IVhic k on the fienvry plain I once did keep, } 
y To the grave. Senate jhe'conld connfel gi-oe, 
( Which with afonifment they did receive.} 
2 He whom load Cannon could not terrify , 
Falls y (from the grandeur of his Majejly.} 

a Happy, merry as a king, 

. Sipping dew ---you fip, ancf fing. 


t Ibid, u Ibid, x Ibid. y Phil, on Q. 
Mary, z Ibid, a T. Cook,, on a Graftiopper* 

, • Vts 
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b The Noife returning with returning Light, 
What did it ? 

Differs' d the Silence, and diffell'd the 
Night. 

c .The glories of frond London to furvey 
The Sun bimfelf (hall rife— by break of day* 

The Expletive 

admirably exemplified in the Epithets of many 
Authors. 

Th' umbrageous Shadow, and the verdant 
green, 

The running current, and odorous fragrance , 

Chear my lone folitiide with joyous gladnefs . 

» 

Or in pretty drawling words like thefe, 

d All men bis tomb, all men bis fons adore , 
And his fons fons, till there jhall be no more • 
The rifxngfun our grief' did fee. 

The fetting fun did fee the fame , 

While wretched we retnembred thee , 
e O Sion, Sion, lovely name . 

The Macrology and Pleonasm 


are as generally coupled, as a lean Rabbi** 
with a fat one ; nor is it a wonder, the Super - 


b Anon. c Autor Vet. 
Poems, e Ibid. 

0 3 

* 

d T. Cook, 
fluity 

>■ 

* 

4 

4 v 

’ • 

♦ 
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jfluity of Words and Vacuity of Senfe, being 
juft the fame thing. I am pleafed to fee one 
©jr our greateft Adverfaries employ this figure. 

* C •'IT 

• IK 

f ‘The growth of me adorns, and the pride of 
fields, . ' ' 

*Jhe food of armies and fuff ort of wars, 
Rtfufe of Jh.vord.Sj and gleanings of a fight* 
Lejfen his number s, a fid contrail his hofi. 
Where'er his friends retire, or foe f faceted. 
.. Cover'd with tempefis , and iu oceans 
drown'd. 

Of all which the Perfe&ion is 

The Tautology.. . > ; • 

g Break thro' the Billows, and--- dWddertte 
main. . ' ^ „ . 

In fmoother numbers , and--- in fofter verfc . 
h Divide- - -and part- - - the [&;er s AlVorld- - - 

in two. ’ mi ' " 

With tenthoufand others, equally ranfi cal, 

and plentifully flowing through raoft ot ©hr 
celebrated modern Poems. 

* - 

’ - h V 

- - ‘ ^ '* 1 ■ ■- ■ 

* V - J'* ' 

m 9 . } . * t i \ * * • y * i ^ _ 

£ Camp. g Tonf. Mtfc. umo. vol. 

4. p. 291. 4th Edit, h Ibid. vol. 6. p* 12 s * 

- * • • * - ** " 0 ; 

' ‘ ’ 
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CHAP. XII. 

♦ 

i ; * \ 

Of Expreflion, and the federal Sprts of Style 
of the prefent Age . 

T HE Exfrejffion Is adeijuate, when it is 
proportionably low to the Profundity 
of the Thought. It rauft not be al-. 

. wavs Grammatical , left it. appear pedantic and 
ongentlemanly $ nor-teo clear , for fear it be- 
come vulgar ; for Obfcu^ity bellows a caft of 
the wonderful, and throvVsan oracular Digni- 
ty upon a Piece which hath no Meaning. . . 

For Example, . fometimes uie the wrong 
Number 9 The S-ucord and Pefiilence at once 
devours, indead of devour, i Sometimes the 
wrong Cafe f And nvho more fit to fooib the 
God than thee P inftead of thou , And rather’ 
than fay, ' Thetis faw Achilles <iveep, fhe pear A 
him wefcp. * 

We muftbe exceeding careful in two things f 
fir ft, in the Choice of lo<iv Words: fecondly, in the 
fober and orderly way of ranging them. Many 
of our Poets are naturally blefled with this Ta-^ 
lent, inlomuch that they are in the Circum- 
ftance of that honeft Citizen, who had made 
Profe all his Life without knowing it.- Let 


. . - • >» * t 

j Ti. Horn. IE*. 

Verfetf 

ft 


Digitized by Google 



i 5 4 MJRTINUS SCRIBLERUS 

Verfes run in this manner, juft to be a Vehicle 
to the Words, (I take them from my laft- 
cited Author, who though otherwife by no 
means of our Rank, feemed once in his Life 
to have a Mind to be fimple.) 

k If not , a prize I will my f elf decree , 

From him , or him, or elfe perhaps from thee . 

1 full of days was he ; 

Two ages pajl, he liv'd the third to fee . 

m The king of forty kings , and honour'd more 
By mighty Jove than e'er was king before. 

n That I may know , if thou my pray'r deny % 
The mofi defpis'd of all the Gods am I. 

o Then let my mother once be rul'd by me y 
„ Tbo' much more wife than 1 pretend to be* 

Or thefe, of the fame hand, 

p I *!eave the Arts of Poetry and Verfe 
To them that praMife them with more fuc * 
cefs , 

Of greater Truths I nonu prepare to telly 
And fo at once , dear friend and mufe, fare- 
well. 


k Ti. Horn. II. j. p, u. 1 Idem, p, 17* * 
?n Id. p. 19. n p. 34. o p. 38. p Totaf, 
Mifc. xzrao. vol. 4. p. *9*. fourth Edit. 

Some- 

♦ 

i . 
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Sometimes a (ingle Word wil! vulgarizt a 
poetical Idea ; as where a Ship fet ofi Fire owes 
all the Spirit ofthejlatbos to one choice Word 
that ends the Line. 

t 

r And bis fcorctid ribs the hot Contagion fry’d* 

“Abidin that Defcription of a World InRtiins, 

f Should the whole frame of nature round him 
break , 

* Hesinconcern'd would hear the mighty Crack < 
So alfo in thefe, 

t Beafis tame and favage to the river's brink 
Come from the fields and wild abodes-:-- to 
drink. 

Frequently two or three Words will do it 
efie&ually* * „ . 

ti He from the clouds does the fweet liquor 
fqueeze, 

That chears .the Foreft and the Garden 
trees . 

. • 4 . * . w 

/ It is alfo ufeful to employ Technical Terms f 
which eftrange your Style from the great and 
general Ideas of Nature : and the higher your 
Subject is, the lower fhould you fearch into 

Mechanicks for your Expreflion. If you de- 

• ■ ' ■ 

r Pr. Arthur, p. 151. fTonf. Mifc. 
vol. 6. p. 1x9. t Job* 063. u Id. Job, 264.; 

feribe 
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fcribe the Garment of an Angel, fay that his 
x Linnen was finely fpun, and bleached on the 
happy Plains, y Call an Army of Angels, 
Angelic Cuiraflieurs $ and if you have occalion 
to mention a Number of Misfortunes, ftyle 
them 

z Trejb Troops of Pains , and regimented 
Woes . 

♦ 

Style is divided by the Rhetoricians in- 
to the Proper and the Figured. Of the Figured 
we have already treated, and the Proper is 
what our Authors have nothing to do with. 
Of Styles we lhall mention only the Principal, 
which owe to the Moderns either their cnief 
Improvement, or entire Invention. , 

1. The Florid Style, 

than which none is more proper to the Bathos., 
as Flowers which are the lowefl of Vegetables 
are moft gaudy , and do many times grow in 
great plenty at the Bottom of Ponds and Ditches . 

A fine Writer of this kind prefents you with 
the following Pofie : 

a The grimes appear all drefi with wreaths 
of flowers. 

And from their leaves drop aromatic J bowers , 


1 

x Prince Arthur, p. 19. y Ibid. p. 339. 
7- Job, p. 86. a Behn's Poems, p. z. 

Whofe 
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Whofe fragrant beads in myfiic twines above 

Exchang'd their fweets , and mix'd with 
thoufand kijfes ; 

As if the willing branches firove 

To beautify and jhade the grove : 

which indeed raoft branches do. But this is 
Hill excelled by our Laureate, 

b Branches in branches twin'd compofe the 
.grove. 

And foot, and fpread , and blojfom into 
love. 

The trembling palms their mutual vows re* 

« peat , 

And bending poplars bending poplars meet . 

The diftant plantanes feem to prefs more 
nigh. 

And to tbefighing alders alders figh, 

* 

Hear alfo our Homer. 

.. c His Robe of State is form'd of light refin'd , 

An endlefs Train oflufire fpreads behind. 

His throne's of bright compared Glory 
made, 

With Pearls celefiial, and with Gems in- 
laid : 

Whence Floods of joy , and Seas of Splendor 
flow, 

On all th ' Angelick gazing throng below . 


b Guardian, xamo. 1*7* c Blacton.Pf. ro 4 . 
■ » a. The 


Digitized by Coogle 



158 MART INUS SCRIBLERUS 

a. The Pert Style: 

This does in as peculiar a manner become 
the low in Wit, as a pert Air does the low- 
in Stature. Mr. Tko?nas Brown, the author 
of the London Spy , and all the Spies and Trips 
in general, are herein to be diligently ftudied j 
In Verfe, Mr. Cibber's Prologues.' 

But the Beauty and Energy of it is never fb 
confpicuous, as when it is employed in Mo- 
dernizing and. Adapting to the Tajle of the Times 
the Wofks of the Antients. This we rightly 
phrafe Doing them into Englifh, and Making 
them Englifh ; two Expreffions of great Pro- 
priety, the one denoting our NeglcSl of the 
Manner how, the other the Force and Consul- 
Jxon , with which it is brought about. It is by 
• Virtue of this Style, that 1 acitus talks like a 
Coffee -Houfe Politician, Jofephus like the 
Britifh Gazetteer, Tully is as fhortand fmart 
as Seneca or Mr. Afgill, Marcus Aurelius is 
excellent at fnip-fnap, and honeft Thomas a 
Kempis as prim and polite as any Preacher at 
Court. 

3 . The Alamode Style: 

which is fine by being new, and has this 
Happinefs attending it, that it is as durable 
and extenfive as the Poem itfelf. T ake fome 
Examples of it, in the Defcription of the Sun 
in a Mourning Coach upon the Death of 
Queen Mary. 

d Set 
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d See Phoebus no<w, as once for Phaeton, 

Has task'd bis face, and pat deep Mourning 
bn 5 

(Dark clouds his fable Chariot do furround. 

And the A uli Steeds ftalk o’er the Melancho- 
ly round. 

• ^ 

Of Prince Arthur’s Soldiers drinking. 

. e While rich Burgundian *1 vine, and bright 
Champaign, 

Chafe from their minds the terrors of the 
main . 

* 

(whence we alfb learn, that Burgundy and 

Champaign make a Man on Shore defpife a 

Storm at Sea.) 

'Of the Almighty encamping his Regiments. 

f He funk a <vaf capacious deep , 

Where he his liquid Regiments does keep, 

Thither the waves file off and make their 
way, 

3 Co form the mighty body of the fea ; 

Where they encamp, and in their ftation 
(land, -> 

'Entrench’d in Works of Rock, and , Lines 
of Sand, 


d Amb. Philips. e Pr. Arthur, p. 16. 

•£ Biackm. Pf. 104. p. 261. 

* ♦» 


t 


P 
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• < , J 

Of two Armies on the Point of engaging. 

g Yon' Armies are the Cards which both mttfl 
play; f 

iff leaf come off a Saver, if you may : 

Throw boldly at the Sum the Gods have 
fet } 

*Thefe on your fide will all their fortunes bet. 

All perfectly agreeable to the prefent Cuftoms 
and beft Falhions of our Metropolis. 

But the principal Branch of the Alamode 
is the Prurient, a Style greatly advanced 
and honoured of late by the Practice of Per** ’ 
ions of the firfi Quality j and, by the'Encou- 
ragement of the Ladies , not unfuccefsfully. 
introduced even into the Drawing-room. In- 
deed its incredible Progrefs and Conquefts 
may be compared to thole of the great Sefo - • 

firis , and are every where known by the fame 
Marks , the Images of the Genital Parts of 
Men or Women. It confifts wholly of Me- 
taphors drawn from, two moft fruitful Sources 
or Springs, the very Bathos of the human. 
Body, that is to fay **** and ******* Hiatus 
Magnus lachrymabilis. *********** And 
felling of Bargains , and double Entendre , and 
and ’o all derived 
from the faid Sources. 


g Lee, Sophon, 

4.. The 

** 
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4. The Finical Style, 

i , . . Ar ■ 

which con lifts of the moft curious, .afFefted, 
mincing Metaphors, and partakes of the a - 
lamode : as the following. 

Of a Brook dry’d by the Sun : 

h Won ^ the Summer's importuning ray, 

Th' eloping Jlream did Jrom her channel # 
Jlray, f 

And with enticing fun-beams ftole away. ) 

Of an eafy Death s 

i When •watchful Death Jhall on his barvejl 
look, • . .- 

And fee thee ripe with age invite the hook ; 
He'll gently cut thy bending Stalk, and 
thee 

Lay kindly in the Grave, his Granary. 

Of TreeA in a Storm ; 

k Oaks whofe extended arms the winds defy , 
The tempeji fees their frength , and fighs, 
and pafies by. 

■ ■■■ ■ ■■■ — 11 I ■ ■ ■ ■ H I ■ 

h Blackm. Joby p. 26. i Ibid. p. 23, 
k I}enn. , * ... 

P* Of 
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I "#• *« >' / • 

Of Water fimmcring over the Fire. 

1 The fparkling flames raife water to a Smile, 

Yet the pleas'd liquor pines -and lc$em all the 
while . 

5. Lastly, I fhall place the Cumbrous,- 
which moves heavily under a Load of Meta- 
phors, and draws after it a long Train of 
Words: And the Buskin, or Stately, fre- 
quently and with great Felicity mixed with 
the former: For as the firft is the proper En- 
gine to deprefs what is high, fo is the fecond 
to raife what. is bafe and low to a ridiculous 
Vifibility. When both thefe can be done at' 
once, then is the Bathos in Perfection 5 as 
when a Man is fet with his Head downward' 
and his Breech upright, his- Degradation is 
compleat : one End bf him is higher than 
ever, only that End is the wrong one. Wifi' ^ 
not every true lover of the Profund be de- 
lighted to behold the molt vulgar and low 
A&ions of life exalted in the following man- 
ner ? 

Who knocks at the Door ? 


That he rriay enter ? 

* # 


1 Anon. Tonf. Mifc. Part 6. p. *24. 

n *» * • ' See 

■ • : ' / . 
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« 

See who is there ? 

m Advance the fringed curtains of thy Eyes , 

And tell me who comes yonder. 

* ■ 

Shut the Door. 

The wooden guardian of our privacy 
Quicks on its axle turn. 

Bring my Cloaths : 

♦ 

Bring me what Nature , Taylor to the Bear, 
To Man himfelf deny'd': She gave me Cold , 

But would not give me Cloaths. 

Light the Fire s 

Bring forth fome remnant of Promethean theft 9 
Quick to expand th ' inclement 'air t congeal'd 
By Boreas V rude breath. 

9 

SnufF the Candle : 

! 

Ton' Luminary Amputation needs , 

Thus jhallyou fave its balf-extinguijh'd Life. 

Open the Letter: 
n Wax ! render up thy truft. - 


m Temp. n Theob. Double Fallhood. 

* N ' ^ * * 

P 5 Uncork. 

• 9 % 
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•* 1 * » « . * . 

Uncork the Bottle, hnd chip the Bread : 

■Apply thine Engine to the fpungy Door : 

Set Bacchus from his glaffy Prijbn free. 

And jirip white Ceres of her nut-brown coot. 


* CHAP. XIII. > 

A Project for the Advancement of the 
•*. ; Batlgs. 

V . * . * - y 

T H'U S have I (my dear Countrymen) 

with incredible Pains and Diligence, 
dilcovered the hidden (ources of the 
Bathos , or, as I^may fay, broke open the A- 
byfles of this Great Deep. And having now 
eftablifhed good and wholfome Laws, what 
remains, but that all true .Moderns with their 
utinoft. Might proceed to put the fame in 
Execution ? In order whereto, I think I (hall, 
in the fecond' place, highly deferve of my 
Country by propofing fuch a Scheme, as may 
facilitate this great ond. * *. ■ 

As our Number is confefiedly far fuperior 
to that of the Enemy, there feems ndfhiihg 
wanting but Unanimity among ourfelves. .It . 
is therefore humbly offered, that all afcd eve- 
ry Individual of the Bathos do enter into a 
firm Aflociation, and incorporate into One 

• reguiar- 
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regular Body* whereof every Member, even" 
the meaneft, will fome way contribute to the 
Support of the Whole; in like manner, as 
tiie weakeft Reeds, when joined in one Bun- 
dle, become infrangible. To which end, our 
Art ought to be put upon the fame foot with', 
other Arts of this Age. The vaft Improve- < 
ment of modern Manufa&ures arifeth from* 
their being divided into feveral Branches T and; 
parceled out to feveral Trades : For inflame* 
in Clock»making one Artift makes the Ba- 
lance, another the Spring, another the Crown- 
wheels, a fourth the Cale^ and the principal 
Workman puts all together : To this Oeco- 
nomy we owe the Perfe&ion of our mQd<;rji 
Watches, and doubtl?fs we alfo might that . 
of our modern Poetry and Rhetoric,; were the\ 
feveral Parts branched out in the like maa'^i 
ner, ,V. 

Nothing is more evident than that divers 
Perfons, no other way remarkable, have each; 

. a flrong Difpofition to the Formation of fome i 
particular Trope or Figure. Ai iftotle faith*, 
that “ the Hyperbole is an ornament fit for 
€t young Men of Quality ; ” accordingly \fc*e' 
find in thofe Gentlemen a wonderful Propen- * 
fity toward it, which is marvelloufly improved', 
by Travelling. Soldiers alfo and Seamen are 
very happy in the fame Figure. The Peri- 
fhrafis or Circumlocution is the peculiar Ta- 
lent of Country Farmers ; the Proverb and' 
Apologue of old Men at their Clubs ; the F/- 
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lipfis or Speech by half-words, of Miniftert 
and Politicians ; the Afofiopefis of Courtiers ; 
the Litotes or Diminution, of Ladies, Whim- 
perers and Backbiters ; and the Anadiplojis of 
common Cryers and Hawkers, who by re- 
doubling the fame Words, perfuade People to 
buy their Oyfters, green Haftings, or new 
Ballads. Epithets may be found in great Plen-, 
ty at Billingfgate j Sarcafin and Irony learn- 
ed upon the Water ; and the Epiphonema or 
Exclamation frequently from the Bear-garden, 
and as frequently from the Hear him of the 
Houfe of Commons. 

Now each Man, applying his whole Time 
and Genius upon his particular Figure , would 
doubtlefs attain to Perfeftion $ and when 
each became incorporated and fworn ibto the 
Spciety, (as hath been propofed) a Poet or 
Orator would have no more to do but to fend 
to the particular Traders in each Kind, to 
the Metapborijl for his Allegories , to the Simi- 
le-maker for his Comparifons , to the Ironijl 
for his Sarcafms , to the Apothegmatijl for bis 
Sentences , &c. whereby a Dedication or Speech 
would be compofed in a Moment, the fupe- 
rior Artift having nothing to- do but to put 
together all the Materials. ? ^ 

I therefore propofe, that there be contrived 
with all convenient Difpatch, at the publick 
Expence, a Rhetorical CheJl of Drawers, con- 
fiding of three Stories, the higheft for the De- 
liberative > the middle for the Demonftraiive,- 

and 
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and the lbweft for the Judicial. Thefe fhall 
Be divided into Loci or Places , being Repoii- 
tories for Matter and Argument in the ieve- 
ral Kinds of Oration or Writing ; and every 
Drawer fhall again be fub-divided into Cells, 
refembling thofe of Cabinets for Rarities,. 
The Apartment for Peace or War, and that- 
of the Liberty of the Prefs y may in a very few 
days be filled with feveral Arguments perfect- 
ly new j and the Vituperative Partition will- 
‘ as eafily be replenifhed* with' a molt ehoico 
Collection, entirely of the Growth and Ma- 
nufacture of the prefent Age. Every Com- 
pofer will foon be taught the ufe of this Ca- 
binet, and how to manage all the Remitters, 
of it, which will be drawn owt much in the 
manner of thofe in an Organ. 

The Keys of it mull be kept in honeft- 
hands, by fome Reverend Prelate, or Valiant 
Officer of unqueftioned Loyalty and AffeCtion 
to* every prefent Eftablifhment in Churth and 
State ; which will fufficiently guard againft' 
any Mifchief, that might other wife- be appre- 
hended from it. 

And being lodged in fuch Hands, it may 
Be at Difcretion let out by the Day to feveral 
great Orators in both Houfes ; from whence 
it is to be Imped much Proft and Gaisi will* 
alfo accrue to -our Society,. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. . .. 

How to make Dedications, Panegyricks or 
Satires, and of the Colours of Honoura- 
ble and Dijhonourable. 

* * * 

N O W of what Neceflity the foregoing 
Projefl may prove, will appear from 
this {ingle Confideration, that nothing 
Is of equal Confequence to the Succefs of our 
Works, as Speed and Difpatch. Great Pity 
it is, that folid Brains are not like other folid 
Bodies, conftantly endowed with a Velocity, 
in (inking, proportioned to their Heavinefs \ 
For it is with the Flowers of the Bathos as 
with thofe of Nature, which if the careful 
Gardener brings not haftily to Market in the 
Morning, muft unprofitably perifti and wither 
before Night. And of all our Productions 
none is fo {hort-lived as the Dedication and 
Panegyric , which are often but the Praife of a 
Day , and become by the next utterly u(ele{s> 
improper, indecent and falle. This is the 
more to be lamented, inafmuch as thefe two 
are the Sorts, whereon in a manner depends 
that Profit (which muft ftill be remembered to 
be the main End) of our Writers and Speakers . 

We {hall therefore employ this. Chapter in 
{hewing the quickefi Method of compofmg 
them ; after which we will teach a Jbort way 
to Epic Poetry . And thefe being confefledly 

the 
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the Works of moft Importance and Difficul- • 
ty, it is prefumed we may leave the reft to 
each Author’s own Learning or Pra&ice. 

Firft of Panegyric. Every Man is honour * 
alley who is fo by Law, Cuftom, or Title. 
The Publick are better Judges of what is ho- 
nourable, than private Men. The Virtues 
of great Men, like thofe of Plants, are inhe- 
rent in them, whether they are exerted or not; 
and the more ftrongly inherent, the lefs they 
are exerted j as a Man is the more rich, the 
lefs he fpends. All great Minifters, without 
either private or oeconomical Virtue, are •vir- 
tuous by their Pojls, liberal and generous up- 
on the Publick Money , provident upon Publick 
Supplies , juft by paying Publick Intei'ejl, cou- 
rageous and magnanimous by the Fleets and 
Armies , magnificent upon the Publick Ex- 
pence, and prudent by Publick Succefs : They 
have, by their Office, a Right to a Share of 
the Publick Stock of Virtues j befides they are 
by Prefcription immemorial invefted in all 
the celebrated Virtues of their Predecejfors in 
the fame Stations, efpecially thofe of their 
own Anceftors. 

As to what are commonly called the Co- • 
lours of Honourable and Dijhonourable , they 
are various in different Countries : In this 
they are Blue, Green , and Red. 

But forafmuch ^ the Duty we owe to the 
Publick doth often require, that we jfhould 
put fome Things in a ftrong Light, and throw 

■ a Shade 
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-a Shade over others, I fhall explain the Me- 
thod of turning a vicious Man into a Hero. 

The firft and.chief Rule is^the Golden Rule 
of ‘ Transformation, Which confifts in convert- 
ing Vices into their bordering Virtues. A 
Man, who is a Spend-thrift, and will ncft 
pay a juft Debt, may have "his Injuftice tranf- 
forthed into Liberality j -Cowardice may be 
metamorphofed into Prudence ; Intemperance 
into .good Nature and good Fellowfliip j Cor- 
ruption into Patriotifm } and Lewdnefs into 
Tendernefs and Facility. 

The fecond is the Rule of Contraries : It is 
.■certain the lefs a Man is endued with any 
Virtue, the more need he has to'have it plen- 
tifully beftowed, efpecially thofe good Qua- 
lities, of which the World generally ‘believes 
;he hath none at all : For who will thank a 
Man for giving him that, which he has ? 

The Reverfe of thefe Precepts will ferve for 
Satire, wherein we are ever to- remark, that 
Wh’ofo loleth his Place, or becomes out of 
Favour with the Government, hath forfeited 
his Share in fuhlick PraiJ'e and Honour, There- 
fore the tridy-.piiblick-fpirited Writer -ought 
in Duty to ft rip him, whom the Government 
hath ftripped : which is the .real poetical Juf- 
tice of this Age. For a full Colle&ion of 
Topicks and Epithets to be ufed in the Praife 
and Difpraife of MinifteAil and Unminifte- 
xial Perions, I refer to our Rhetorical Gain- 
net j concluding with an .ehrneft Exhortation 
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to oil my Brethren, to obferve the Precepts 
here laid down, the Negleft of which hath 
coft lome of them their Ears in a Pillory. 


i CHAP. XV. 

A Receipt to wake an Epic Poem. 

* * "XT r • '/y .r 

A N Epic Poem, the Critics agree, is tha 
greateft Work human Nature is capa- 
ble of. They have already laid down 
many mechanical Rules for Compoiiticns of 
this fort, but at the fame time they cut Off 
almoft all Undertakers from the Poflibility 
of ever performing them j for the hr ft Qua- 
lification they unanimoufly require In a Poet, 
is a Genius. I fhall here endeavour (for the 
benefit of my Countrymen) to make it ma- 
nifeft, that Epic Poems may be made without 
a Genius , nay without Learning or much 
Reading. This mull neceflarily be of great 
Ufe to all thofe, who cor.fefs they never read, 
and of whom the World is convinced they 
never learn . Molicre oblerves of making a 
Dinner, that any Man can do it with Money, 
and if a profeffed Cook cannot do it without , 
he has his Art for nothing : The fame may 
be faid of making a Poem, ’tis caiily brought 
about by him that has a Genius, but the Skill 
lies . in doing it without one. In purluance oi 

this 
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this end, I Ihall prefent the Reader with a plain 
and certain Recipe, by which any Author in 
the Bathos may be qualified for this grand 
Performance. 


Takeout of any old Poem, Hiftory*book, 
Romance, or Legend, (for inftance, Geoff ery 
of Monmouth or Don Belianis of Greece ) thole 

J >a.rts of ftory, wh\ch afford moft Scope for 
ong Defcriptions : Put thefe pieces together, 
and thro.vv all the Adventures you fancy into. 
one Tale. Then take a Hero, whom you 
may chufe by the Sound of his Name, and 
put him into the midft of thefe Adventures : 
There let him work for twelve Books j at the 
end of which you may take him out, ready 
prepared to conquer or to ?narry : it being ne-. 
eeffary, that the Conclufion of an Epic Poem 
be fortunate . 


Take any remaining Adventure of you r 
former Colle&ion, in which you could no way 
involve your Hero : or apy unfortunate Acci- 
dent, that was too good to be thrown away ; 
and it will be of Ufe, applied tp any other 
perfoti , who may be loft and evaporate in the 
Courfe of the Work, without the leaft Da- 
mage to the Compofition. 


For the Fable 


To make an Episode 

.1 » M ' * * 


Fcr 
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For the Moral and A*l lecory. 

Thefe you may extract out of the Fable 
afterwards, at your Leifure ; Be fure you 
Jtrain them fufficiently. 

For the M a n N E R s. 

For thofe of the Hero, take all the belt 
Qualities you can find in the mod celebrated 
Heroes of Antiquity \ if they will not be re- 
duced to a Confjhncy, lay them all on a heap 
upon him. But be fure they are qualities, 
which your Patron would be thought to have 5 
and to prevent any Mi hake, which the World 
may be fubjefl to, felefl from the Alphabet 
thofe Capital Letters that compofe his name, 
and fet them at the Head of a Dedication be- 
fore your Poem. However, do not abfolute- 
ly obfervc the exa£l Quantity of thefe Virtues, 
it not being determined, whether or no it be 
necelfary tor the Hero of a Poem to be an 
honejl Man . For the Under- Characters ^ ga- 
ther them from Homer and Virgil, and change 
the Names as occafion ferves. 

> . •. • 

For the M a c h I n E s. * ' " 

T ake of Deities , male and female, as ma- 
ny as you can ufe : Separate them into two 
‘equal Parts, and keep Jupiter in the middle ; 
Let Juno put him in a Ferment, and Venus 
* mollify 
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need of Devils, draw them out of Milton’s 
Paradile, and cxiraft your Spirits from Taffo. 

• ^-The uie of thefe Machines is evident ; fmce 
no Epic Poem can poffibly fubfift without 
them, the wiled way is to referve them for 
your greateft Neceflities : When you cannot 
extricate your Hero by any human means, 
or yourfclf by your own Wit, feek Relief 
from Heaven, and the Gods will do yourBtt- 
fmefs very readily. This is according to the 
dire& Frefcription of Horace in his Art of 
Poetry, 

Nec Dcus intcrfity iii/i dignus vindice No* 
dus 

Incident . 

That is to fay, A Poet jhould never call upon 
the Gods for their AJfiJiance , but avhen be is ut 
great Perplexity. 

For the Descriptions* 

T For a Tempejt. Take Eums, Zephyr, Au- 
fter and Boreas, arid call them together in one 
verfe : add to thefe of Rain, Lightning and 
Thunder (the loudeft you can) quantum /illi- 
cit. Mix your Clouds and Billows weil to- 
gether 'till they foam, and thicken your De- 
fcription here and there with a Quick-fand. 
Brew your Temped well in your Head, be- 
fore you fet it a blowing. 


* l . . . * 

mollify him. Remember on all occafions to 
make ufe of volatile Mercury. If you have 


J 


For 


* 
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For a Battle. Pick a large quantity of 
Images and Defcriptions from Homer’s Iliads, 
with a Spice or two of Virgil, and if there 
remain any Overplus, you may lay them by 
for a Skirmijh. Seafoti it well with Similes, 
and it will make an excellent Battle. 

For a Burning Town. If fuch a Defcrip- 
tion be neceflfary, (becaufe it is certain there 
is one in*Virgil) old Troy is ready burnt to 
your hands. But if yoil fear* that would be 
thought borrowed) a Chapter or two of Bur- 
net’s Theory of the Conflagration, well circum- 
ftanced and done into Verfe, vvill be a good 
SuTccdaneum. 

As for Similes and Metaphors, they may 
be found all over the Creation j the raoft ig- 
norant may gather them, but the Difficulty is 
in applying them. For this advife with your 
Rooljeileri 

1 - ■ - ■■■ ■ ■ — 

CHAP. XVI. 

A Project for the Advancement of the Stage. 

I T may be thought, that we (hould not o- 
mit the Drama , which makes fo great and 
fo lucrative a part of Poetry. But this Pro- 
vince is fo well taken care of by the prefent 
Managers of the Theatre, that it is perfectly 
feeedlels to fuggeft to them any other Methods, 

than 
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than they have; already pra&ifed, for the 
Advancement of the Bathos. 

Here therefore, in the Name of all our 
Brethren, let me return our fmcere and hum*- 
hie Thanks to the mcft Auguft Mr. Barton 
Booth, the moft ferene Mr. Robert Wilks, 
and the moft undaunted Mr. Colly Cibber ; r 
of whom let it be known, 'token the People of 
this Age J hall be Ancejiors , and to all the Sue - 
cej/ion of cur Succejfcrs, that to this prefent Day 
they continue to Gut-do even their c<zvn Out- 
doings : And when the inevitable Hand of 
fweeping Time fhall have brulhed otf all the 
V/orks of ’To- Jay, may this Teftimony oT a 
Co-tempcrary Critic to their Fame be extended 
as far as To-morro r iv. 

Yet, if to fo wife an Adminiftration itbepof- 
fjble any Thing can be added, it is that more 
ample and comprchenftve Scheme, which Mr. 
Dennis and Mr. Gildon, (the two greateft 
Critics and Reformers then living) made pub- 
lick in the year 1720, in a Project ligned with 
their Names, and dated the ad of February. 

I cannot better conclude, than by prefenting * 
the Reader with the Subftance of it. 

1. It is propofed, That the two 'Theatres 
be incorporated into one Company ; that the 
Royal Academy of Mufick be auded to them as 
an Orchcftra ; and that Mr. Figg with his Prize- 
fighters, and Viclaute with the Rope-dancers, 
he admitted in Partnerfbip. 

a. That 
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s. That a fpacious Building be erefled at 
the Public Expence, capable of containing at 
leaft ten tboufand Spe£fators, which is become 
ablblutely neceflary by the great Addition of 
Children and Nurfes to the Audience, fince 
the new Entertainments. That there be 1 
Stage as latge as the Athenian, which was 
near ninety thoufand geometrical Paces fquare, 
and ieparate Diviiions for the two Houfes of 
Parliament, my Lords the Judges, the hon- 
ourable the Directors of the Academy, and[ 
the Court of Aldermen, who fhall all have 
their Places franld# 

3 . If Wejlminfter- Hall be not allotted to this 
Service, (which, by reafon of its Proximity 
to the two Chambers of Parliament above- 
mentioned, feems not altogether improper 
it^is left, to the Wifdom of the Nation, whe- 
ther Somerfet-Houfe may not be demoHfhed, 
and a Theatre built ypon that Scite, vvhicj^ 
lies convenient 4fo receive Spectators fromthije 
County of Surrey , who may be wafted thither 
by w ate i - ca rri a ge ,e ft e c m e d by all Projectors 
the cheapeft vvhatfoevcr. To this may be ad- 
ded, that the River 77 mmes may in the readied 
manner convey thofe eminent Pcrfonages from 
the Courts beyond the Seas, who’may be drawn^ 
either by Curiofity to behold fome of our molt 
celebrated Pieces, or by Affection to fee their 
Countrymen thc-Harlequins and Eunuctis j of 
' • whieH 
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which convenient Notice may be given for two 
or three months before in the public Prints. 

4. That the Theatre abovefaid be environed 
with a fair Quadrangle of Buildings, fitted for 
the Accommodation of decayed Critics and Po- 
ets ; out of whom Six of the moft aged (their 
Age to be computed from the year wherein 
their lirft Work was publiflied) fhall be elect- 
ed to manage the affairs pf the Society, pro- 
vided neverthelefs that the Laureat for the 
time being may be always one. The Head or 
President over all, (to prevent Difputes, but too 
frequent among the learned) fliall be the moft 
ancient Poet and Critic to be’found in the whole 
Illand. 

5. The Male Players are to be lodged in the 
Garrets of the laid Quadrangle, and to attend 
the Perlons of the Poets dwelling under th^n, 
by brufhing their Apparel, drawing on their 
Shoes, and the like. The Atlreyes are to 
make their Beds, and wafh their Linnen. 

« * 1 M 

6. A large Room fhall be fet apart for a - 
Library , to confilt: of all the modern Drama- * 
tic Poems, and all the CriticifmS extant. In 
the midft of this room fhall be a round Table 
for the Council of Six to lit and deliberate on 
.the Merits of Plays . The Majority (hall de- 
termine the Difptite ; and if it Ihould happen 
that three and three fhould be of each hde* 
the Preiident (hall have a caflmg V oicc, unleft 

• , where 
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where the Contention may run fo high as to re- 
quire a Decii'ion by Single Combat. 

7 . It may be convenient to place the Council 
of Six in lome conlpicuous Situation in the 
Theatre, where after the manner ufually prac-!- 
tifed by Compolers in Mufick, they may give 
Signs (before fettled and agreed upon) of Dif- 
like or Approbation. In Confcquence of thele 
Signs, the whole Audience {hall be required to 
clap or hifsy that the Town may learn certain- 
ly, when and how far they ought to be pleafed. 

8. It is fubmitted, whether it would not be 
proper to diftinguilh the Council of Six by fome 
particular Habit or Gown of an honourable 
Shape and Colour, to which may be added a 
lquareCap and a white Wand. 

9. That to prevent unmarried A&refles 
making away with their Infants, a competent 
Provilion be allowed for the Nurture of them, 
who (hall for that reafon be deemed the Chil- 
dren of the Society j and that they may be edu- 
cated according to the Genius of their Parents, 
the fa id A&refles {hall declare upon Oath (as 

. far as their Memory will allow) the true Names 
and Qualities of their feveral Fathers. A pri- 
vate Gentleman’s Son {hall at the publick Ex- 
pence be brought up a Page to attend the Coun- 
cil of Six : a more ample Provifipn {hall be 

made 
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inade for the Son of a Poet , and a greater ftill 
for the Son of a Critic. 


f ■ Y 

V jf 
• r 


‘•ar*. 

A 


to. If it be difcovered, that any A£bwfe & 
got with Child, during the Interludes of any 
Flay, wherein Ihe hath a Part, it ihaft be 
reckoned a Negleft of her Bufinefs, and (he 
£hall forfeit accordingly. If any A£tor for the 
future fhall commit Murder, exceptuponthe 
Stage, he fhall be left to the Laws of the Land 5 
the like is to be underftood of Robbery and 
*Theft. In all other cafes, particularly in thofe 
‘ for Debt , it is propofed that this, like the other 
Courts of Whitehall and St. Jamet% maqr he 
held a Place of Privilege . And whereas it 
has been found, that an Obligation to fatisfy 
paultry Creditors has been a Difcoiiragement 
to Men of Letters, if any Parfon of Quality 
or others fhall fend for any Poet or Critic of 
this Society to any remote Quarter of theTown, 
the faid Poet or Critic fhall freely pafs and re- 
pnfs, without being liable to an Arrejl. 

-V C. • 


r ' y ♦ » 

if . The forementiohed Schetiieiii itsfeve* 
ral Regulations may be fbpported by Profits 
■ arifing from every Third-night throughout 
'the Year. And as it would be hard to fup- 
pole, that fo many Perfons could live without 
any 1 Food, (though from the former Courfe of 
their Lives, a very little will be deemed fuffici- 
f ent) the Mafters of Calculation will, we be- 
lieVe, agree, that out of thofe Profits, the faid 

Perfons 


t- 
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Perfons might be fubfifted in a fober and 
decent mariher. We will venture to affirm ' 
farther, that not only the proper Magazines of 
Thunder and Lightning, but Painty Diet - . 
Drinks , Spitting-Pots , and all other Necejfaries. 
of Life , may in like manner fairly be provided 

for. .> * 

’ 

i a. If fome of the Articles may at firft view 
feejn liable to Obje&ipns, particularly thofe 
that give fo vaft a Power to the Council of Six 
(which is indeed larger than any entrufted to 
die great Officers of State) this may be obviat- 
ed, by fwearing thofe Six Perfons of his Ma- 
jefty’s Privy Council, and obliging them to 
pafs every Thing of Moment preuioufy at 
that mofl honourable Board. 

• / 1 • 

e \ < ^ ^ • * i * 

4T T * i 1 t 


7 "" 1 


t 







C o N, 





r 


Digitized by Google 


I iSz ] 

I 




CONTENTS. 

9 T O T H E 

Art of Sinking in Poetry. 

Chap. i. Introduction. Page 105 
Chap. 2. That the Bathos, or Profund, is 
the natural Tajie of Man, and in particular 
of the prcfent Age page 107 

Chap. 3. The Necefity of the Btithos, Phyfi- 
cally confidercd. page 1 09 

Chap. 4. That there is an Art of the Bathos 
or Profund. page 1 1 1 

Chap. 5. Qf the true Genms for theFroiimd, 
and by what it is conjlituted . page 1 1 3 

Chap. 6. Of the federal Kinds of Genius in 
the Profund, and the Marks , and Character's 
of each* page 120 

Chap. 7. Of the Profund, when it conffls in 
Thought. page 124 

Chap. 8. Oj VAeProfund, canfjling bit he Cir- 
cumltances 5 and of Amplification and Pe- 

riphrafe in general. page 127 

Chap. 9. Of Imitation, and the Manner of 
Jmitaling, page 1 32 

- "Cha£. 


j by Google 



CONTENTS. 


J«X 


Chap. 10. Of Tropes and Figures : And 
frji of the variegating , confounding , and re - 
verjing Figures. x page 136 

Chap. 11. The Figures continued : Of th* 


magnifying and diminijhing Figures, page 144. 

Vftap* 12. 

Of fcxpreihon, aW the fever al 

JW-f of iJtyle of the pref ent Age . page 1 53 

Chap. 13. A Project for the Advancement of 
the Bathos. page 164, 

Chap. 14. How to make Dedications , Pane- 
gyricks , or Satyrs ; and of the Colours of Ho - 
nour able and Dijhonour able. page 168 

Chap. 15. ^ Receipt to make an Epic Poem . 

Chap. 16. 

page 1 71 

Projefl for the Advancement of 

is [age. 

jfegg I 7 S 


* 

• ♦ 


K 


VIRGI- 


Digitized by Google 


[ .84 1 





VIRGILIUS RESTAURATUS: 

s e v 

MARTINI SCRIBLERI „ 

Summi Critici, 

e AST IG ATIONUM in JE N E I D E M 

SPECIMEN. 

* 

./Eneidem totam, Amice Le&or, innume- 
rabilibus pcene mend is Icaturientem, ad 
priftinum i'enfum revocabimus. In fingu- 
lis fere verfibus fpufice occurrunt le&iones, 
in omnibus quos unquam vidi codicibus y 
aut vulgatis aut incditis, ad opprobrium 
ufque Criticorurn, in hunc diem exiilentes. 
Interea adverte oculos, & his paucis fru- 
ere. At ii qute fint in hifce caftigationibus 
de quibus non iatis liquet, lyllabarum quan- 
titates, honra Libro ipfi prseii- 

genda, ut confulas, rnoEeo. 

jpg. 

1 
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I. Specimen LIBRI PRIMI, Vers. I. 

A RM A Virtimque cano, Trojae qul 
primus ab oris 

Italiam, fato profugus, Lcminaque venit 
Litora j multum ille & tcrris jafiatus Sc 
• alto, 

Vi fuperum 

Aims Vinitnque cano, Trojae qui primus 
ab Arts 

Italiam, flalu profugus, *Latinaque venit 
£itora : multum itte Sc terris vexatus, Sc 
alto, v 

Vi fuperum ---1— 

, * < , 

Ab arts, nempe Hercaei Jovis, vide lib. t. 
verf. 51a, 550 .---Flatu, vcntorum ^Eoli, ut 
lequitur — > Latina certe littora cum i£neas 
aderat, Lawn a non nifi poftea ab ipfo nomi- 
nata, lib. \i. verf. 195 . — Jadcttus i terris 
fion convenit.' , . 

i ' II.. Ver. 51. ’ ' * 

— - Et quifquam Nurnen Junonis adoret ? 
— Et quifqubm Nomen Junonis adoret ? 

Eonge melius, quara ut an tea, Nuwcn . Sc 
jjrocul dubio lie Virgilius. 
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III. Ver. 86 . 

— — Vend, velut agmine fa 3 o, * 

Qua data porta, ruunt 

• Vend, vehit agger efradtoi 

- Qua data porta, ruunt — 

Sic corrige, meo periculo. 

IV. V E R. 117. 

Tidumque vehebat Orontem. 

Fortemque vehebat Orontem : 

Non fidum, quia Epitheton Achat* notiffi- 
mnm, Oronti nunquam datur. 

V. V E R. 119. 

Excutitur, promifque magtfer 

Voivitur in caput ■ - 

r Excutitur, pronufque magh Ur 

Voivitur in caput 

Aio Virgilium aliter non fcripfifle, qub 4 
jplane confirmatur ex fequentibus — AJi Mam 
ter Jiudlus ibidem Torquet — 

VI. V E R. 122. 

Apparent rari nantes in gurgite vafto> 

Arma *oirutn — — * 

Armi hominum : Ridicule antea Arma *ui- 
rum, qu® ex ferro conflata, quo- mode pof- 
font nature? 

VII; VeR; 
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VII. Ver, 151. v 

Atquerotis fummas leviter perlabitur undas . 
Atque rotis fpumas leviter perlabitur udas. 
pujnmas, & leviter perlabi , pleonafmus eft : 
Mirifice altera leftio Neptur.i agilitatem & 
<celeritatem exprimitj funili modo Roller de 
Camilla, JEn. 11. 

Ilia vel intaSla fegetis per Jujnma volar cl , See. 
hyperbolice. ^ 

VIII. Ver. 154. 

Jaroque faces Sc fax a volant, furor arista 
minijlrat. 

Jam faces Sc fax a volant, ft f unique Misiu- 
firi : 

Uti folent, inftanti periculo Faces facibus 

Jonge praeftant, quid enim nifi faeces ja£la- 
rent vulgus fordiduni ? 

IX. Ver. 170. 

• Front* fub adverfa fcopuhs pendentibus an- 
trum, 

Intus aquae dulces, vivoque fedilia faxo, 

Fronte fub adverfa populis pranJentibtfs an- 
trum. 

■ « 

Sic malim, longc potins quam fcopulis pen- 
dentibus : Nugae ! Nonne yides verfu fequsnti 
dulces aquas ad potapdum • Sc fedilia ad difeum- 

R 3 bpndum 
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. tendum dari ? In quorum ufum ? quippe 
prandentinm. 

X. Ver, j88. 

— Tres littore cer-vos 
Profpicit errantes : hos tota armenta fe- 
quuntur 

A tcrgd — 

— Tres litore corvos 

- • . 

Ai'picit errantes : hes agmina tota fe- 
’ # quuntur 

A tergo — C.ernjiy lcftio vulgata, abfur- 
ditas notillima : ha?C animalia in Africa non 
inventa, quis nefeit ? At ?notus Sc ambuldndi 
ritus Corvorum, quis non agnovit hoc loco t 
Littore , locus ubi errant Corvi> uti N oiler 
alibi, 

Et fola fecutn ficca fpatiatur arena, pj. . 

Omen pneclariflimum, imuio & agtninibm ' 
Militum frequenter oblervatum, ut patet ex ■ 
Hilloricis. 

XI. V t R. 748. 

Ar&urum, pluviafque Hyades, gcminbfqat 
Triones. 

Error graviflimus. Corrige, --- fepteinque 
Triones * 

XII. Ver. 631. 

Qnare agite, O juvenes, tefiis fuccedite 
noftris. 
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Lefti! potius dicebat Dido, polita magis ora- 
tioiie, & quae urtica voSe &Toriim & Men- 
fam exprimebat : Hanc leStionem probe 
confirmat appellatio O Ju-venes ! DuplU 
cem hunc fenfum alibi etiam 
Maro lepide innuit, Mn. 4. v. 19. 

Huic uni forfan potui fuccumbere culpa : 
Anna! fatebor enirn — Sic corriges, 

Huic uni [ Viro fcil.] potui fuccumbere j 
culpas , . 

Anna ? fatebor enim, &c . * 

Vox fuccumbere quant eleganter arribigua ! 

1 • 

LIBER SECUNDUS. Ver. I. 

C O N'T I CUE RE omnes, intent ique ora 
tenebant, 

Inde toro Pater iErieas fie bffus Sb alto : 

# ^ ‘ V 

* Concubuere omnes, intent cque ora tenebant ; 
Inde toro fatur ./Eneas fic orfus ab alto. % 

Concubuere , quia toro ./Eneam vidimus at- 
oumbentem : quin et altera ratio, foil, conti- 
cuere 8 c ora tenebant , tautologice' diftum. In 
Manufcripto perqtfam rariflimo in PatrisMu* 
fasoj legitur, ore gemebant ; fed magis inge- 
hiofe quam vere. SaiurJE neas, quippe qui 
jamjam a prandio iunexit : Taler nihil ad 
rem. 

f ' ■ / ♦ f 

. . II. Ver. 
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II. Ver. 3. 

Jnfandum Regina jubes renovare dolorem. 

Infantum Regina jubes renovare dolorem* 

Sic haud dubito vcterrimls codicibus fcrip- 
turp fuifle : quod fatls conftat ex per-antiqua 
ilia Britannorum Catilena vocata Chevy Chace^ 
cujus autor hunc locum fibi afclvit in haec 
verba, . .. 

► » 1 

^be Child may rue that is unborn . * 

* III. Ver. 4. 

Trojanas ut opes, Sc lamentabile regnum 

Eruerint Danai. 

Trojanas ut Oves & lamentabile regnum 
t> iruerint --- Mallem oves potlus quam ope^ 
quoniam in antiquifiimis illis temporibus oves 
&armenta divitise r;gum fuere. Vcl fortafle 
Oves Paridis innuit, quas fuper Idam nuper- 
rime pafcebat, Sc jam in vindi&am pro Hele- 
pfc raptu, a Menelao, Ajace, [Vid. Hor. 
Sat. II. 3.] aliilque ducibus, meriio occifaa. 

IV. Ver. 5 . 

• * J , 

— Qjixque ipfe mferrima vidi , 

Et quorum par| magna fui. 

--- Quseque ipfe miferrimus andi , 

■ Et quorum pars magna fui — * 

Omnia* 
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Omnia, tam audita quam <vifa, retfa dif- 
tinctione enarrare hie Aeneas profiteer : 
Multa, quorum nox ea fetalis Tola confcia 
tuxt, Vir probus & pms tanquam vita referre 

non potuit. 

) V. Ve R. 7, 

- — Quis talia fando n. ^ 

Temperet a lacrymis ? 

Quis talia flendo 

• 7 ™^" » lachrymis ? — Major enini 
doloris jndicatio, abfque modo lachrymare, 
suam folummodo a lacHrymis non temperate! 

VI. V E R. 9. 

' ? t l am nox hutnidd coelo 
Praecipitat, fuadentque cadentia fvderl 
lomnos. J . 

Et jam nox lumina coelo 

- Precipitate fuadentque latentia (ydera 

• iomnos. J 

% * 4 

1 ' • 

. ^i<>, humida, vefpertinym rorem ifdium 
mniiere videtui* : magis mi an idet Lumina. 
quae latentia poftquam pracipitantur, Auro- 
rae adventum annunciant. 

an,or c afus cognolcere noflros. 
Et bri'vtter Trojae J'upremum audire la- 

vorrn . 
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, ' » * TT ' 

Sed H tantus amor cur as cognofcore *oe- 

* ' • .,i . s . * 

Et iwi ter Trojae, fuperutnque audire 
labor es, ' . , r y : 

t • •’ * « 

Cura Nofiis (fcilicet no&is excidtt Tfojam) 
rnagis compendiofe (vel ut dixit ipfe breviter) 
totara belli cataftrophen denotat, quanrdif- 

t da ilia & indeterminata le&io, cafus mfiros • 
er audire gratum fuilfe Didofii, patet ex 
libro quarto, ubi dicitur, lliacofque iterum 
demens audire labor es Expofcit : Ter enim pro 
fape ufurpatur. Troja, fuperumque labor es | 
recle, quia non tantum homines fed & Du fgfo 
his laboribus immifcuerunt. Vide JEn. a, 
ver. 610, &c. . * ; . 

* o 

Quanquam animus memintfle horrft luflu - 


n a ***■ « £» 




que refogit, t 
Incipiam. 

Quanquam animus meminifle horret, luc~ 
tufque refurgit . Re/urgit multo proprius do- 
lorem renafcenttm notat, a quam ut ha&enus, 
refugit. - . 

VII. Ver. it. 

VraQi bcllo, fatifque repuUx, 

Pu&orcs Danaum, tot jam labentibui 
annjs, , 

Inftar montis Bauum , divma Palladia 
arte, • K 

iEdiiitant &c, 

*Tra 3 i 
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»y f ' . 1 • _ * i / • . ■ 

Traill bello, fatifque repulii, 

TralH & Reptdfiy Antithefis perpulchra ! 
Tralli frigide & vulgariter. 

Equum jam Trojanum (ut vulgus Ioquittfr) 
adcamus } quem fi Equam Gracam vocabis 
le&or, minime pccce^s : Solse enim femellae 
utero geftant. Uterumque armata milite com • 

fieri t Uteroque recujfo Infonuere cavut 

Jtque utcvofonitum quater arma dcdere 
clufos utero Danaos y Sec. Vox facta non con- 
venit maribus,---^?;/^'/ fatalh machlna ma- 
ns t Foeta artnis — Palladem Virginem, E- 
quo mari fabricando invigilarc decuifllv quis 
putat ? Incredibile prorfus h Quamobrem exi- 
itimoveram Equa le£Uonem paflim reftituen- 
dam, nib ubi forte, metri Cauda, Equum potins 
quam Equam y Genus pro Sexu, dixit Maro- 
Vale 1 dum Kaec paucula coniges, maju* opus 
moveq. 
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ESSAY 

Of the Learned 

Ma R TIN US SCRIBLERUS, 

Concerning the 

QRIGINE of SCIENCES. 

Written to the mof Learned Dr. — - F. R. S. 
from the Deferts of Nubia. 

A M O N G all the Enquiries, which have 
been purfued by the curious and inqui- 
fitive, there is none more worthy the 
* Search of a learned Head, than the Spurce 
from whence we derive thofe Arts and Scien- 
ces, which raife u$ fp far above the Vulgar, 
the Countries in which they rofe, . and the 
Channels by which they have been conveyed. 
As thofe, who firft brought them amongftus, 
attained them by travelling into the remoteft 
parts of the Earth, I may boaft of fome Ad- 
vantages by the fame means j fince I write 

♦ this 
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• tfhis from the Deferts of ./Ethiopia, from thofe 
Plains of Sand, which have buried the Pride 
of invading Armies, with my Foot perhaps at 
this inftant ten fathom ovcrthe Grave of Cam- 
byfes ; a Solitude, to which neither Pythago- 
ras nor Apollonius ever penetrated. 

It is univerfally agreed, that Arts and Sci- 
ences were derived to us from.the ./Egyptians 
and Indians j.bqt from whom they-iird receiv- 
ed them, is yet a Secret. The higheit Period 
of Time to \yhich the Learned attempt to trace 
.them, is the Beginning of the AfTyrian Monar- 
chy, when thcir.Inventors .were worlhipped as 
Gods. It is therefore necdl'ary to ge backward 
into Times eyen more remote, and to gain 
fome knowledge of their Hiftory, from what- . 
ever dar k and broken Hints may any way be 
found in ancient Authors concerning them. 

Nor Troy mor Thebes were the firft of Em- 
pires j we have mention, though nor Hidqrie$, 
of an earlier warlike People called the-P.yg- 
anaeans. I cannot but perfuade myfeff from 
thole Accounts in * Homer, Ariftptle and o- 
thers, of their Hidory, VV^rs, and Revoluti- 
ons, and from the .very. Air in which thofe 
Authors fpeak of them as of Things kncivtt, 
that they were then a part of the Study of the 
Learned. And though all we direfUy hear, 
is of their Military Atchievements, in the brave 
Defence of their Country from the annual Inva- 

I — * 

* II, 3. Horn, 
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fionsof a powerful Enemy, yet I cannot doubt • 
but that they excelled as much in the Arts of 
peaceful Government; though there remain no 
Traces of their Civil Inllitutions. Empires as 
great have been fwallowed up in the wreck of 
Time, and fuch fudden Periods have been put 
to them, as ocqalion a total Ignorance of their 
Story. And if I fliould conjecture, that the 
like happened to this Nation, from a general 
Extirpation of the People by thofe Flocks of 
Monitrous Birds, wherewith Antiquity agrees 
they were continually infeiled ; it ought not 
to leem more incredible, than that one of the 
Baleares \rtras wailed by Rabbits, f Smynthc 
by Mice, and of late X Bermudas almoft de- 
populated by Rats. Nothing is more natural 
to imagine, than that the few Survivers of that 
Empire retired into the Depths of their Deferts, 
where they lived undifturbed, ’till they were 
found out by OJyris in his Travels to inftruCl 
Mankind. 

He met, fays jj Diodorus, in ^Ethiopia, a 
foft of “ little Satyrs j who were hairy one half 
ct of their Body,, and whofe Leader Pan ac- 

companied him in his Expedition for the 
(< civilizing of Mankind.” Now of this great 
Petlonage Pan, we have a very particular De- 
fcription in the ancient Writers ; who uiwni- 
moully agree to reprefent him jh ciggy- bearJed y 

t Euftathilts in Horn. II. i. j Spccde, in 
Bermudas. }| i. ch. iS. Died. 

hairy , 
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hairy, all over, half a man and half a leaf, 
•and walking ereEl with a faff, (the pofture in 
which his race do to this Day appear among us . ) 
And fince the chief Thing, to which he ap- 
plied himfelf, was the Civilizing of Mankind, 
it fhould feem, that the firft principles of Sci- 
ence mult he received from that Nation, to 
which the Gods were by * Homer faid to re- 
fort twelve days every year, for the Converfa- 
tion of its wife and jult Inhabitants. 

If from ^gypt we proceed to take a view 
of India, we ftiall find, that their Knowledge 
alfo derived itfelf from the fame fource. To 
that Country did thefe noble Creatures ac- 
company'Bacchus in his Expedition, under the 
. Conduct of Silenus, who is alfo described to 
us with the fame Marks and Qualifications. 
“ Mankind is ignorant, faith y Diodorus, 
xt whence Silenus derived his Birth, through 
(t his great Antiquity ; but he had a Tail on 
his Loins, as like*wife had all his Progeny, 
41 in fign of their Defcent.” Here then they 
Settled a Colony, which to this day fubfifts with 
the fame Tails. From this time they feem to 
'have comrpunicated themfelvcs only to thofe 
Men, who retired from the Converfe of their 
. own Species to a more uninterrupted Life-of 
Contemplation. I am much inclined to be- 
lieve, that in the midft of thofe Solitudes they 
inftituted the fomuch celebrated Order of Gym ~ 

— "-*•• - < . — — ■ — 

* II. 1 ft. f L. 3. ch. 69, Diod. 

S 2 nofopkifs. 
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itofiphijls. For whoever obferves the Scene and 1 
Manner of their Life, will eafily find them to 
have imitated with all exa&nefs imaginable 
the Manners and Cuftoms of thqjr Mailers and 
Inftru6lors. They are faid tD dwell in the 
tbickcjl woods, to go naktd, to fuffer their 
bodies to be over-run with'ta/V, aVtd their nails 
to grow to ai prodigious length * Pliitarch 
fays tr they cat what they could get in the 
il Fields, their Fhirtk. was Water, and their 
“ Bed made of Leaves orMofs.” Andf He- 
rodotus tells us, that they efteemed it a great 
exploit tolcifl very many Ants or creeping things . 

HCnee we lee, that the two Nations, which 
contend for the Origine of Learning, are the 
fame that have ever moll abounded with this 
Ingenious Race. Though they have coMelled} 
which was firft bleft with' the Rile of Science, 
yet have they corlfpired' in being grateful to 
their common Mallcrsi TEgyptis well known 
to have wOrfhipped them of old in their owri 
Images j and India’may Be credibly fuppofed 
to have done the l’arfte from that Adoration, 
which they pafd'in latter times to the Tooth of 
one of theft hairy PhilOfophers ; in juft Gra- 
titude, as it Ihoiild Item, to the Mouth front 
which they received their Knowledge. 1 


* PlutarcH-.in his Orat. on Alexanders For- 
tune. -f Herod.. L. i. 
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Pafs we now over into Greece, where we 
find Orpheus returning outof ASgypt, with the 
fame Intent as Ofyris and Bacchus made their 
Expeditions. From this Period it was, that 
Greece firll heard the name of Satyrs, or 
owned them for Semi-dei. And hence it is 
furely reafonable to conclude, that he brought 
l’ome of this wonderful Species along with him, 
who alfo had a Leader of the Line of Pan, of 
the fame Name, and cxprefly called King 
by * Theocritus. If thus much be allowed, 
we eafily account for two of the Arangeft Re- 
ports in all Antiquity. One is that of die 
BeaAs following the Mufick pf Orpheus, 
which has been interpreted of his taming £$.- 
yage Tempers, but will thus have a litteril 
Application : The other, which we raoft in- 
fi A upon, is the fabulous Story of the Gods 
comprefling Women in Woods under bcAial 
Appearances, which will be folved by the Love * 
thefe Sages are known to bear to the Females 
of our kind. I am fenfible it may be objefledj 
that they are faid to have been compreffed in 
the Shape of different Animals j but to this we 
anlwer, that Women under fuch Apprchenfi- 
ons hardly kn<>w what Shape they have to deal 
with. 

From what has been laft faid, it is highly 
credible, that to this Ancient and Generous 


* Ilav Theo. Id. id. 
S 3 
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R«cq the World is indebted, if not for the He-* 
roes, at leaft for the acuteft Wits of Antiqui-’ 
ty. One of the moft remarkable Inftances is* 
that great Miitffck Genius* JEfop, forwhofe 
Extraction from thefe Sylyeflres' Homines we 
may gather art Argument from Plumules, who- 
fays, that./Efop iigniftes the fame thing as J&- 
thioy, the original Nation of our People. For 
a l’econd Argument we may offer the Defcrip- 
tion of his Pcsri'on, which was fhort, deformed,, 
and almoft faVage j infomuch that he might 
have lived in the Woods, liad not theBenevo- 
lence of his Temper made him rather adapt- 

* himfejf to our Manners, and come to Court 

in Wearing Apparel. The third Proof is his r. 
acute and fatyrical Wit ; and laftly, his great- 
Knowledge in the Nature of Beafts, together 
with the natural Plt-afure he took to Ipeak of 
them upon all occalions. i- 

• The next Inftance I fnall produce is "f So- 

crates. Firft, it was' a Tradition, that he wa9 
of an uncommon .Birth from the reft of Men j 
fecondly, he had a Countenance confefling 
the Line he fprung from, being' bald, flat- 
nofed, with prominent Eyes, and a downward 
Look :• thirdly, he turned certain Fables of 
iEfop into Verfc, probably out of his RefpeCl 
to Beafts in general, and Love to his Family 
in particular. * 

* Vit. Aifbp. initio. V.id. Plato arid. 

Xcnophonv 

In 
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In procefs of time the Women, with whom- 
thele Sylvans would have lovingly cohabited', 
^'ere either taught by Mankind, or induced by 
an Abhorrence of their Shapes, to ftiun their 
embraces $ fo that our Sages were neceflitated to 
mix with Beafts. This by degrees occafion- 
ed the Hair of their Pofterity to grow higher 
than their Middles, -it arofein one Generatioa 
to their Arms, in the fecond it invaded their 
Necks, in the third it gained the Afcendant of 
their Heads, ’till the degenerate Appearance, 
in which the Species is now immerfed, became 
compleated. Though we mu ft here obferve, 
that there were a few who fell not under the 
common Calamity > there being fome unpre- 
judiced Women in every Age, by Virtue of 
whom a total Extin&ion of the Original Race 
was prevented. It is remarkable alio, that even 
where they were mixed, the Defe&ion from 
their Nature was not fo intire, but there ftill 
appeared marvellous Qualities among them, 
as was manifeft in thole who followed Alex- 
ander in India- How did they attend his Ar- 
my, and furvey his Order f How did they caft 
themfelves into the lame Forms for March or 
for Combat ! What an Imitation was there of 
ill his Difeiplirte!’ The ancient true Remains 
of a warlike £>ifpofition, and of thatConftitu- 
tion, which they enjoined while they were yet 
a Monarchy. 

To proceed to Italy i At the firft Appear- 
ance of thefe wild Philofophers, there weie 

. fome 
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Ibme of the lead mixed, who vouchfafed to 
converfe with Mankind ; which is evident 
from the name of* Fauns, a fando y or i'peak- 
ing. Such was he, who coming out of the 
Woods in hatred to Tyranny, encouraged the 
lloman Army to proceed againft the Hetruf- 
cans, who would have reftored Tarquin. But 
here, as in all the weftcm Parts of the World, 
there was a great and memorable ^Era, in 
which they began to be filcnt. This we may 
place fomething near the Time of Ariftotle, 
when the Number, Vanity, and Folly of Hu- 
man Philofonhers encrealed, by which Men’s 
Heads became too much puzzled to receive the 
(impler Wifdom of thefe ancient Sylvans ; the 
• Queftions of that Academy were too nume- 
rous to be confident with their Eafe to anfwer ; 
and too intricate, extravagant, idle, or perni- 
cious, to be any other than a Derifion and 
Scorn unto them. From this Period, if we 
ever hear of their giving Anfwers it is only 
when caught, bound, and condrained, in like 
manner as was that ancient Grecian Prophet, 
JProtcus. 

Accordingly we read in f Sylla’s time of 
fuch a Philofopher taken near Dyrrachium, 
who would not be perfuaded to give them a 


* Livy, f Plutarch in Vit, Syll®»; - 
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tenure by all they could Ihy to him, and only 
ihewed his Power in Sounds, by neighing like 
a Horie. 

. But a more fuccefsful Attempt was made in 
Auguftus’s Reign by the inquifltive Genius cf 
the great Virgil ; whom, together yvith Varus, 
the Comipentators fuppofe to have been the 
true Perfons,' who are related in the 6th Bu- 
colick to have caught a Phllofophef, and 
doubtJefc a genuine one, of the Race of the 
old Silenus. To prevail upon him to be com- 
municative (of the Importance of which V jp- 
g' 1 was well aware) they not only tied him 
fad, but allured him likewife by a courte- 
ous Prefent 1 of a comely Maiden called -/£g]e, 
which made him fing both merrily and in- 
flru&ively. In this Song we have their 
Do&rine of the Creation, the fame in all Pro- 
bability as was taught fo many Ages before in 
the great Pygmaean Empire, and leveral liie- 
roglyphical Fables under which they couched 
or embellifhed their Morals. For which rea* 
Ion I look upon this Bucolick as an inedr- 
Inable Treafure of the mod ancient Science. 

In the Reign of Gonllantin*, we hear of 
another, taken in a Net, and brought to Alex- 
andria, round whom the People flocked to 
hegr his V^l'dom $ but as Amiinus Marcel- 
linus reporteth, he proved a dumb Philofopher, 
and only inflru&ed by A&ion. 

The lad we dull fpeak of, who feemeth 
to be of the true race, is faid by St. Jerome 
i. 10 


ogle 
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to have met St. * Anthony in a Defert, who 
enquiring the Way of him, he fhewed his Un- 
demanding and Courtefy by pointing ; but 
would not anfwer, for he was a dumb Philo- 
fopher alfo. 

Thefe are all the Notices, which I am at 
prefent able to gather, of the Appearance of 
(o great and learned a People on your Side of 
the World. But if we return to their anci- 
ent native Seats, Africa and India, »we fhall 
there find even in modern Times many Traces^ ' 
of their original Conduct and Valour. 

In Africa (as we read among the indefati- 
gable Mr. Purchas’s collections) a Body Qf 
them, whofe Leader was inflamed with Love 
for a Woman, by martial Power and Strata- 
gem won a Fort from the Portug^efe. 

But I mutt leave all others at prefent to ce- 
lebrate the Praile of two of their unparalleled 
M'onarchs in India. The one was Perimal 
the Magnificent, a Prince moft learned and 
.communicative, to whom in Malabar their 
Excefs of Zeal dedicated a Temple, raifed on 
fcven hundred Pillars, not inferior in f Ma£ 
faeus’s Opinion to thofe of Agrippa in the 
Pantheon. The other, Hanimant the Mar- 
vellous, his Relation and Succeflor, whole 
Knowledge was fo great, as made his Follow- 
ers doubt if even that wife Species could arrive 
at fuch Perfection ; and therefore they rather 


* Vit. St. Ant. f Maff. 1. i . 
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imagined him and his Race 3 fort of Gods 
formed into Apes. His was the Tooth, which 
the Portuguel'e took in Biinagar 1559, for 
which the Indians offered, according to * Lin- 
fehotten, the immenfe Sum of feven hundred 
thoufand Ducats. -Nor let me quit this Head 
without mentioning with all due RefpeCt Oraa 
Outang the great, the laft of this Line j whofe 
unhappy Chance - it was to fall into the Hands 
of Europeans. Oran Outang, whole Value 
was not known to us, for he was a mute Phi- 
lofopher : Oran Outang, by whole DiffeCtion 
the learned Dr. Tyfon has added a Confirma- 
tion to this Syftem, from the Reiemblanee be- 
tween the Homo Sylveftris and our human 
Body, in thofe "Organs by which the rational 
Soul is exerted. 

Wc mult now defeend to confider this Peo- 
ple as funk into the bruta Natura, by their 
continual Commerce with Beads. Yet even 
at this time, what Experiments do they not’af- 
ford us, of relieving foine from the Spleen, 
and others from Impofthumes, by occafion- 
ing Laughter at proper Seaions ? With what , 
Readinels do they enter into the Imitation of 
whatever is remarkable in human Life ? and 
what furprizing Relations have Le Comte and 
others given, of their Appetites, Actions, 
Conceptions, Affc&ions, Varieties of Ima- 

, 

* Linfchot.'ch. 44. ♦ 
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ginations, and Abilities capable of purfuing 
them ? If under their prefent low Circumftan- 
ces of Birth and Breeding, and in fo fhort a 
Term of Life as is now allotted them, they 
fo far exceed all Beafts, and equal many Men, 
what Prodigies may we not conceive of thofe,« 
who were n'ati melioribtis annis , thofe Primitive, 
Longsevai and Antedeluvian Man-fegers, v. hd 
firft taught Science to the world ? 

This Account, which is entirely my own, 
I am proud to imagine has traced Knowledge 
from a Fountain correfpondent to leveral O- 
pinions of the Ancients, though hitherto un- 
dilcovered both by them and the more ingeni- 
ous Moderns. And now what fhall I fay to 
Mankind in the Thought of this great Dilco- 
very ? What, but that they fliould abate of 
their Pride, and confider that the Authors of 
our Knowledge are among Beafts. That thefe, 
who were our elder Brothers by a Day in the 
Creation, whofe Kingdom (like that in the 
Scheme of Plato) was governed by Philofo- 
phers, who flourifhed with Learning in ^Ethi- 
opia and India, are now undiftinguifhed, and 
known only by the fame Appellation as the 
Man-tyger, and the Monkey ! 

As to Speech, I make no queftion, that 
there are Remains of the firft and lefs corrupt- 
ed Race in their native Deferts, who yet have 
the Power of it. But the vulgar Reafon given 
by the Spaniards, “ that they will not fpeak 

for fear of being fet to work,” is alone g, 

fufficient 
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fufticient one, Confiderlng how exceedingly 
all other learned P^rfons affeft their Eale. 
A l'econd is, that tliefe obfervant Creatures 
having been cye-vvilnefles of the Cruelty, 
with which that Nation treated their brother 
Indians, find it necefl'ary not to fliow them-, 
felves to be Men, that they may be protect-, 
ed not only from Work, but from Cruelty 
alto* Thirdly, they could at belt take no 
Delight to converfe with the Spaniards, whole 
grave and fullen Temper is fo averfe to that 
matural and open Chearfulnefs, which' is ge- 
nerally oblerved to accompany all true Know- 
ledge. 

But now were it pofiible, that any way 
could be found to draw forth their latent Qua- 
lities, I cannot but think it would be highly 
ferviceable to the learned World, both in re- 
fpe£l of recovering pait Knowledge, and pro- 
moting the future. Might there not be found 
certain gentle and artful Methods, whereby to 
endear us to them ? Is there no Nation in the 
World, whofe natural Turn is adapted to. en- 
gage their Society,, and win them by a fweet 
Similitijfle of Manners ? Is there no Nation, 
■where the Men might allure them by a diftin- 
guilhing Civility, ,and in a manner fafcinate 
them by aflimilated Motions ? No Nation, 
where the Women with eafy Freedoms, and 
the gentleft Treatment, might oblige the lov- 
ing Creatures to fenfible returns of Humanity? 
, » T * Tire 
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The Love I bear my native Country prompts 
jne to wilh this Nation might be Great Bri- 
tain, but alas ! in our prefent wretched, di- 
vided Condition, how can we hope, that Fo- 
reigners of fo great Prudence will freely de- 
clare their Sentiments in the midft of violent 
Parties, and at fo vaft a Diftance from their 
Friends, Relations, and Country ? The Af- ^ 
fe&idn I bear our Neighbour-ftate, would in- 
cline me to wifh it were Holland Sed leva 

in parte matnilla Nil falit Arcadico. ’Tis 
from France then we muft expe6t this Re- 
iteration of Learning, whofe late Monarch 
took the Sciences under his Prote6lion, and 
raifed them fo great a Height. May vve not j 
hope* their Emiffaries will fome time or other 
have Inftru&ions, not only to invite learned > 
Men into their Country, but learned Beads, , 
the true ancient Mantegers (I mean) of ./Ethi- 
opia and India? Might not the Talents of 
each kind of theie be adapted to the Improve- 
ment of the feveral Sciences ? The Man-te- 
gers to inftruft Heroes, Statefmen and Scho- 
lars ? Baboons to teach Ceremony and Ad- 
drefs to Courtiers ? Monkeys, the Artx»f plea- 
fing in Converfation, and agreeable Affecti- 
ons to Ladies and their Lovers ? Apes of lefs 
Learning, to form Comedians and Dancing- 
mafters ? and Marmolets, court Pages and 
young Englifli Travellers. But the diftin- 
jjuifhing each Kind, and allotting the pro- 
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per Bufinefs to each, I leave to the inqnintive 
and penetrating Genius of the Jefuits in their 
refpe£tive Miflions. . 

' Vale & Fruere. 
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Annus Mirabilis ,* 

OR, 

The Wonderful Effects of the ap- 
proaching Conjunction of the 
Planets Jupiter ? Mars , and .$0- 
turn. 

S . / • • / ‘ » : ** ~ . . * * * 

By Mart. Scriblerus, Philomath. 


fn nonjajert animus mutatas dicere formas 
Corpora 


I Suppofe ever)’ Body isTufficierrtly apprized 
of, and duly prepared for* the famous 
Conjunction to be celebrated the 29th of 
this inftant December, 1722,, foretold by all 
the Sages of Antiquity, under the name of the 
Annus Mirabilis , or the Metamorphojiical Con- 
junction : a Word which denotes the mutual 
Transformation of Sexes, (the effe£l of that 

Configuration 
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Configuration of the celeftial Bodies) the hu- 
man Males being to be turn’d into Females, 
and the human Females into Males. 

The Egyptians have reprefented this great 
Transformation by feveral fignificant Hiero- 
glyphicks, particularly one very remarkable. 
There are carv’d upon an Obelifk, a Barber 
and a Midwife \ the Barber delivers his Razor 
to the Midwife, and fhe her Swadling-Cloaths 
to the Barber. Accordingly Thales Milcfius 
(who, like the reft of his Countrymen, bor- 
rowed his learning from the Egyptians) after 
having computed the Time of this famous 
Conjunction, Then> fays he, Jhall Men and Wo- 
men mutually exchange the Pangs of Shaving 
and Child-bearing. 

Anaximander modeftly deferibes this Me- 
tamorphofis in mathematical Terms, Then, 
fays he, Jhall the negative Quantity of the 

Women be turned into pofitive , their into 

+ (i. e) their Minus into Plus . 

Plato not only fpeaks of this great Change, 
but deferibes all the Preparations towards it. 
“ Long before the bodily Transformation, 
“ (fays he) Nature fhall begin the moft diffi- 
ct cult Part of hewKVork, by changing the T 
f< deas and Inclinations of the two Sexes : 
“ Men fhall turn effeminate, and Women. 
“ manly 5 Wives fhall domineer, and Huf- 
“ bands obey 5 Ladies fhall ride a horfeback, 
(< drefs’d like Cavaliers-, Princes and Nobles 
“ appear in Night-rails and Petticoats > Men 

T 3 “ fhall 
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lhall fqueak upon Theatres with femah 

Voices, and Women corrupt Virgins ; Lords 
“ fhall knot and cut Paper j and even the 
C( Northern People, a^erivx x.wmfiv o~ive~v : A 
Phrafe (which for Modefty’s fake I forbear to 
tranflate) which denotes a Vice too frequent 
ainongfl us. 

Tliat the Miniftry forefaw this great 
Change, is plain from the Caliico-Aft ; where- 
by it is now become the Occupation of the 
Women all over England , to convert their 
ufelefs female Habits into Beds, Window- 
curtains, Chairs, and Joint-ftools ; undrefling 
themfelves (as it were) before their Transfor- 
mation. 

The' Philofophy of this Transformation 
will not feem fuiprizing to People who fearch 
into the Bottom of things. Madam Bourignon , ■ 
a devout French Lady, has ihewn us, how 
Man was at firft created Male and Female in 
one Individual, having the Faculty of Propa- 
y, mon within himfelf : A Circumftance ne- 
t-diary to the State of Innocence, wherein a 
Man’s Happipefs was not to depend upon 
the Caprice-of another. It^as not till after he 
lmd made a faun pas, thaPhe had his female 
Mate. Many fuch Transformations of In- 
dividuals have been well attefted 5 particular- 
ly one by Mo?itaig?ie ) jand another by the late 
Sifhop of Salifbury. F rom all which it ap- 
pears, that this Syftem of Male and Female 
has already undergone, and may hereafter luf- 


' 
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fev, feveral Alterations. Every Smatterer in 
Anatomy knows, that a Woman is but an 
introverted Man j a^new Fulion and Flatus 
will turn the hollow 'Bottom of a Bottle into 
a Convexity 5 but I forbear (for the fake of 
my Modeji Men-Readers , who arc in a few 
days to be Virgins.) 

In fome Subjefts the fmalleft Alterations 
will do : fome Men are lufficiently fpread ar 
bout the Hips, and contrived yith that female - 
Softnefs, that they want only the negative 
Quantity to make them buxom Wenches ; 
and there are Women who are, as it were,' 
already the Ebauche of a good Iturdy Man. 
If Nature could be puzzled, it will be how 
to beftow the redundant Matter of the exube- 
rant Bubbies, thaf now appear about Town, 
or how to roll out the Ihort dapper Fellows 
into well-fized Women. 

This great Conjunction will begin to ope*? 
rate on Saturday the 29th inftant. Accord- 
ingly, about eight at night, as Sehezino fhall 
begin at the Opera, Si videte , he (hall be ob- 
ferved to* make* an unufual Motion ; upon 
which the Audience will be affcCted with a 
red Suffujion over their Countenance : And 
becaule a ftrong Succeflion of the Mufcles of 
the Belly is neeeffary towards performing this 
^reat Operation, both Sexes will be thrown 
into a profufe involuntary Laughter . Then 
{to ufe the modeft terms of Anaximander ) 
jball negative Quantity be turned, into pofitivt, 
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Zee. Time never beheld, nor will it ever af- 
l'emble, luch a Number of untouched Virgins 
within thofe Walls ! but alas ; fuch will be 
the Impatience and Curiofity of People to aft 
in their new Capacity, that many of them will 
be com plea ted Men and Women that very 
Night. To prevent the Diforders that may 
happen upon tnis occafion, is the chief Defign 
of this Paper. 

Gentlemen have begun already to make ufe 
of this Conjunction to compafs their filthy 
Purpofes. They tell the Ladies forfooth, that 
it is only parting with a perilhable Commo- 
dity, hardly of fo much Value as a Cailico 
Under-petticoat $ fince, like its Miftrefs, it 
will be ufelefs in the Form it is now in. If 
the Ladies have no Regard to the Dilhonouf 
and Immorality of the Aftion, I defire they 
will coniider, that Nature who never deftroys 
her own Produftions, will exempt big-bellied 
Women till the time of their Lying-in ; fo 
that not to be transformed, will be the fame 
as to be pregnant. If they don’t think it 
worth while to defend a Fortrels, that is to 
be clemolilhed in a few Days, let them refleft 
that it will be a melancholy thing nine months 
hence to be brought to bed of a Baftard ; a 
pofthumous Baftard as it were, to which the 
Quondam Father can be no more than a dry 
Nurfe. 

This wonderful Transformation is the In- 
ftrumeat of Nature, to balance Matters be- 
• tween 
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tween the Sexes. The Cruelty of fcornful 
Miltrefles (hall be returned ; the flighted Maid 
(hall grow into an imperious Gallant, and 
reward her Undocr with a big-belly, and a Baf- 
tard. 

It is hardly poflible to imagine the Revo- 
lutions, that this wonderful Phaenoipenon will 
occaflon over the Face of the Earth. I long 
impatiently to fee the Proceedings of the Par- 
liament of Paris , as to the Title of Succeflion 
to the Crown ; this being a Cafe not provi- 
ded for by the Salique Law; There will be 
no preventing Diforders among Friars and 
Monks ; for certainly Vows of Chaftity do 
not bind, but under the Sex in which they 
were made. The fame will hold good with 
Marriages, though I think it will be a Scan- 
dal amonglt Proteftants for Hufbands and 
Wives to part, fince there remains ftill a Pof- 
fibility to perform the Debit um Conjugate , by 
the Hufband being Femme Cowverte. I fub- 
mit it to the Judgment of the Gentlemen of 
the long Robe, whether this Transformation 
does not difeharge all Suits of Rapes ? 

The Pope muft undergo a new Groping ; 
but the falfe Prophet Mahomet has contrived 
Matters well for his Succeflors $ for as the 
Grand Signior has now a great many fine 
W omen, he will then have as many fine young 
Gentlemen, at his Devotion. 

Thefe are fiirprizing Scenes ; but I beg 
leave to affirm, that the folemn Operations of 

Nature 
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Nature are Subjefts of Contemplation, not of 
Ridicule. Therefore I make it my earneft 
Kequcft to the merry Fellows, and giggling 
Girls about Town that they would not put 
themfelves in a high 1 witter, when they go 
to vifit a General lying-in of his firft Child; 
his Officers fervmg as Midwives, Nurfes and 
Rockers difpenhng Caudle ; or if they behold 
tITe Reverend .Prelates dreffing the Heads and 
airing the Linnen at Court, I beg they will 
lemember, that thefe Offices muff be filled 
w,th People of the greateft Regularity, and 
beft Charaaers. For the fame Reafon, I am 
lorry that a certain Prelate, who notwith- 
jtanding his * Confinement, ft ill preferves his 
healthy, chearful Countenance, cannot come 
m time to be a NurJe at Court. 

I likewife earneftly intreat the Maids of 
‘tfonour, (then Enfigns and Captains of the 
Guards) that, at their firft fetting opt, they 
have fome regard to their former Station ; and 
do not run wild through all the infamous 
Houfes about Town : That the prefentGro oms 
oj the Bed-chamber (then Maids of honour) 
would pot eat Chalk and Lime in their Green- 
ficknefs: And in general, that the Men would 
lemember they are become R etromingent , and 
not by Inadvertency lift up againft Walls and 
Folts. 

Petticoats will not be burdenfbme to the 
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Clergy ; but Balls and Affemblies will be in- 
decent lor fome time. 

As for ”V ou, Coquettes, Bawds, and Cham- 
bermaids, (the future Minijlers , Plenipoten- 
tiaries and Cabinet - Counfellors to the Princes 
of the Earth,) manage the great Intrigues , 
that will be committed to your Charge, with 
your ufual Secrecy and Conduft 5 and the 
Aflairs ol your Mafters wjll gobetterthan ever. 

O ye Exchange Women ! (our right wor- 
fhipful Reprefentatives that are to be) be not 
fo griping in the Sale of your Ware as your 
Predeceflors ; but confider that the Nhtion, 
like a fpend-thrift Heir, has run out : Be like- 
wife a Jittle more continent in your "Tongues, 
than you are at prefent, elfe the Length of 
Debates \vill fjpoil your Dinners. 

You houfewifely good Women, who now 
prelide over the Confettionary, (henceforth 
CommiJJioners of the Tre'afury) be fo good as 
to tlifpenfe the Sugar-Plums of the Govern- 
ment with a more impartial and frugal Hand. 

Ye Prudes and cenforious old Maids, (the 
Hopes of the Bench ) exert but your ufual Ta- 
lent of folding Faults , and the Laws will be 
flri£Vly executed y only I would not have you 
proceed upon fuch Jlender Evidences, as you 
have done hitherto. 

It is from You, eloquent Oyfter-Merchants 
of Eilliugjgaie,' ( juft ready to be called to the 
Bar, and quoifed like your Sifter -Serjeants,) 
_ that we expsfl 'the fliortening the Time, and 

lelfening 
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leffening the Expenses of Law-Suits : For 
I think you are obferved to bring your De- 
bates to a Jhort JJfue j and even Cuttom will 
reftrain you from taking the Oyjfer , and lea- 
ving only the Shell to your Client. 

0 ye Phyficians, (who in the Figure of old 
Women are to clean the Tripe in the Markets) 
fcour it as effectually, as you have done that 
of your Patients, and the Town will fare mod 
delicioufly on Saturdays * 

1 cannot but congratulate human Nature 
upon this happy Transformation the only 
Expedient left to reftore the Liberties and 
Tranquility of Mankind. This is fo evi- 
dent, that it is almoft an Affront to com- 
mon Sehfe to infift upon the Proof : If 
there can be any fuch ftupid Creature as to 
doubt it, I defire he will make but thfe follow- 
ing obvious Reflexion. There are in Europe 
alone, at prefent, about a Million of fturdy 
Fellows, under the Denomination of fiahding 
Forces, with Arms in their Hands : That thofe 
:ire Matters of the Lives, Liberties and For- 
tunes of all the reft, I believe no body will 
deny. It is no lefs true in FaCt, that Reams 
of paper, and above a fquare Mile of Skins 
of Vellum have been employ’d to no purpole, 
to fettle Peace among thofe Sons of Violence. 
Pray, who is He that will fay unto them, Go 
and dijb and y our f elves ? But lo ! by this Tray f- 
formation it is done at once, and the Halcyon 
Days of publick Tranquility return : For nei- 

fgrmatxen 
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thcr the military Temper nor Difcipline can 
taint the loft Sex for a whole Age to come ; 
Bellaque matrihus vw'ifa^ Wars odious to Mt- 
ihers wiil not grow immediately palatable in 
their ’Paternal State. 

Nor will the Influence of this Transforma- 
tion be lefs in Fmw/'/y-Tranquility, than it is 
in National. Great Faults will be amended, 
and Frailties forgiven, on both fides. A Wife, 
who has been diflurbed with late Hours, and 
choaked with the Haugout of a Sot, will re- 
member her Sufferings > and avoid the Temp- 
tations j and will, for the fame reafon, in - 
dulge her Mate in his female Capacity in 
fome Paffions , which' Ihe is fenflble from Ex- 
perience are natural to the Sex. Such as Va- 
nity of fine Cloaths, being admired, C&c. And 
■how tenderly muft (he ule her Mate under thp’ 
breeding qualms and labour-pains, which flie 
hath felt herfelf ? In Ihort, all unreafonable 
Demands upon Hflfbands muft ceale, becaufe 
they are already fatisfy’d from natural Exper 
jrience, that they are impoffible. 

That the JLadies may govern the Affairs of 
the World, and the Gentlemen thofe of tbeir 
Houthold, better than either of them have hi- 
therto done, is the hearty Defire of, ? 

9 keir tnoft Sincere 
WclllVijkcr, 

M, S. 
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SCRIBLERUS's REPORTS. 


Stradling <verftu Stiles. 

Le Report del Cafe argue en le cofnqaen Banke 
devant touts les Juftices de rnel'me le Banker* 
en le quart. An. du rlygne de Roy Jaqnes f 
entre Matthew Stradling , Plant. & Peter 
Styles , Def. en un A&ion propter certos E- 
quos coloratos, Anglice, Pyed Horfes, poft 
per le dit Matthew vers de lit Peter . 

• Le red tel QI R John Swale, of Swale- Hall 
del Cafe, in Swale-Dale faft by the Ri- 
ver Swale , fvt. made his Laft 
Will and Teftament : In. which, among o- 
ther Bequefts was this, <6fz. Out of the kind 
Love and Refpe6l that I bear unto my much 
honoured and ‘good Friend Mr.. Matthew * 

Straclibigr 
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Stradling verfus Stiles. 

Stradlbig, Gent. I do bequeath unto the faid 
Matthew Stradling , Gent, all my black and ' 
white Horfes . The Teftator had fix black 
Horfes, fix white Horfes, and fix pyed Hor- 
fes. 

The Debate therefore was,Whc- • 
Le Point, thcr or no the faid Matthew Strad- 
ling ftiould have the faid pyed Hor- 
fes by Virtue of the faid Bequeft ? 

Pour le PI. ^Atkins Apprentice, pour le PI, 
moy fejnble que le PI. recovera. 

And firfi: of all itfeeraeth expedient to con- 
fuler what is the Nature of Horfes, and alfo 
what is the Nature of Colours ; and fo the 
Argument will confequently divide itfelf in a 
twofold way, that is to fay, the Formal Part, 
and Substantial Part. Horfes arc the Subftan- 
tial Part, -or thing Bequeathed : Black and 
White the Formal or dcfcriptive Part. 

Horfe, in a phyfical Senfe, doth import a 
certain Quadrupede or four-footed Animal, 
which by the apt and regular Difpofition of 
certain proper and convenient Parts,- is adapt- 
ed, fitted and conftituted tor the Ufe and Need 
of Man, Yea, fo necelfary and conducive 
was this Animal conceived to be to the Be- 
hoof of the Common-weal, that fundry an4 
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divers A6ls of Parliament have from time to 
time been made in Favour of Horfes. 

, i ft Echv* VI. Makes the Tranfporting of 
Horfes out of the Kingdom no lels a Penalty, ' 
than the Forfeiture of 40 /. 

2d and 3d Edward V I. Takes from Horfe- 
ftealers the Benefit of their Clergy, > 

And the Statutes of the 27th and 3 2d of 
Heru VIII. condefcend fo far 3s totake Care 
of their very Breed { Thefe our wile Ancef* 
tors prudently fbreleeing, that they could not 
better take care of their own Pofterrty, than 
by alfo taking care of that of their Korfes. 

And of fo great efteem are Horfes in the 
Eye of the Common Law, that when a Knight 
of the Bath committeth any great . and enor- 
mous Crime, his Punifhment is to have his 
Spurs chopt off with a Cleaver, being, as 
M after Braflon well obferveth, unworthy to 
fide on a Horfe. 

Littleton , Se£h 315* faith, If Tenants in 
Common make a Keafe referving for Rent a 
Horfe, they (hall have but one Aftize, becaufe, 

1 faith the Book, theLaw will not fuffer a Horfe 
to be fevered : Another Argument of what 
high Eftimation theLaw maketh of an Horfe. 

But 
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But as the great difference feemeth not tQ 
be fo much touching the fubftnntial Part, 
Horfes, let us proceed to the formal or de- 
fcriptive Part, viz. What Horl’es they are 
that come within this Bequeft. 

Colours are commonly of various Kinds 
and different Sorts ; of which White and 
Black are the two Extremes, and confe- 
quently comprehend within them all other 
Colours whatfoever. 

By a Bequeft therefore of black and white 
Horfes, grey or pyed Horfes may well pafs ; 
for when two Extremes, or remoteft Endp of 
any thing are devifed, the Law, by comvhon 
Intendment, will intend whatfoever is con- 
tained between them to be devifed too. 

t 

But the prefent Cafe is ftill ftronger, com- 
ing not only within the Intendment, but alfo 
the very Letter of the Words. 

By the Word Black , all the Horfes that are 
black are devifed ; by the Word White , are 
devifed thofe that are White ; and by the 
fame Word, with the Conjunction Copula- 
tive, And, between them, the Horfes that are 
Black and White, that is to fay, Pyed, are 
devifed alfo. 

Vi 
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Whatever is Black and White is Pyed', 
and whatever is Pyed is Black and White ; • 
t?rgo, Black and White is Pyed, and, vice 
verfa, Pyed is Black and White. 

If therefore Black and White Horfes are 
devifed, Pyed Horfes /hall pafs by fuch De- 
▼ife j but Black and White Horfes are devj- 
fed j ergo, the PI. /hall have the Pyed Hor- 
fes. 

Catlyne Serjeant,. Moy femble al* • 
Pour le contrary, The Plaintiff /hall not 
defend, have the Pyed Horfes by Intend- 
ment j for if by the devile of Black 
and White Horfes, not only black and white 
Horfes, but Horfes of any Colour between 
thefe two Extremes may pafs, then not only 
Pyed and Grey Horfes, but alfo Red or Bay 
Horfes would pafs likewiie, vVhich would bo 
abfurd, and againft Reafon. And this is 
another ftrong Argument in Law. Njhil, 
quod ejl contra raiionem , eft licituni ; for Rea- 
lon is the Life of the Law, naythe common 
Law is nothing but Reafon ; which is to be 
underftood of artificial Perfe6Hon ahd Reafon 
gotten by long Study, and not of. Man’s 
natural Reafon ; for r.enio nqfcitur ArtiJ'ex , 
and Legal Reafon eft fumma ratio j and there- 
fore if ail the Reafon, that is difperfed into fo 
inany different Heads, were united into one. 
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he could not make fuch a Law as the Law of 
England ; becaufe by many Succefiions of A- 
ges it has been fixed and refixed by grave and 
learned Men ; fo that the old Rule may be 
verified in it, Hemmetii oportet ejfe hgibus fa- 
pientioretn. 

As therefore pyed Horfes do not come with- 
in the Intendment of the Bequell, fo neither 
do they within the Letter of the Words. 

A pyed Horfe is not a white Horfe, nei- 
ther is a pyed a black Horfe ; how then can 
pyed Hories come under the Words of black 
and white Horfes ? 

, 

Befides, where Cuflom hath adapted a cer- 
tain determinate Name to any one thing, m 
all Devifes, Feofments and Grants, that cer- 
tain Name fhall be made ufe of, and no un- 
certain circumlocutory Defcriptions fhall be 
allowed ; for Certainty is the Father of Right, 
and the Mother of Juftice. 

Le refte del Argument jeo ne pouvois oyer, 
car jeo fui dHlurb en mon place. 

• * ' 

Le Court fuit longement en doubt de c'eft 
Matter 5 et apres grand deliberation eu, 

Judgment fuit Jonne pour le Pl.'nifi caufa. 

, ;> Motion 
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Motion in Arreft of Judgment, that the 
pyed Horfes were Mares j and thereupon an 
Infpe&ion was prayed. 

]Et fur ceo le Couyt adsvlfare *vult % 
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Advertisement; 


*The Original of the following ex- 
traordinary Treatife confijled 
of two large Volumes , in Fo- 
lio ; which might juflly be i?i- 
titled , The Importance of a 
Man to himfelf : j But, as it 
can be of ' very little ufe to any 
body befides , I have contented 
myfelf to give only this fort 
Abftracl of it y as a Fafle of 
the true Spirit of Memoir- 
Writers. 
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M E M O I R S of P. P. 


Clerk of this Parish. 

I N the nameoftheXord. Amen. I, P. P. 
by the Grace of God, Clerk of this Parifti, 
writeth this Hiftory. 

Ever iince I arrived at the Age of Difcre- 
tioxij I had a Call to take upon me the Functi- 
on of a Parilh-clerk : and to that End, it 
feemed unto me meet and profitable to affoci- 
ate myfelf with the Parifh-clerks of this Land; 
fuch I mean as were right worthy in their 
Calling, Men of a clear and fweet Voice, and 
of becoming Gravity. 

Now it came to pafs that I was born in the 
year of our Lord Anno Doming 1655, the Year 
wherein bur wSrthy Benefaftor Elquire Bret 1 
did add one Bell to the Ring of this Parilh. So 
that it hath been wittily faid, « That one and 
“ the fame Day did give to. this our Church 
“two rare Gifts, its great Bell and its Clerk." 

+ , Even when I was at School, my Miftrefs 
did ever extol me above the reft of th,e Youth, 
in that I had a laudable Voice. And it was 
further-more obferved, that I took a kindly 
AfteClton unto that Black Letter, in which 
our Bibles are printed. Yea, often did I ex- 
ercife myfejf in tinging godly-ballads, fuch as 
* ' » the 
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the Lady and Death, the Children, in the 
Wood, ’and Chevy-Chace j and not like other 
Children, in lewd and trivial Ditties. More- 
over, while I was a Boy, I always adventured 
to lead the Pfalra next after Matter William 
Harris, my PredecelTor, who (it mutt be con- 
fefs’d to the Glory of God (was a molt excel- 
lent Parifh-clerk in that his Day. 

Yet be it acknowledged, that at the Age of ' 
fixteen 1 became a Company-keeper, being led • 
into idle Convention by my extraordinary 
Love to Ringing ; infomuch, that in a Ihort 
time I was acquainted with every Sett of Bells . 
in the Country : Neither could I be prevailed 
upon to abfentmyfelf fromWakes, beingcalled 
thereunto by the Harmony of the Steeple. 
While I was in thele Societies, I gave myielf 
up to unfpiritual Paftimcs, fuch as Wrettling, 
^Dancing, and Cudgel -playing ; lb that I often 
f returned to my Father's Houle with a broken 
' Pate. I had my Head broken at Milton by 
Thomas Wyat, as we played a Bout or two 
for an Hat that was edged with filver Galloon. 
Butin the year following, I broke the Plead of 
Henry Stubbs, and obtained a Hat not inferi- 
or to the former. At Yelverton I encountered 
George Cummins, Weaver, and behold my 
Head was broken a lecond time ! At the 
Wake of Way brook, I engaged William 
Simkins, .Tanner ; when lo, thus was my 
Head broken a third time, and much Blood 
trickled therefrom. But I adminiftred to n\*r ( 

Comfor^ 
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Comfort, faying within myfelf, “ What 
“ Man is there, howfoever dextrous in any 
tc Craft, who is for aye on his Guard ?” 
A Week, after I had a bale -born Child laid 
unto me ; for in the Days of my Youth I was 
■ looked upon as a Follower of .venereal Fan- 
taffies : Thus was I led into Sin by the comld- 
nefs of Sufanna Smith, who firffi tempted me 
and then put me to Shame j for indeed ffie was 
" a Maiden of a feducing Eye, and pleafant 
Feature. I humbled myfelf before the Juftice 5 
, I acknowledged my Crime to our Curate, and 
to do away mine Offences and make her fome 
Attonemeut, was joined to her dn holy Wed- 
lock on the Sabbath day following. 

How often do thofe Things, which feern 
unto us Misfortunes, redound to our Advan- 
tage ! For the Miniller (who had long looked 
on Sufanna as the molt lovely of his,Parilhio* 
ners) liked fo well of my Demeanour, that he 
recommended me to the Honour of being his 
Clerk, which was then become vacant by the 
Deceafe of good Matter William Harris. 

. Here ends the JirJi Chapter j after which foU 
' low fifty orfixty pages of his Amours in generfib 
and that particular one with Sufanna his prefent * 
Wife j but I proceed to chapter the tjih. 

No fooner was I ele<Sled into mine Office, 
but I layed afide the powdered Gallantries of 
my Youth, and became a Tiew Man. I con- 
hdered myfelf as in fomefrwife of Ecclefiaftical 
Piguity, fmee by wearing a Band, which is'no 
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fmall Fart of the Ornament of our Clargy, I 
might not unworthily be deemed, as it were, 
a Shred of thelinnen Veftmentof Aaron. 

Thou may eft conceive, O Reader, with 
what Concent I perceived the Eyes of the Con- 
gregation fixed upon me, when I firft took my 
Place at the Feet of thcPrieft. When i raifed 
tjie Plalm, how did my Voice quaver for Fear ! 
And when I arrayed the Shoulders of the Mi- 
jnifter with the Surplice, how did my Joints 
tremble under me! I laid within myfelf, “ Re* 
at member, Paul, thou ftandeft before Men 
ct of high Worfhip, the wife Mr.. JufticeFree- 
** man, the grave Mr. Juftice Thomfbn, the 
<< good Lady Jones, and the two virtuous 
<£ Gentlewomen her Daughters ; nay the great 
t( Sir Thomas Trtiby, Knight and Baronet, 
(t and my young Mafter the Efquire, who 
<( fhall one day be Lord of this Manor." 
Notwithftanding which, it was my good Hap 
to acquit myfelf to the good Liking of the 
whole Congregation j but the Lord forbid I 
fhould glory therein. 

The next Chapter contains an account how he 
difebarged the federal duties of his Office ; in 
particular he injifs on the following. 

I was determined to. reform the manifold 
Corruptions and Abufes, which had crept in- 
to the Church. 

Firft, I was efpecially fevere in whipping 
forth Dogs from thifTcmple, all excepting the 
♦ Lap-dog of tfie good Widow Howard, a fober 

Dog 
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Dog which yelped not, nor was -there Offence 
in his Mouth. 

Secondly, I did even proceed to Morofe- 
nefs, though fore againft ray Heart, unto poor. 
Babes, in tearing from them the half-eatea 
Apples, which they privily munched at Church . 
But verily it pitied me, for I remembered the 

• Days of my Y outh. 

iThirdly, With the Sweajt of my Hands, I 
did make plain and frnooth the dogs-cars 
throughout our great Bible. 

• Fourdily, The Pews and Benches which 
were formerly fwept but once in three Years, 
I caufed every Saturday to be fwept with a 
Befom, and trimmed. 

Fifthly and laftly, I caufed the Surplice to 
be neatly darned, walhed, and laid in frelh 
Lavender, (yea, and fometimesto be fprinkled 
with Rofc-water) and I had great Laud and 
JPraife from all die neighbouring Clergy, for- 
afmuch as no Parifli kept the Minifter in cleaner 
Linnen. 

Notvoithfanding thefe his publick cares, in the 
eleventh chapter he informs us he did not neglctt 
his ufual Occupations as a Handy -ter aft fman . 

Shoes, faith he, did I make, (and, if intreat- 
ed, mend) with good Approbation. Faces alfo 
did I fliave, and I clipped thje Hair r CKirur- 
gery alfo I pra&ifed in the worming of Dogs ; 
but to bleed adventured I not, except the poor. 
Upon this my twofold Profeffion, there paffed 
tjmong Men a merry Tale, dele&able enough 
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to be rehearfed' : How that being overtaken hfr 
Liquor orlc Saturday Evening, I ftiaved the 
Prieft with Spanifh Blacking fof Shoes infteacf 
of a Wafh-ball r and with Lamp-black pow- 
dered his Peruke. But thefe were Sayings of 
Men, .delighting in their own Conceits more 
than in the Truth. For it is well known, that 
great was my Ikill in thefe my Crafts ; yea r 
I once had the honour of trimming Sir Tho- 
mas himfelf, without fetching Blood. Fur- 
thermore, I was lougKt unto to geld the Lady 
Frances her Spaniel,, which was wont to go 
aftray: He was called Toby, that is to fay ? 
Tobias. And thirdly, I was entnifted with 
a gorgeous Pair of Shoes of the faid Lady, to 
fet an Heel-piece thereon ; and I received fucli 
Praife therefore, that it was faid all over the 
Parifh, I fhould be recommended unto the 
King to mend Shoes for Iiis Majefty : whom- 
God preferve ! Amen. 

T herejl of this Chapter I purpojely omit, for it 
biyjl be owned, that when he fpeaks as a Shoe- 
maker, he is very abfurd. *Jie talks of MolesV 
pulling off his fhoes, of taming the hides of the 
Bulls of Balan, ofSlnton the Tanner, &c. and 
takes up four or five pages to prove, that when 
the Apojiles were injirufted to travel without 

> fhoes, the p/ecept dzd not extend to their Sutcef- 
fors .. 

The next relates how he difeovered ^ Thief 
with a bibk and key., and experimented verfes 
of t he Pfabns that had cured A gues. > 

l paf r- 
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. I pafs over many others , which inform us of 
Parijh affairs only , fuch as of the SucccJJion of 
Curates ; a lift of the weekly Texts ; what 
Pialms be chafe on proper occajions ; and what 
Children were born and buried : The lajl of 
which articles he concludes thus , 

That the Shame of W omen may not endure, 
I fpeak not of Baftards ; neither will I name 
the Mothers, although thereby I might delight 
many grave Women of the Parifh : Even her, 
who hath done Penance in the Sheet, will l 
* not mention, forafmuch as the Church hath 
been Witnefs of her Difgrace t Let the Father, 
who hath made due Compofition with the 
Church-wardens to conceal his Infirmity, reft 
in Peace 5 my Pen lhali not bewray him, for I 
alfo have finned. 

The next Chapter contains , what he calls a 
great Revolution in the Churchy part of which 
1 tranfcribe. 

Now was the long expefled Time arrived, 
when the Pfalms of King David Ihould be 
hymned unto the fame Tunes, to which he 
played them upon his Harp; (fo was I in- 
formed by my Singing-mafter, a v Man right 
cunning in Pfalmody.) Now was our over- 
abundant Quaver and trilling done away, and 
in lieu thereof was inftituted the Sol fa, in 
fuch guife as is fung in his Mnjefty’s Chapel. 
We had London Singing- mailers untinto eve- 
ry Pacifti, like unto Exciiemen ; and I alfo 
was ordained to adjoin |myielf unto them, 
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though an unworthy Difciple, in order to iir- 
ftruft my Fellow- pari fhioners in this new 
Manner of Worfhip. Wliar though they ac— 
cufed me of Humming through the Noltril, as- 
a Sacbut ? yet would I not forego that Har- 
mony, it having been agreed by the worthy 
Parifh-clerks of London ftill to preferve the 
fame. I tutored the young Men and Maidens- 
to tune their Voices as it were a Pfaltery, and 
the Church on the Sunday was fill’d with tliefe 
sew Hallelujahs. 

Then follow full feventy Chapters , containing 
an exaft detail of the Law-fuits of the Parfon 
and his Parijhioners concerning Tythes , and near 
a hundred pages left blank y with an earnejl de- 
fire that the Hiftory might be compleated by 
any of his fuccefl'ors, in whofe time thele fuits 
ihould be ended. 

The next contains an account of the Brief* 
read in the church, a?id the fums collected upon 
each . For the Reparation of nine Churches, 
collected at nine feveral times, as. and yd. 
For fifty Families ruined by fire, is. For an 
Inundation, a King Charles’s groat, given by 
Lady Frances, &c. 

In the next, be laments the difufc ©/"Wedding- 
fermons, and celebrates the benefits arifmgfrom 
thofe at Funerals, concluding with thefe words: 
Ah \ let not the Relations of the deceafed 
grudge the fmall Expence of an Hat-band, a 
‘pair of Gloves, and ten lhillings, for the Sa- 
tisfaction they are fure to r.€££iv& from a pious 

Divine, 
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Divine, that their Father, Brother, or bofom 
Wife, are certainly in Heaven. 

In another , he draws a Panegyric k on one 
Mrs, Margaret Wilkins, hut ajter great en- 
comiums concludes , that notwitbfiaftding all , 
flie was an unprofitable VefTel, .being a barren 
Woman, and never once having furni filed 
God’s Church yvith a Chriftening. 

We find in another Chapter , bow he was 
much fiaggered in his belief, and difiurbed in his 
cotifcicnce, by an Oxford Jcholar , who had prov- 
ed to him by logick, that Animals might have 
rational, nay, immortal fouls ; but how he 
was again comforted with the refiettion, that 
if fo, they might be allowed Cluiftian Burial, 
and greatly augment the Fees ofahe Parifh. 

In the two following chapters fmis overpow- 
ered with Vanity , We are told , how he was 
confiantly admitted to all the Feafis and Ban- 
quets of the Church- officers, and the Speeches he 
there made for the good of the parifh. How he 
gave hints to young Clergymen to preach ; but 
above all how he gave a Text for the 30th of 
fauuaty, which occafioned a tnofi excellent Ser- 
mon , the merits of which he takes entirely to him - 
felf. He gives an account of a conference he 
had with the Vicar concerning the iff e of Texts. 
Let a Preacher (faith he) consider the AfTembly 
before whom he preacheth, and unto them a- 
dapt his Text. Micah the 3d and 1 ith afford - 
cth good Matter for Courtiers and- courtlier v- 
s'ng Men, The beards of the land judge for reward. 
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and the people thereof judge for hire , and the 
prophets thereof divine for money ; yet vsill they 
lean upon the Lord, and fay, Is not the Lord a- 
mongus? Were the firft Minifter to appoint 
a Preacher before the Houfe of Commons, 
would not he be wife to make Choice of thefe 
Words ? Give, and it fhall be given unto ye. 
Or before the Lords, Giving no offence, that the 
Minifry be not blamed, 2, Cor. vi. 3. . Or prai- 
fingthe warm zeal of an Adminiftration, Who 
maketh his Minifers a flaming fire , Pfalm civ, 
4. We omit many others of his Texts, as too 
tedious. 

Front this period, the f ile of the book rifles ex- 
treamly. Before the next chapter vsaspafled the 
Effigies oj Dr* Sacheverel, and I found the op~ 
poflte page M on a foam with Politicks, 

We are now (fays he) arrived at that cele- 
brated Year, in which the Church of England 
was tried in the Perfon of Dr. Sacheverel I 
had ever the Intereft of our High-, Church at 
Heart, neither would I at any feafon mingle 
myfelfin the Societies of Fanaticks, whom I 
from my Infancy abhorred more than the Hea- 
then or Gentile. It was in thefe days I be- 
thought myfelf, that much Profit might ac-. 
crue unto our Parifh, and even unto the Nati- 
on, could there be affembled together a Num- 
ber of chofen Men of the right Spirit, who 
might argue, refine and define, upon high and . 
great Matters. Unto this purpofe, I did in- 

ftitu^e 


Jfi** *!" 






CLERK of til, PARISH. *39 

ftitute a weekly Affembly of divers worthy 
Men at the Rofe and Crown Alehoufe, over 
whom myfelf (though unworthy) did prefide* 
Yea, I did read to them the Poft-Boy of Mr. 
Roper, and the written Letter of Mr. Dyer, 
upon which we communed afterwards among 
ourfelves. 

Our Society was eompofed of the following 
Perfons : Robert Jenkins, Farrier j Amos 
Turner, Collarmaker j George Pilcocks, late 

• Excife-man ; Thomas White, Wheel- weight j 
and myfelf. Firft, of the firft, Robert Jenkins. 

He was a Man of bright* Parts and fhrewed 
Conceit, .for he never Ihoed an Horfe of a 

* Whig or a Fanatick, but he lamed him forely. 

Amos Turner, a worthy perfen, rightly e- 
fteemed among us for Ms Sufferings, in that 
he had been honoured m the Stocks, for wear* 
ing an Oaken bough. 

, George Pilcocks, a Sufferer alfo $ of zealous 
and laudable Freedom of Speech, infomuch 
that his Occupation had been taken from him. 

Thomas White of good Repute likewife, 
for that his Uncle, by the Mother’s fide, had, 
formerly, been - Servitor at Maudlm-ttdlege, 
where the glorious Skcheverel was educated. 

Now were the Eyes of all the Parifh upon 
thefe our weekly Councils. In afhort fpace, 
the Minifter came among us ; he fpake con- 
cerning us and our Councils to a Multitude of 
iother Minifters at the Vifitation, and they 
j>ake thereof unto the Minifters at London, 

fo * 
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To that evgn the Bilhops heard and marvelled 
thereat. Moreover Sir Thomas, Member of 
Parliament, fpake of the fame unto other 
Members of Parliament, who fpeak thereof 
unto the Peers of the Realm. Lo ! thus did 
our Counfels enter into the Hearts of our Ge- 
nerals and our Law-givers ; and from hence- 
forth, even as we devifed, thus did they. 

After this , the book is turned on a fuddett , 
from his own Life, to a Hiftory of all' the pub- 
lick T ranfa&ions of Europe, compiled from the 
news -papers of thofe times. J could not comprer 
bend the meaning of this , till I perceived ’at laji 
(to my no fmall AJloniJhment ) that all tpe Mea- 
sures of the four laft Years ef the Queen, 
together with the peace at Utrecht, which 
have been ufually attributed to the E-— of 

O , D — of O , Lord H-— and B , 

and other great men ; do here mojl plainly ap- 
pear i to have been wholly owing to Robert Jen- 
kins, Amos Turner, George Pilcocks, Tho- 
mas White, bat above all , P, P. 

*Yhe Reader may bp fare 1 was very inquifi- 
tive after this extraordinary writer, whofe 
work it have here abf ratted. I took a journey 
into the Country on purpofe j but could not fnd 
the leaf trace of him : till by accident 1 met an 
old Clergyman , who faid he could not be poftive > 
but thought it might be one Paul Philips, who 
had been dead about twelve years. And upon 
enquiry, all we could learn of that perfon from 
the neighbourhood, was , That he had been taken 
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notice of for fwallowing Loaches, and remem • 
bered by fame people by a black, and white Cor 
with one Ear, that conjlantly followed him . 

V* \ . » ' f « ' * - 

’* « ^ to > » \ . * t • 

In the Church-yard, I read his Epitaph, fend 
-*< i i'* ' to be written by bimfelf. 

" , , '**§*.« * 

O Reader, if that thou canft read. 

Look down upon this Stone ; 

Do all we can, Death is a Man, 

That never fpareth none# 
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VARIOUS SUBJECTS. 

P 


ARTY is the madnels of Many, for 
the gain of a Few. 


II. 

There never was any Party, Fa&ion, Se£l, 
or Cabal whatfoever, in which the mod Igno- 
rant were not the mod Violent : For a Bee is 
not a buiier animal than a Blockhead. How- 
ever, fuch Inilruments are neceffary to Politi- 
cians j and perhaps it may be with States as 
with Clocks, which mull have fome dead 
Weight hanging at them, to help and regulate 
the Motion of the finer and more ufeful Parts. 

III. 

To endeavour to work upon the Vulgar 
with fine Senfe, is like attempting to hew 
Blocks with a Razor* 

"•I • IV. Fin? 
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f r: 

Fine Senfe and exalted Senfe are Hot half Co * 
ufeful as common Senfe : There are forty •' 
Men of Wit for one Man of Senfe ; And he 
that will carry nothing about him but Gold* 
will be every day at a Lofs for want of .readier ; 
Change. 


V. 

w I * • • % 

Teaming is like Mercury, one of the moft - 
powerful and excellent things in the world in 
flcilfu) Hands j in unlkilful, the moft mifchiev- ; 
otfs. , . ’ 

- * • ’ VI. 

^The niceft Conftitutions of Government are 
often like the fineft pieces of Clock-work ; 
which depending on fo many Motions, are 
therefore more fubjeSf to be out of Order. 


Every Man has juft as much Vanity, as he 
wants Underftanding. 

*. f- • * 

vm. „ , 

Mbdefty, if it were to be recommended 'for 
nothing elfe, this were enough, that the pre- 
tending to little leaves a Man at eafe, whereas 

V boafting 
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boifting requires a perpetual Labour to appear 
what he is not. If we have Senfe, Modefty 
beft proves it to others ; if we have none, it 
beft hides our want of ft. For as Bluftiing 
will fometimes make a Whore pafs for a vir- 
tuous Woman, fo Modefty may make a Fool 
feem a Man of Senfe. 

*■ j . 

« v 

IX. 

t 

It is not fo much the being exempt from 
Faults, as the having overcome them, that is 
an Advantage to us : it being with the Fol- 
lies of the Mind as with the Weeds of a Field, 
which if deftroyed and confumed upon the 
Place of their Birth, enrich and improve it 
more, than if none had ever fprung there. 

>. . X. 

To pardon thofe Abfurdities in ourfelves, 
which we cannot fuffer in others, is neither 
better nor worfe than to be more willing to be 
Fools ourfelves, than to have others fo. 



9 

A Man fhould never be aftiamed to own, he 
has been in the wrong ; which is but faying, 
in other words, that he is wifer to-day, than 
he was yefterday. 

^ / ■ XII. Out 
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OurPaflions are like Convulfion Fits, which 
though they make us ftronger for the time, leave 
us weaker ever after. ■ ' 

- 

1 XIII. 

To he angry, is to revenge the Fault of o-, 
thers upon ourfelves. 

• « 

XJV. 

A brave Man thinks no one his Superior, 
who does him an injury ; for he has it then in • 
his power to make himlelf fuperior to the other, 
by forgiving it. 

/ 

XV. 

To relieve the Oppreffed is the moft glorious 
Aft a Man is capable of j it is in fome meafure 
doing the Buhners of God and Providence. 

• XVI. 

Superftition is the Spleen of the Soul. 

XVII. . 

Atheifts put on a falfe Courage and Alacri- 
ty in the midft of their Darkneft and Appre- 

Y a henhons $ 
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henlions j like Children, who when they go in 
the Dark, will fmg for Fear. 


XVIII. 


An Atheift is but a mad ridiculous Derider 
of Piety, but a Hypocrite ‘makes a fober Jeft 
of God and Religion. He finds it eafier to be 
upon his Knees, than to rife to do a good Ac- 
tion 5 like an impudent Debtor, who goes e*. 
■very day and talks familiarly to his Creditor, 
without ever paying what he owes. ! -• 


XIX* .7; T 

What Tully fays of War, may be applied 
to Deputing-} itfhould be always fo mana- 
ged as to remember, that the only end of it is 
Peace : But generally true Difputants are like 
true Sportfmen, their whole Delight is in the 
purfuit ;'and a Difputantno more cares for the 
Truth, than the Sportfman for the Hare. 


XX. 




The Scripture in time ofDifputes is like art 
open Town in time of War, which ferves in- 
differently the occafions of both Parties ; each 
makes ufe of it for the prelent T urn, and then 
refigns it to the next Comer to do the fame. 

XXI. 

Such as are ftill obferving upon others, are 
like thofe who are always abroad at other 

Mens 
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Mens Houfes, reforming every thing there, 
while their own run to ruin. 

* « . •* “ 1 

XXII. 

s 

When Men grow virtuous in their old J$.ge, 
they only make a Sacrifice to God of the De- 
vil’s Leavings. 

XXIII. 

When we are young, we are flavifhly cm* 
pl<*yed in procuring fomething whereby we 
may live comfortably when we grow old j and 
when we are old, we perceive it is too late to 
live as wepropoled. 

XXIV. I 

People are fcandalized, if one laughs at what 
they call a ferious Thing. Suppole I were to * 
have my Head cut off to- morrow, and all the 
World were talking of it to-day, yet why 
might not I laugh to think, what a Buftle is 
here about my Head ? 

: • XXV. 

The greateft Advantage I know of being 
thought a Wit by the World is, that it gives 
one the greater freedom of playing the Fool, 

1 * * 

;xxvi. ; 

We ought in Humanity no more to defpife 

* Man for the Misfortunes of the Mind, than 

. Y 3 fox 
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for thofe of the Body, wjien they are fuch as 
h6 cannot help. Were this thoroughly confi- 
dered, we Ihould no more laugh at one for 
having his Brains cracked, than for, having 
his Head broke. 

XXVII. 

A Man of Wit is not incapable of Bufinels, 
but above it. A fprightly generous Horfe is 
able to carry a Pack- laddie as well as an Afs, 
but he is too good to be put to the Drudgery. 

; V , XXVIII. / 

Wherever I find a great deal of Gratitude 
in a poor Man, I take it for granted, there 
would be as much Generofity, if he were a 
rich Man. 

* - • r • * * . * » 1 

XXIX. 

' , - * I ^ 'i 

Flowers of Rhetorick in Sermons and ferious 
Difcourl'es are like the blue and red Flowers . 
in Corn, pleaiing to thofe who come only for 
amufement, but prejudicial to him who would 
reap the Profit. 

r XXX. J 

When two People compliment each other 
with the Choice of any thing, each of them 
generally gets that, which he likes leaft. 

- XXXI. He 
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XXXI. 

He who tells a Lye, is not fenfible how great 
a Talk he undertakes, for he muft be forced 
to invent twenty more to maintain that one. 

XXXII. 

Giving Advice is many times only the Pri- 
vilege- of faying a foolifti Thing one’s felf, r 
under Pretence of hindering another from do- 
ing one. 

XXXIII. 

*Tis with Followers at Court, as with Fol- 
lowers on the Road, who firft befpatter tbofe 
that go before, and then tread on their Heels. 

xxxi y. 

Falfe Happinefs is like falfe Money \ it paf- 
fes for a time as well as the true, and ferves 
forae ordinary Occafions : but when it i® 
brought to the Touch, we find the Lightnef* 
and Allay, and feel the Lofs. 

XXXV. 

Daftardly Men are like forry Horfes, who 
have but juft Spirit and Mettle enough to be 
mifchievous. 

XXXVI. ' " 

Some People will never learn anything, for 
this reafon, becaui’e they underftand every thing 
too foon. 

XXXVJI. A 
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xxxvir. 

A Perfon, who is too nice an Obferver of 
the Bufm€fs of the Crowd, like one Who is too 
curious in obferving the labour of the Bfees, 
Will often be ftung for his Curiofity. 

XXXVIII. 

A Man of Bufinefsmay talk ofPhilofophy, 
a Man who has none may pra£life it; 

XXXIX. 

* t &>-' ' ■ ■ i" 

There are fome Solitary wretches, who feera 
to have left the reft of Mankind, only as Eve 
left Adam, to meet the Devil in private; 

XL. 

f 

The Vanity of human Life is like a River, 
conftantly palling away, and yet conftantly 
coming on; 

XLI. \ ' , 

I feldom fee a noble Building, or any great 
Piece of Magnificence and Pomp, but I think, 
how little is all this to fatisfy the Ambition, or 
to fill the Idea, of an immortal Soul f 

XLII. 

’Tis a certain Tmth, that a Man is never 
fo eafy, or fo little impofed upon, as among 

People 
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People of the beft Senfe » It colts far more 
Trouble to We admitted or continued in ill 
Company than in good j as the former have 
lets Understanding to be employed, fo they 
bave more Vanity to be pleaied } and to keep 
a Fool conftantiy in gopd Humour with him- 
felf and wkh others, is no very eafy T alk. 

XLIII. 

The Difference between what Is commonly 
called ordinary Company, and good Company, 
is only hearing the fame tilings faid in a little 
Room or in a large Salon, at fmall Tables or 
at great Tables, before two Candles or twenty 
Sconces. 

XLIV. 

It is with narrow- fouled People as with nar- 
jynw-necked Bottles : the lefs they have in 
them, the more Noife they make in pouring it 
out. . 

XLV. 

' Many Men have been capable of doing a 
wife tmngi more a cunning thing, but very 
few a generous thing. 

XL VI. 

Since ’tis reafonable to dpubt molt things, 
we Ihould mod of all doubt that Reafon of* 
cuf$j which would demonitrate all things. 

Z XL VII. To 
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XL VII. 

t f • 

Tj6 buy Books, as fome do, who make no 
ufe of them, only becaufe they were publifhed 
by an eminent Printer, is much as if a Man 
fhould buy Cloaths that did not fit him, only: 
becaufe they were made by lbrae famous 
Taylor. 

XLVIH. . 

’Tis as offenfive to fpeak Wit in a Fool's 
tompany, as it would be ill Manners to whif* 
per in it ; he is difpleafed at both for the fame 
reason, becaufe he is ignorant of what is faid. 

XLIX. 

Falfe Criticks rail at falfe Wits, as Quacks 
and Impoftors are ftiH cautioning us to be- 
ware of Counterfeits, and decry others Cheats 
only to make more way for their own. 


I. ' 

Old Men, for the mod part, are like old 
Chronicles $ that give you dull, but true Ac- 
counts of Times pa ft, and are worth know- 
ing only on that lcore^ 

» • 

LI. 

There fhould be, methinks, as little Merit 
in loving a Woman fox hqr Beauty* as in lo- 

/ 1 ' 
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vingaMan for his Profperity ; both being 
equally fubjeft to change. 

LII. 

We (hould mahage our Thoughts in tom- 
cofuig any Work, as Shepherds do their 
Flowers in making a Garland ; fird fele£l the 
choiceft, and then difpofe them in the mod 
proper Places, where they give a Luftre to 
each other. 

LIII. 

« 

As handfome Children are more a Diftio- 
nour to a deformed Father than ugly one*, 
fcecaufe unlike himfelf } fb good Thoughts, 
owned by a Plagiary, bring him more Shame 
than his own ill ones. When a poor Thief 
appears in rich Garments, we immediately 
know they are none of his own. 

LIV. 

Human Brutes, like other Beads, find 
Snares and Poifon in the Provifions of Life; 
and are allured by their Appetites to their 
' Deftru&ion. 


LV. 

The moftpofitive Men are the mod credu- 
lous $ fince they mod believe themfelves, and 
advife mod with their falfed Flatterer and 
word Enemy, their own Self-love. 

Z a LVI. Ge 
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LVI. 

I 

Get your Enemies to resfl your Works, m 
order to mend them, for your Friend is fa 
much your fecond-felf, that he will judge too 
like you. .. 

LVII. 

. Women ufe Lovers as they do Cards j. they 
play with them a while, and when they have 
got all they can by them, throw them away, 
call for new new ones, and then perhaps lofe 
by the new ones all they got by the old ones* 

* ■ j Lvm. 

Honour in a Woman's Mouth, like the 
Oath in the Mouth of a 'Gamefter, is ever ftill 
moiluled as their Truth is moil queftioned* 

^ » • ♦ 

LIX. 

v Women, as they are like Riddles in being 
unintelligible, fo generally refemble them in 
this, that they pleale us no longer, when once 
we know them. 

* / * 

9 LX. 

A Man, who admires a f.ne Woman, has 
yet no more Reafon to wilh himfelf her Huf- 
bandj than One, who admired’ the Hefperian 

. . > 


Digitized by Google 



VARIOUS SUBJECTS. 255 

Fruit, would have had to wifh himfelf the 

Dragon that kept it. 

+ / 

LXI. 

He who marries a Wife, becaufe he can’t 
always live chaftly, is much like a Man who ' 
finding a few Humours in his Body, refolves * 
to wear a perpetual Bliftcr. 

LXIt. 

Married People, for being fb clofely united, 
are but the apter to part j as Knotsf the hard- 
er they are pulled, break the fooner. 

LXIII# 

* A Family is but too often a Common- 
wealth of Mahgnants : What we call the Cha- 
rities and Ties of Affinity, prove but fo ma- 
ny feparate and clalhing Interefts i the Son 
wiihes the death of the Father j the younger 
Brother that of the elder } the elder repines at 
the Sifters Portions : When any of them mar- 
ry, there arc new Divifions, and new Am- 
mofities. It is but natural and reafonable to 
expert all this, and yet we fancy no Comfort 
but in a Family. 

’ XXIV. . 

Authors in France feldom fpenk ill of each 
Other, but when they have a perfonal Pique j 

Z 3 * Authors 
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Authors in England feldom fpeak well of each* 
oftier, but when they have a perfonal Friend- 
fhip- - * . 

LXV. 

There is nothing wanting to make all ra- 
tional ami dilmtereltcd People in the world of* 
one Religion, but that they ihttuld talk, toge- 
ther every day. 

LXVI. 

t Men are grateful, in the fame degree that 
tlUy Are re%ntf'ul. 

txvii. 

The longer we live, the more we fhall be 
convinced, that it is reaforiable to love God* 
arid tklpife Man,: as far as we know either. 

Lxvniv 

That Character in CdtsVerfation which 
commonly pa fifes for Agreeable, is made dp 
of Civility and Falfehood. 

. LXIX. 

A (hort 3nd certain way to obtain tb* ©ha- 
rafter pf a reafonable and wife Man, is, when- 
ever any one tells-yot? his Opinion, to comply 
with It. 

• » % • ^ * 

k • 

LXX. What 
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LXX. 

■ What is generally accepted as Virtue in 
Wofhen,is very different from what is thought 
fb in Men : A very good Woman would 
make but a paltry Man. 

LXXT. 

Some People are commended for a giddy 
kind of Good Humour, which is as touch a 
Virtue as Drunkennefs* 

tXXHL . 

Thoftr People only will conftahtly trouble 
you with doing little Offices for the’tti; who 

leaft deferve you ftiould do them any. 

* 

LXXIII. 

We are fometimes apt to wonder, to fee 
thofe People proud, who have done the mean- 
eft things i whereas a Confcioufnefs of hav- 
ing done poor things, and a fhame of hearing 
of them, often make the Coinpohtion we call 
Pride. ^ 

LXXIV. 

, 

An Excufe is worfe and more terrible than 
l Lye ; For an Excufe is a Lje guarded. 

LXXV. Praife 
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LXXV. 

i 

Praife is like Ambergrife : a little Whiff 
of it, and by Snatches, is very agreeable ; but 
when a Man holds a whole Lump of it to 
your Nofe, it is a ftink, and ftrikes you down. 

LXXVI. 

, N 

The general Cry is againft Ingratitude, but 
Cure the Complaint is mifplaced, it fhould be 
againft Vanity. None but dired Villains are 
capable of wilful Ingratitude j but almoft e- 
very body is capable of thinking, he hath done 
more than another deferves, while the other 
thinks he hath received lefs, than he deferves^ 

LXXVII. * 

I never knew any Man in my Life, who 
cow Id not bear another’s Misfortunes perfect- 
ly like a Chriftian. v. 

LXXVIII. 

4 

Several Explanations of Cafuifts to multi- 
ply the Catalogue of Sins, may be called A - 
mendments to the Ten Commandments, 

! LXXIX. 

’Tis obfervable, that the Ladies frequent 
Tragedies more than Comedies : The reafon 

may 
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maybe, that in Tragedy their Sex is deify 'd 
and adored, in Comedy expos’d and ridicul'd; 

LXXX. 

* • 

The Chara£er of Covetotifnefs is what a 
Man generally acquires more through fome 
Niggardlinefs* or ill grace, in little and ift- 
cohfiderable things, than in Expences bf atvjr 
Confequence. A very few Pounds a year 
would eale that Man of the Scandal of Ava- 
rice. 

LXXXI. 

Some Men’s Wit is like a dark Lanthorn, 
which ferves their own Turn, and guides 
them fheir own Way : but is never knovm 
(according to the Scripture Phrafe') either to 
{nine forth before Men, or to glorify their 
Father in heaven. 

LXXXII. 

It often happens that thofe are the heft ped- 
pie, whofe chara&ers have been moft injured 
by Slanderers : As we ufuaily find that to be 
the fweeteft Fruit, which the Birds have been 
‘ pecking at. 

LXXXII I. 

% 

The People all running to the Capital City# 
it like a Confluence of all the animal Spirits 

to 
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<to the Heart j a fymptom that the Conftltu- 
tion is in danger. 

L XXXIV. 

x The Wonder we often exprefs at our Neigh- 
bours keeping dull Company, would leflen, 
if we reflected, that moft people feek compa- 
nions lefs to be talked to, than to talk. 

< , \ 

I.XXXV, 

Amufement is the Happincfc of thofe, that 
cannot think. 

. LXXXVI. • 

Never ftay Dinner for a Clergyman, who 
is to make a Morning vifit e’er he comes j for 
he will think it his Duty to dine with any 
greater man that alks him. 

LXXXVII. 

A contented man is like a good tennis- 
player, who never fatigues and confounds 
Ttimfelf with running eternally after the Ball, 
but ftays till it comes to him. 

* . . , < . . . « 4 . 1 t 

LXXXVIII. 

Two Things are equally unaccountable to 
Reafon, and not the Object of reafoning ; the 
Wifdom of God, and the Madnefs of Man. 

' i • 

LXXXIX. Many 
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LXXXIX. 

Many Men, prejudiced early in dis-favour 
of Mankind by bad Maxims, never aim at 
making Friendfhips ; and while they only 
think of avoiding the Evil, mil’s of the Good 
that would meet them. They begin the world 
knaves, for prevention, while others only end 
fo, after difappointment. 

XC. 

No woman' ever hates a man for being irr 
love with her 5 but many a woman hates a 
man for being a friend to her. 


The eye of a Critiek is often like a Mi-* 
crofcope, made fo very fine and nice, that it 
difcovers the atoms, grains, and minuted par- 
ticles, without ever comprehending the whole* 
comparing the parts, or feeing all at once the 
harmony. 

XCII. 

A King may be a Tool, a thing of draw 5 
but if he ferves to frighten our enemies, and 
fecure our property, it's well enough : A 
fcarecrow is a thing of draw, but it protects 
the Com. 

» * 

XCIII. The 


* 
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the publick 
good, are not what require great parts, hpt 
great honelty : Therefore for a King to make 
an amiable chara&er, he needs only to be a 
man of common honelly, well advifed. 


XCIV. 

NotwitManding the common complaint of 
tl^e knayery of men in power, I have known 
no great Minifters or men of parts in bnlinefs, 
fo wicked as their Inferiors j their fenfe and 
knowledge prelerves them from a hundred 
common rogueries, and when they become 
bad, it is generally more from the neceffity of 
their fituarion, than from a natural bent tp 

I* 

xcv. 

• .> , f 

Whatever may be faid againft: a Premiere 
or Sole Minilter, the evil of fuch an one, 
in an Absolute Government, may not be 
great : For it is poflible that almoft any Mi- 
nifter may be a better man than a King bom 
and bred. 

XCVL 

A man coming to the water-fide is fur- 
rounded by all the crew ; every one is offici- 
ous* 




vone offering his fervices ; the whole buftle of 
the place feeras to be only for him. The feme 
anan going from the water- fide, no noife is made 
about him, no creature takes notice of him, 
all let him pafs with utter neglect ! The pic- 
ture of a Minifter when he comes into power, 
and when he goes out. 
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